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1. Introduction

i. Overview of the Addendum

This reportacts asanaddendum to the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), originally submitted by Peel
Environmental Management UK Ltd as part of the planning application for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park.
The proposals, submitted to Barnsley Council in June 2014, sought permission for a Timber Resource Recovery Centre
(TRRC) and Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility, to be located on the former Houghton Main Colliery site off the
roundabout of the A6195 Park Spring Road, near Little Houghton, Barnsley.

Peel Environmental took arobust approach to consulting with the community about the application, whichis

summarised in this Addendum report and can be read in full inthe SCI (Appendix 1) for the original application.

This document supports arevised application fora TRRC at the site, which would use gasification technology to
export to 20MW of energy from 150,000 tonnes of biomass materials each year. This application has been produced
alongside development partner Northern Bio Power. The proposed development does not feature an AD facility. Itis
important to note that the majority of details of the proposed TRRC element of the original application have not

changed as part of this submission.
The site boundary has been amended to omit the land formerly shown to be occupied by the AD facility. Other minor
aspects of the project that have changed include additional internal circulation space which has beenadded to the

east of the TRRC, arelocation of the sub-station and proposed landscaping to the new eastern boundary.

Considering the above, the applicant concludes that original consultation onthe TRRC is still applicable and that

feedback received throughout engagement has helped inform and shape the application as it progressed.
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2. Consultationapproach

. Consultation objectives

Peel Environmental’s original consultation programme was devised to ensure stakeholders and the local community
were provided with every opportunity to provide their views on the proposal. The exercise was designed and
organised in line with Barnsley Council’s Statement of Community Involvement. The consultation approach was

designed using PPS Group’s principals of consultation.

The Consultation Plan sought to:
¢ Notify stakeholders of the consultation programme
¢ Informthose being consulted about the proposal and the constraints of the site
e Consult with the publicand stakeholders and get their views
e Measure responses and analyse the results
e Reportback tothelocal community about the views that were expressed
e Respond byamendingthe proposal where sensible

e Publish details of the revised scheme and how the consultation programme has influenced it
i Consultation methods
Various local stakeholders in the vicinity of, or with a likely interest in, the development site were identified, including
residents, businesses, politicians and stakeholders. Various methods were employed to encourage constructive

conversationabout the proposals and widen awareness of the project.

Methods of increasing awareness and encouraging participation included:

e Creatingadedicated webpage for the project at www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain.

e Operatingaset of community contact points for the application, including Freephone information line,a
Freepost address and dedicated email address. These were included on all-public facing materials.

e Sendingletters to elected and community representatives to introduce the proposal and offer meetings.

e Issuingacommunity newsletter which explained the proposal and provided the details of upcoming
Information Days. This was hand-delivered to 380 homesand business in Little Houghtonand posted to a
further 1364 residential and business addresses.

e Hostingtwo,one day, drop-in public Information Days at Sandhill Golf Club in Little Houghton. Members of
the project team were in attendance to answer questions during the events. Display boards used during the

Information Days were available to download from the project webpage following the events.
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e Allattendees at the Information Days were encouraged to complete feedback forms, which sought opinions

onthe proposal and provided a space for general comments.

e Proactively arranging and attending meetings with key stakeholders, including parish councils, neighbouring

businessesand other elected representatives.
e Issuingpressreleasesto local media outlets to widen awareness of the project.

e Issuing community bulletins to those who took part in the consultation.
Allfeedback received during the consultation was logged and detailed in an SCI (Appendix 1) to which this document

servesasanaddendum. The Report outlines how Peel Environmental took on board the opinions expressed and

considered them as the proposed development evolved.
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3. Summary of findings

i. Consultation feedback

As noted in Chapter 2,a more detailed account of the consultation undertaken and feedback received can be found in
the SCl that accompanied the original application (Appendix 1) for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park. Views
expressed can primarily be found in ‘Chapter 4 - Findings and Feedback’ of this SCI.

Peel Environmental has provided a summary of the feedback received below. This was taken from feedback forms

completed at two public Information Days, held in Little Houghton prior to submission of the application.

In response to the question ‘Did You find today’s Information Day useful?”:
e Overall93% of respondents found the information days useful

e Noattendees said the events were not useful

With regard to where attendees had visited the Information Days from:
e Amajority of attendees were from Great Houghton, Little Houghton and Darfield

e Attendeesalso visited from Grimethorpe, Billingley, Wombwell and Brampton

In response to the question ‘Which areas of the development do you feelare most important?”:
e Thekeyareas of interest were Air Quality and Odour; Trafficand Transport;and Noise

e Peoplewerealsointerested in how the facilities would look; the generation of renewable energy; and

diverting materials from landfill

Participants also took the opportunity to make general comments and questions about the proposed Energy Park,
mainly surrounding the topics of visual impact; odour and air quality; the information day; support and general interest
inrenewable energy;and trafficand transport. These comments,and other more general submissions, are recorded

in Chapter 4 of the original SCI (Appendix 1).
During the consultation, representatives of Peel Environmental also responded to requests for further information

and attended meetings with members of the community following contact via the dedicated project email address

and Freephone information line.
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ii. Outcomes

Opinions expressed during the consultation helped inform the development as it evolved throughout the pre-

application period. Following consultation,anumber of changes to the application were made. These were:

Celebrate the development through the selection of materials
e Usea‘camouflage’ colour palette

e Takeforwardthe‘consolidated massing’ design as it offered a refined aesthetic which was considered

to be more appropriate to mitigating its visual impact

e Theretention, replacement andimprovement of landscape boundary treatments, including shrubs and

ornamental trees to provide low level screening and soften the development with the landscape.

