Swaithe villa Lodge farm
Temporary siting of static caravan for the sole use of a farm worker.

Introduction.
Agricultural holding.
General
Swaithe village has evolved over the years from agricultural activities. 
The large majority of land that surrounds the village is owned and farmed by the “Medlam family.”
The Medlam grandparents took ownership back in 1895 and the farm has been passed down through the generations.
Philip Medlam took control of Swaithe Villa Lodge Farm in 1990.
Currently all activities associated with Swaith Villa Lodge Farm is under the direct control of him.
Throughout the years of ownership, the farm has every year successfully demonstrated their farm to be a profitable business. 
After a lifetime’s dedication to the farm, Philip is now in the process of handing the running of the farm to his grandson Liam.
Liam has worked and has been prepared in readiness for this role from a very young age.
This is a natural succession and ensures that the farm remains workable for generations to come. 

Liam Medlam
Liam is a 5th generation farmer, who has a strong farming passion for agriculture, modernisation and pragmatic approach to farming.
His upbringing on the family farm has enabled him to develop a deep-rooted understanding for the land and animals under his care.

Combined farming activities
The combined acreage is approx. 185 acres.
The farming activity consists of :
Equine - currently 12 horses.
Production of cattle / horse feed
Cattle - currently   40 No  Aberdeen Angus suckle heard + 20 calf’s  

Farm layout and siting of farm buildings.
The normal picture that comes to mind when thinking of a farm layout is that of a farm house and yard complex surrounded by fields.
Swaithe Villa Lodge Farm is quite the opposite to this.
As the village has grown and developed over the years, the Swaithe Villa Lodge Farm house has become isolated from the main bulk of agricultural buildings associated with their farming  activities making it very difficult to securely manage.
This isolation has over the years created many challenges. 
Security.
Over the years the farm has been subject to fire damage, malicious damage and thefts.
Security measures have been put in place consisting of cctv systems along with security guard dogs. 
Despite these security measures, theft and malicious damage continued.
It was clear that this was a direct consequence of not having a permanent presence on site.
Reasons for the siting of a static caravan on the Swaithe Villa Lodge Farm yard / compound.
General
It is imperative that approval is granted for the following reasons:
This siting is a temporary solution whilst  a planning approval is submitted and approval granted for a permanent solution by Barnsley MBC planning dept.
Mr Steve Camps of SDC Projects Ltd has been commissioned to compile such an application which will be submitted as soon as it is available.
Succession.
As successor to Philip Medlam,  Liam Medlam has to live on the farm to carry out the farming activities. Residing remotely from the site will not allow him to carry out his duties in a timely and efficient manner. 
Animal welfare.
The animals that are on the farm do not fall within the care category of seasonal. They are an all year-round responsibility which more often than not requires 24 hr attention.
Animal health and care is paramount.

Security.
The static caravan was siting pre planning application in sheer desperation. Thefts and trespass were becoming a daily occurrence.
Since Liam has been residing on site ALL thefts and trespass have stopped.

It is Liams intention that once a permanent solution is in place, to give the farm complex a facelift making the yard area more aesthetically pleasing.  He is hopeful that at this point the need for security guard dogs will be vastly diminished and the general area will become a more idyllic place to live, work and be more fitting within this small parcel of green belt area.

 