Further details of how the applicant responded and considered feedback during the undertaking of technical

assessments can be found inthe original SCI (Appendix1).

Following submission of the previous planning application, extensive dialogue with BMBC and all those who expressed
a view about the proposals, continued. From this, the proposals were further shaped to respond to concerns raised.

Specific commitments made by the applicant included:

e Greatlyenhanced landscaping proposals includingalarge new area of off-site landscaping to the south

of thesite.
e Apromiseto prepareandagree alLorry Management Planand to cap peak hour HGV movements

e Asignificant financial contribution to Barnsley Council for bio-diversity and landscape improvementsin

the Dearne Valley Nature Improvement Area.

These commitments remain in place in support of the revised proposals.

il. Updates to consultation responses

Whilst the application for the TRRC remains largely unchanged, updates have been made to technical assessments so
that they are consistent with the proposals being submitted. The updated assessments outline the changed impacts
associated with the development. Peel Environmental has responded to the main areas of interest raised during the

consultation below.

e Traffic andtransport

Page | 7



Trafficand transport was raised as a key area of interest throughout the consultation. The process of carrying outthe
Transport Assessment was explained in the SCI with the assessment providing predicted vehicle numbers associated
with the Energy Parkand concluding that the changes in traffic flow would be insignificant. It was also outlined that
vehicle movements would be less than the 768 predicted daily movements associated with the existing planning

permission forindustrial units at the site.

The updated Transport Assessment details that there would be anaverage 30 HGVs accessing the site each day or 6o
HGV movements (30 inand 30 out). There would also be a predicted 16 light vehicle movements (8 inand 8 out)
accessing the site each day, including staff, visitors and maintenance vehicles. Figuresassociated with the updated

application are less than that of the original, of 130 HGV movements and up to 18 staff and light vehicle movements.

The Transport Assessment details that the proposal is expected to generate very low levels of traffic,howevera
Framework Travel Plan has been prepared as part of the application. The framework planincludes a management
strategy for the routing of HGVs to and from the site, as well as measures to encourage alternative methods of travel
to Houghton Main. The assessment concludes that the Energy Centre will generate vehicle movements substantially
below the level that would be created by the consented scheme for industrial units; that the TRRC operator will have
some control over HGV movements associated with the facility; and the impact of the proposal will not be ‘severe’

(thisisatechnical term used in the National Planning Policy Framework).

e Visualimpact

Those who participated in the consultation were keen to learn what the Energy Park would look like. The SCloutlines
how feedback shaped the proposal, in particular the change to the colour palette used for the buildings and the
introduction of screening. As part of this application, the amount of built development of the site has been reduced,

meaning the visual impact on the surroundingarea has in turn beenlessened.

Peel Environmental has revised its Landscape and Visual Amenity Assessment for the updated application, to
understand the impacts of the TRRC alone, taking into consideration the existing surroundings. The updated study
has used viewpoints fromaround the site to provide representative viewpoints of the Energy Centre in location.
Depending on existing views of the site, the updated assessment shows that some views would be filtered by

vegetation and some partially screened by the likes of the ASOS Fulfilment Centre.
Whilst the assessment acknowledges that proposals for the brownfield site, within an area of commercial activity,

would not look out of place, the proposals do include mitigation measures to help reduce views of the facility. These

include:

e Retainingboundary vegetation where possible
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e Retaininghedgerow trees where possible

e Maintaining the existing topography of the site where possible

e Plantingwoodland, tree, shruband grassland to the ‘rural’ northern and western boundaries

e Proposedindigenoustree,shruband hedgerow planning along the eastern site boundary

e Provision of a pond/wetland area providing landscape and ecological improvements to the area adjacent to
the Dearne Valley Country Park

e Alarge area of off-site landscape improvements through a planting scheme on Harworth Estates land to the
south of thesite.

e Careful selection of building materials and colour palettes to make sure the facility is sympathetic to its

surroundings

The proposed mitigation planting will mature over time and help screen the lower level activities on site and integrate

the facility within its surroundings.
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4. Continued engagement

Latest engagementactivity

Whilst Peel Environmental notes that the proposals have not significantly changed since the original application was

consulted on and subsequently submitted to BMBC, it does recognise the importance of continuing to update

stakeholders onthe progress of the plans and answer any questions that may arise.

In this context, the applicant is committed to informing and updating those who have previously taken an interest in

the proposal to outline the content of the revised application and provide an opportunity to engage with the project

team. Around submission of the application for the REC at the former Houghton Main Colliery site, Peel

Environmental will:

Update letters
Letters will be issued by post and email to key stakeholders explaining the details of the proposed
development and providing contact details of the project team. Recipientsinclude:
1. Wardand neighbouring ward members on Barnsley Council
2. Therelevant member of parliament for the site
The parish council and neighbouring parish councils for the site

4. Allthose who participated in the original consultation and left contact details

Press Release
In order to publicise Peel Environmental’s revised application to a wider audience, the applicant will issue a

press release to local media outlets including the Barnsley Chronicle, Barnsley Gazette and other web titles.

Website and contact channels

Peel Environmental will update its dedicated webpage for the project (www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain) to

include the latest information. Contact channels, including the Freephone information line, dedicated email

and Freepost address will be maintained and the applicant will continue to respond to enquiries.

Offers to meet
The project team will offer to meet/present to key stakeholders - including the parish council and ward

members for the site inissued correspondence.
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5. Conclusion

. Post submission activity

As detailed in this Addendum to the Consultation Report, Peel Environmental has made every effort to carry out a
robust and effective consultation on plans for a REC at the former Houghton Main Colliery site. Plans for this aspect of
the original development have not significantly altered and, as such, have been developed with regard to feedback

received throughout consultation with stakeholders and members of the community.

Peel Environmental, and development partner Northern Bio Power, are keen to be a good neighbour and therefore
will continue to engage and respond to enquiries about the application following submission to BMBC. The project
team will maintain project specific contact channels while the local authority reviews the application and will consider

all reasonable requests for further information from interested parties.

Once submitted, the application documents and supporting information will be made available to download fromthe

project webpage (www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain)

Page | 11


http://www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain

6. Appendices

Consultation Report from original Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park application
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environmental consultantyg ;

Statement of Community Involvement

Planning Application for the Development of Houghton Main Renewable Energy

Park (comprising a Timber Resource Recovery Centre and an Anaerobic Digestion
Facility) Including Associated Infrastructure

Land off Houghton Main Colliery Roundabout, Park Spring Road, Houghton Main, Barnsley

Peel Environmental Management (UK) Limited and Houghton Main Waste Limited

‘Experience and expertise working in unison’ WWwWENZyoeoom
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Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

CONSULTATION REPORT
April 2014
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1. Introduction

This report details the consultation programme within the local community undertaken by Peel Environmental Management
UK Ltd (Peel Environmental), in partnership with Tamar Energy and Northern Bio Power on plans for the Houghton Main
Renewable Energy Park, Barnsley, South Yorkshire. Consultation on the application took place between February 2014 and
May 2014.

The proposed Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park would include an Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility and a Timber
Resource Recovery Centre (TRRC) and generate renewable heat and power from biomass materials such as waste wood
and left-over food products. The proposed AD facility would accept up to 60,000 tonnes of organic feedstock each year to
create 3MW of electricity. The TRRC would use gasification technology to create up to 20 MW of energy from 150,000
tonnes of biomass materials. If built, the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park would be located on the former Houghton
Main Colliery site off the roundabout of the A6195 Park Spring Road, near Little Houghton.

The purpose of carrying out consultation on the application was to ensure that the local community was aware of and
informed about the application as it progressed and developed. Engaging with the local community from an early stage
allows for sustained and meaningful consultation where the feedback received can help to shape the application as it
develops. Early engagement also helps to address queries and concerns from the outset, helping to contribute to an

informed debate about an application.
The programme included the following methods of engagement:

o  Alaunch newsletter was hand delivered to all addresses in Little Houghton, with representatives of the
project team knocking on 380 doors to raise awareness and inform residents about the proposal, the
upcoming public information days, and answer any of their questions or queries. Additionally the newsletter
was posted via Royal Mail to 1364 residential and business addresses in Great Houghton and properties in
Darfield, to the north of Saltersbrook Road.

e  Launch letters were sent to local elected representatives to inform them about the application and to offer
them a meeting with key project team members to discuss the application in more detail. Post-information
day letters were sent to attendees who requested to be kept informed. These letters provided information on
the main points of discussion from the public information day

e  Two public information days (both held into the evening) with a preview session for elected representatives

was held at the Sandhill Golf Club in Little Houghton following the launch of the application. Exhibition
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materials provided attendees with information on the scheme, and members of the project team were on
hand to answer questions and queries

o  Feedback forms were provided at the public information days for completion and return on the day or return
via the Freepost address included on the form. Respondents were invited to express which aspects of the
application they were most interested in, as well as encouraged to register their views about the scheme
more generally. Respondents were also provided with an option to be kept updated about the application

o  Community contact points were set up, including a Freephone Information Line, Freepost address and an
email address. Enquiries received through these channels were logged, and responses provided where
necessary

o  Adedicated web page on the Peel Environmental website was set up for the Houghton Main Renewable
Energy Park. This included information on the proposals, and was updated as the application progressed.
Following submission and validation of the planning application, all planning application documents will be
uploaded onto the webpage

e  Meetings with local politicians and other key stakeholders were held to provide them with information and,
where necessary, keep them updated on the application as it progressed

e  The public launch, information days and other key points were publicised via the local media through

briefings with local journalists and issuing press releases
The approach outlined above was detailed in a Statement of Engagement (see Appendix 1) issued to Barnsley Metropolitan
Borough Council in January 2014. Peel Environmental intends to continue engagement with all interested parties regarding

the application as it progresses.

This report outlines the methods Peel Environmental employed, the feedback generated and how this has shaped the

application. It is submitted in support of the full planning application for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park.
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2. Community Consultation and the

Role of Engagement

Planning shapes the places where people work and live, therefore it is only right that people should be given the opportunity

to take an active role in the planning process.

Peel Environmental recognises that community involvement is an integral and important component of planning and its
approach to consultation with the local community reflects this. The proposal for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park
has been informed by latest Government policy including the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and the Localism
Act 2011.

The previous Government made it clear in the guidance accompanying the legislation that developers should be encouraged
to undertake effective community engagement, particularly on major developments. Since the introduction of the Localism
Act by the Coalition Government, community consultation and involvement has taken an even greater role, with the

emphasis now on putting greater “power in the hands of local people, rather than regional bodies.”
i. National

National Policy on Consultation
The Government has made it clear that it expects developers to engage with local communities at an early stage in the

planning process by front loading pre-application engagement.

The Localism Act 2011 introduced the provisions for the statutory requirement for developers in England to consult local
communities before submitting planning applications for certain types of development. The Act also allows the Secretary of

State to make detailed provisions about the way such pre-application consultation should be undertaken.

Whilst statutory consultation for developments such as the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park has not yet been

brought forward by the Government the Act provides an indication of best practice consultation. This includes:

. Publicise the proposed application locally and give a timetable for the consultation;
. Have regard to advice given by the local planning authority about local good practice in undertaking
consultation; and

. Take account of the responses to the consultation when submitting the application.
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The need for pre-application consultation has also been reinforced by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
published in March 2012. Although the NPPF does not include specific waste policies, as these will be outlined in the
National Waste Management Plan for England, local authorities are advised to have regard to policies when considering

waste applications. Paragraph 188 of the NPPF states that:

“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application system for
all parties. Good quality pre-application discussion enables better coordination between public and private resources and

outcomes for the community.”

Paragraph 189 of the NPPF goes on to suggest that local planning authorities should encourage those applicants, who are

not already required to do so by law, to engage with the local community before submitting their applications.

All local planning authorities are required by law to adopt a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) setting out how
consultation takes place on planning issues. Most SCls also provide guidance to developers on how they should undertake

pre-application consultation within the local community.

ii. Local

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act requires each local planning authority to prepare a Statement of Community

Involvement (SCI), which will formally set out its commitment to ensure the involvement of the public in planning matters.

Barnsley Council's SCI was adopted in September 2006. Under Barnsley’s SCI, developers are encouraged to engage in
pre-application discussions with the local authority. Prior to the submission of a Request for a Scoping Opinion and the
public launch of the application, Peel Environmental met with Barnsley Council planning officers to discuss the proposal and

the approach to consultation.

The SCI recommends that various activities should be considered including: writing to local people, public exhibitions or

meetings, local surgeries, workshops, involving the parish or town council, briefing the local media and using a website.

iii. PPS Group and Consultation

PPS Group is an independent communications company that specialises in community consultation relating to planning
applications. PPS Group was one of the first companies to understand the need for consultation on planning applications
and has become an expert at developing tailored programmes to ensure that its community consultations contribute
positively to the planning process. PPS Group is an active member of both the Association of Professional Political

Consultants, which promotes transparency and openness in public affairs consultancies, through the promotion of a strong
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ethical code, and the Consultation Institute, which helps all those engaged in public and stakeholder consultation to absorb

and promote best practice.

PPS Group has acted on numerous community consultations on major planning issues up and down the country and across
almost all development sectors, and indeed has a specialist waste and resources team. Additionally, we have assisted
several local authorities in England on the drafting of their own SCls, and north of the border we have advised the Scottish

Executive on how consultation can be better incorporated into the Scottish planning system.
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3. Methodology and Programme

i. Methodology

Peel Environmental’s consultation programme was devised to ensure stakeholders and the local community were provided

with every opportunity to provide their views on the proposal. The exercise was designed and organised in line with

Barnsley Council's SCI and PPS Group’s principles of consultation.

The PPS Consultation Plan enables applicants to demonstrate how they have met the demands of the SCI, encourages

constructive dialogue with interested stakeholders and demonstrates how that dialogue has subsequently influenced the

application.
Principle Importance
Notify stakeholders of the Notification must be comprehensive: the community must be made

consultation programme

aware of the consultation programme along with a timescale of
different activities. It is not desired that an individual or group emerge

at the end of the process feeling they have been excluded.

Inform those being consulted
about the proposal and the

constraints of the site

Having notified people of the consultation process, information is then
provided on the background of the proposed development and any
constraints which may be influential, for example, planning,

geographical, technical and financial.

Consult with the public and
stakeholders and get their

views

Members of the public and key stakeholder groups to liaise with the
project team and put forward ideas and aspirations for the
development.  Methods can vary widely from newsletters and
websites to exhibitions. Our approach is explained in the later

sections of this document.

Measure responses and

analyse the results

Having allowed an acceptable timeframe for everyone with an
interest to comment, the results are then quantified using both

qualitative and quantitative techniques.

Report back to the local
community about the views

that were expressed

Feedback is then analysed and the results publicised within the
community and through stakeholder groups to keep consultees

informed throughout the process.
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Respond by amending the The developer responds to the views of the community and
proposal where sensible incorporates changes into the scheme where appropriate. It is
important to try to include as much input from consultees as possible.
This may involve, not only making amendments to the scheme, but
also recording how much of the feedback accords with the original

thinking about the site

Publish details of the revised At the conclusion of the programme, a full Consultation Assessment

scheme and how the Report will be submitted to the Council as part of the planning
consultation programme has application. This document will demonstrate how the programme has
influenced it been implemented, and the resultant implications for the scheme.

Records of all feedback will also be made available to the Council

and open to public scrutiny.

ii. Stakeholders

As part of the consultation, various local stakeholders in the vicinity of or with a likely interest in the Houghton Main

Renewable Energy Park application site were identified. These can be broadly categorised into:

o Local residents - Residents of the villages of Little Houghton, Great Houghton and Darfield
o Local businesses — Businesses in the close vicinity of the site
e Local politicians — Elected representatives for the site and surrounding areas

o Local stakeholders — Groups or organisations with an interest in the site and surrounding areas

iii. Engagement

In order to ensure that the consultation carried out was as open and accessible as possible to the identified stakeholder

groups, Peel Environmental implemented a range of engagement tools. These are detailed below.

Scoping with Barnsley Council and statutory consultees

In accordance with Section 13(1) of the EIA Regulations, a scoping request was submitted to Barnsley Metropolitan Borough
Council (BMBC) on 10th February 2014. BMBC issued their Scoping Opinion Response (ref 2014/ENQ/00148) on 10 April
2014. The scoping report submission was informed by consultation with the following organisations:
e Following pre-application consultation initiated by BMBC with the Environment Agency, a written response was
received on 23 December 2013, a meeting was held on 19 February to discuss flood risk issues being examined

in the Flood Risk Assessment;
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Yorkshire Water responded on 23 December 2013 detailing its requirements in relation to waste water and water
supply, which have informed development of the flood risk assessment and surface water management scheme;
The South Yorkshire Mining Advisory Service responded to the scoping consultation with its views on 6% January
2014 and the Coal Authority responded on 19t December 2013. Both responses informed the development of the
hydrogeology report and coal mining risk assessment;

Other views were forwarded from within BMBC including those of the Bio-diversity Officer, Drainage and Highways
Officer and Regeneration Department. These informed the scoping submission, subsequent relevant technical

assessment and final proposals included within the planning application.

Pre-application discussions with Barnsley Council

A significant amount of general pre-application consultation and discussion has taken place including, but not limited to:

On 6 January 2014, Peel and its planning advisors met with the Leader of BMBC, Sir Stephen Houghton, and
senior officers, to discuss the proposal;

On 29 January 2014, Peel and its planning advisors held a formal pre-application round table meeting with BMBC
planning staff and key consultees. The meeting was part of a formal pre-application advice process undertaken for
the proposed development. This process included consultation on the proposal with a number of consultees at pre-
application stage. The planning process and the proposed development were discussed with the BMBC officers;
On 27 February 2014, Peel and its planning advisors held a follow up pre-application meeting with BMBC planning
staff;

On 4 March, Peel and its design team presented the design rationale behind the project to the Barnsley Urban
Renaissance Design Advisory Panel. The Panel was presented with the design development process undertaken
and agreed that the adopted ‘form follows function’ design approach was appropriate.

On 10 April, Peel and its planning advisors held a further follow up pre-application meeting with BMBC staff to

discuss planning and regeneration issues.

As well as these meetings, members of the project team have remained in regular liaison with officers from various technical

disciplines via phone and email regarding the application.

In order to establish the suitability of the proposed pre-application consultation, Peel Environmental submitted a Statement of

Engagement (see Appendix 1) to Barnsley Council.

Houghton Main Renewable Enerqy Park website

A dedicated page of Peel Environmental's website was created to provide web visitors with information about the project.

This can be viewed at http://www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain (see Appendix 2).
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The project specific web page provided: an introduction to the project, information about the proposed technologies to be
used at the Energy Park, how the consultation would be run and details of potential benefits of the proposals if granted

approval.

Community Contact Points

Peel Environmental operates a set of community contact points for the Houghton Main Energy Park application, which are
hosted by PPS Group. This includes a Freephone information line; a Freepost address; and dedicated email address. The
details of all these points of contact, including the project website, were included on all distributed public materials, such as

the community newsletter.

The Freephone information line (0800 170 1418) was operated during office hours (9am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday), with
an answerphone message for out of hours, and provides a direct line of communication to the project team. All calls were
answered and responded to by PPS Group working on behalf of Peel Environmental. Enquiries received via the Freepost
address (FREEPOST RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, c/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD) and the dedicated
email addresses were responded to promptly and appropriately. A holding response was issued to enquiries that required a

response which took longer to collate.

Stakeholder letters

During the launch of the application, Peel Environmental wrote to key elected representatives to introduce the proposal,
promote the upcoming public information days (which included an elected member preview session) and offer a meeting to
discuss the proposals further. The elected officials included borough and parish councillors and the local MP. The full list of

these representatives can be found in Appendix 3.

Community Newsletter

A four-page community newsletter was produced which included information about the project and upcoming public
information days (see Appendix 4). Representatives of Peel Environmental were in Little Houghton on Thursday 27t
February 2014 to hand-deliver leaflets to 380 homes and business in the village and knock on residents’ doors to introduce

the scheme and let them know about the forthcoming information days to encourage their attendance.

This approach provided the opportunity for representatives of Peel Environmental's project team to speak to the local
community first-hand about the proposals and answer any immediate queries and concerns. Engaging with the local
community at the first opportunity allowed the project team to better understand the likely points of interest and concern
about the application and the likely topics of discussion at the information days. Several copies of the newsletter were
provided at community venues, such as the social club, golf club and convenience stores. Additionally the newsletter was
posted via Royal Mail to 1364 residential and business addresses in Great Houghton and properties in Darfield, to the north

of Saltersbrook Road.
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The newsletter provided information on the proposed Houghton Main Energy Park and sought to provide an introduction to
the project and information on the Environmental Impact Assessment which would be undertaken. The newsletter contained
specific information on the technologies that would be used at the Energy Park, the site and the benefits of the application.
Additional information included details of the public information day dates, the venue and times and community contact
points. The newsletter also included visual information to give a clearer indication of what the proposals will look like and the
location of the site. Images used included an artist's impression of the Energy Park, the site layout, a site map and a map

showing the location of the information days venue.

Following distribution of the newsletter, it was then made available to download from the dedicated Houghton Main Energy

Park website as a PDF via http://www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain

Peel Environmental intends to update the community following submission of the application.

Public Information Days

Two, one day drop-in public information days were held at Sandhill Golf Club in Little Houghton. The purpose of these
events, held over two consecutive weekdays from 2-8pm, was to provide the local community with information about the
proposals, and the opportunity to speak to members of the project team directly. Eight members of staff attended both days
to answer attendee questions and expand on the information regarding the project provided in ten large exhibition boards on

display within the venue (see Appendix 5).

The exhibtion boards highlighted information about the site and why the land had been identified by Peel Environmental for
development, the vision for the site, the proposed technologies and processes, the potential benefits if consented and how
members of the public could engage with the application through the consultation process. Following the event, the
exhibition boards were also available to download from the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park webpage of the Peel

Environmental website via http://www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain .

The public information days provided an opportunity for interested parties to pose questions directly to the project team. The
launch stakeholder letter invited elected representatives to a stakeholder preview event which was held on Tuesday 12t
March between 1pm-2pm. Copies of the previously circulated launch community newsletter were also made available for

attendees to take away with them.

The public information days were held at Sandhill Golf Club on Wednesday 12" March and Thursday 13 March 2014 both
held between 2pm and 8pm. The time of the information days made sure that residents who work during the day could still

attend.

The public information days were attended by 78 people in total; 50 on Wednesday and 28 on Thursday. The event was

widely publicised via the local newsletter distribution and a launch press release issued to the local media (see Press
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Releases). Upon arrival at Sandhill Golf Club, visitors were asked to sign in and provide their contact details if they wished

to be kept informed about the progress of the planning application.

The sign in sheet allowed Peel Environmental to assess the reach of the consultation and identify which communities
attendees were from. Over the two events, the majority of attendees were from Great Houghton whilst the second most
represented area was Little Houghton, followed by Darfield. Attendees also visited from Middlecliff, Wombwell, Grimethorpe,
Market Rasen, Rawmarch, Sheffield, Broomhill, Brampton and Billingley. This data has been extracted via the sign in
sheets; the sign in sheets were signed by 42 of the 78 attendees. Therefore 36 attendees that attended the information days

did not provide information on where they had travelled from.

The majority of attendees took the opportunity to speak to the members of the project team in attendance, with the main
topics of interest being traffic and transport; the technology; air quality; jobs; and community benefit. A number of attendees

took copies of the community newsletter home.

Before the event on Wednesday 12t March, an hour long stakeholder preview session was held. Representatives were
invited to attend the preview session by letters, which were followed up with phone calls to encourage attendance. The
preview event provided an opportunity to view the proposals before their constituents, allowing for members of the project

team to address any issues or questions they may raise.

In response to a number of individual enquiries received during the information days, members of the project committed to

follow-up actions and contacting stakeholders with the requested information.

The findings and analysis from the information days can be found in the following sections of this document.

Feedback Forms

Feedback forms were provided during the information days and all attendees were encouraged to complete a form either on
site, or to take one away for return via the Freepost address. In total 32 completed feedback forms were received, most of

which were completed and returned at the information days. A copy of the feedback form can be seen in Appendix 6

Meetings Programme

During the consultation period, Peel Environmental contacted a number of local stakeholders and offered them meetings to

discuss the proposal in greater detail. This resulted in face-to-face meetings with:
o Leader of Barnsley Council and Council Officers

o  The Member of Parliament for Barnsley East

e Darfield ward councillors
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e Great Houghton Parish Council
o Sheffield City Region Local Enterprise Partnership — Dearne Valley Eco Vision
e ASOS

Further meetings have also been scheduled, but have yet to take place, with Little Houghton Parish Council and the Leeds

City Region Local Enterprise Partnership.

Press Releases

At the launch of the project a press release was issued to media outlets to provide an overview of the proposed
development. The press release also publicised the venues, dates and times for the information days, intended to reach a
wider audience. Members of the project team also met with reporters at the Barnsley Chronicle to brief them on the scheme

and provide further details about the application. Media coverage of the press release can be found in Appendix 7.

After the information days, a second press release was issued which provided an update on the number of attendees at the
events, and an overview of the feedback received. This follow-up release served to inform a wider audience about the key

areas of interest and provide the project team contact details for those who may have been unable to attend.

A final press release will be sent out following submission of the planning application which will provide details of the final
application and how the feedback received during consultation helped shape it, as well as information on how to take part in
Barnsley Council's formal consultation on the application. The press releases and a selection of media coverage can be

viewed in Appendix 7.

Community update

A community bulletin was circulated to those who took part in the consultation. This provided an update on the progress of
the application preparation, provided information regarding potential employment opportunities and included the community
contact points to encourage consultees to contact the project team. The bulletin, issued via post and email, was sent to all
those who participated in the consultation and provided their details to be kept updated, as well as local stakeholders. The

community bulletin can be viewed in Appendix 8.
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4.  Findings and feedback

i Introduction and Feedback Forms

This section of the report details the findings gathered from the completed feedback forms which were submitted to Peel
Environmental. Everyone who attended the public information days was offered a feedback form which offered them the
opportunity to give specific feedback as well as general comments. Throughout the event many attendees also relayed

verbal feedback.

This information represents ‘informed opinion’ as attendees were given the feedback forms once they had viewed the
exhibition and been given the opportunity to converse with members of the project team. Feedback was also received

through the community contact points including telephone calls, emails and letters through the post.

ii. Public Information Days

Data collected at both events was logged and analysed following the public information days. The following results also

include the feedback forms sent to Peel Environmental via the Freepost and email address.

The majority of those who filled out a feedback form found the information day either useful or very useful. This can be seen

from responses to the question, “Did You find today's Information Day useful?” which are detailed below.

20

16 -
14 -

12

10 +

o N B OO
I

Very Useful Useful Not Sure Not Useful Not at all Useful
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Overall 56% of respondents felt that the information day was “very useful”, whilst 37% of respondents felt that the day was
useful. Only 6% of respondents were not sure if the information day was useful and no respondents indicated that the day

was not useful. Therefore, overall 93% of respondents found the information days useful.

Sandhill Golf Club was chosen as a venue for the information days, as it is a well-used community venue which is easily
accessed from both Little Houghton and Great Houghton — the nearest communities to the site. The most represented
community at the information days was Great Houghton, with 15 out of the 42 people who signed in from this area. The
second largest attendee groups were residents from Little Houghton and Darfield. The below pie chart demonstrates the
locations of those who provide their address on entry to the information days, with additional locations including Wombwell,

Grimethorpe and Brampton.

H Billingley

B Brampton

H Darfield

B Great Houghton

B Grimethorpe

M Little Houghton

1 Market Rasen

1 Rotherham
Sheffield

= Wombwell

The feedback form served two main purposes, the primary being that it allowed local residents and stakeholders to give their
views and opinions on the application. A secondary purpose of the form is that it has allowed Peel Environmental to assess

which aspects of the proposal are most important to the local community.

The feedback received helped to shape the responses and information provided throughout the consultation to ensure that
these aspects were fully addressed. For this reason the attendees were also asked “Which areas of the development do
you feel are most important?” In order to asses this question a range of options were provided to attendees, who were
asked to tick the listed aspects of application which they were most concerned with. The bar chart below illustrates the
feedback received on this question.
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The feedback received shows that the main areas of interest to respondents were: traffic and transport; air quality and odour;
noise; and how the facilities will look.

Air quality and odour was ranked as the most important aspect by attendees, with 78% of respondents (25 out of 32)
selecting this option. The other aspects identified as most important to attendees were traffic and transport (68%), noise from
the Energy Park (62%) and how the facilities will look (56%). Generating renewable energy, diverting materials from landfill

and job creation were also popular choices amongst those who completed feedback forms.

The feedback form also provided respondents with a blanks space to make general comments about the proposed
development. Comments received were logged and reviewed and are available to view below. The comments received
were broadly in line with the above aspects, with respondents expanding on their selections and providing a general

overview of the communities’ views on the application. Where possible, these have been split into categories below.

Visual impact

Although air quality and odour was the main area of interest from the tick list, visual impact — in particular the treatment of the
proposed Energy Park and how it will fit within its surroundings — garnered the most comments from attendees. Those who
responded called for the project team to carefully consider the treatment and colour of the Energy Park buildings, as well as

suggesting exploring the potential for screening. Comments include:

e “Colour of buildings.”
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e “Very impressed with your architect - an honest professional. Do your best to hide it on the horizon! We asked lots
of questions and got honest (I hope) answers. We were reassured. | have asked for a further view point to be
taken to show from further round in the village. Other aspects of the project are then interesting if the initial ones are
acceptable.”

o “Would like as much screening as possible and buildings to be in a colour which blends with the environments, i.e.;
not white. | will be living directly across from what | consider will be an eyesore which will de-value my property so
please bear this in mind.”

o ‘| still have concerns about the size of the plant and its effects on the landscape.”

o “Tree screening would be needed and no odours or smoke to be allowed up the village.”

o “Colour to blend in with the landscape. Tree planting. Help build a park with trees like at Brampton.”

Odour and air quality

Air quality, odour and emissions from the proposed Energy Park were also of interest to those who completed feedback
forms. Mirroring the questions asked during the information days and the results from the feedback form tick list,
respondents asked for further detail about the proposed emissions from the Energy Park and whether the facilities would

produce odour. Comments include:

e “My concern is smell, noise and lighting at night along with traffic.”

o ‘| am still concerned about air pollution and its effect on nature.”

e “Still don't feel entirely confident in your proposals, am concerned about the above three aspects. Not really
reassured, to say there are a number of these facilities in Stoke, Birmingham etc, you didn't give us any
reassurance when you should have had the facts and figures etc.”

e “No actual facts and figures.”

e “To publish emissions from other existing sites.”

¢ “River environment should be kept clean and free from pollutants.”

The Information Day

In addition to making comments about the proposed development, several attendees also submitted comments about the

information day itself and members of the project team present during the events. Comments include:

e “The staff were very helpful and knew their subjects. | felt it was very easy understanding what you are trying to
achieve.”
o “Very impressed with the answers given to questions that | asked. Made me feel very comfortable with the facility.”

e “Well presented and staff happy to explain.”
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e “[found the presentation very good and the information given was very informative.”

o “Feel better about the other aspects e.g noise, smell after visiting your information day.”

Support/Interest in renewable energy generation

Members of the project team had numerous conversations with attendees during the information days who showed an
enthusiasm for renewable energy generation and were supportive of the proposed development. Respondents made

comments to this effect on the feedback forms. Comments include:

e “This looks a good development that is just right for this site. | like the idea of renewable energy being provided
here saving landfill. This area was once an energy producer when the mines were here, it is returning to being an
energy producer on a modern scale.”

e “Agood idea using recycled material which is regulated material. Promises made should be fulfilled.”

e ‘| am interested in all types of power production, providing there is minimal environmental impact and the power
produced is reasonably priced.”

e “Avery good idea if everything promised is put into practice.”

Traffic and transport

Attendees were also keen to learn if the proposed Renewable Energy Park would have an impact on local roads and how
this would be considered as part of the planning application process. In particular, the capacity of roads in the surrounding
area was discussed. Comments received include:

e  “Still worried about impact on traffic on what are already very busy roads.”
o “Advised wouldn't have many trucks running through rush hour but the board said expected between 8am and 6pm.
| think it needs to be looked at to delivery 9am - 4.30pm to prevent extra traffic on the already busy Dearne Valley

Parkway.”

Other

Additional comments were also made regarding noise, community benefit, waste contracts and an interest in the supply

chain opportunities. Comments include:

o “What noise is acceptable.”
e “Super fast broadband needs to be continued down from Middlecliffe Lane for locals. Delivering local jobs. A

childrens' park would be good to give something back to the local community in Little Houghton on the existing park
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location as the existing is not useable. Cycle paths should be upgraded along frontage of the proposed
development, as it has not been finished to bridge over A6195.”

o “With regards to the AD material, | have a concern that the council will be tempted to be a raw materials supplier.
This in my own opinion would mean we all will get a container for food waste. Two points - we have five containers
now and who will control the accompanying vermin!! | don't have much faith in the council doing it.”

o ‘“Interested from an agricultural point of view also about feeding the AD on excess whey product from cheese, also

by-product from AD to spread on farm land.”

As was intended, the information days prompted attendees to ask a wide variety of questions regarding the application, all of
which were responded to verbally at the events by members of the project team. This feedback proved valuable and helped

shape future discussions with key stakeholders, such as parish councillors.

In addition to recording and reviewing the feedback forms, Peel Environmental also committed to a number of follow-up
actions arising from the information days. This included providing more information to those who had requested it, setting up
further face-to-face meetings and generating additional artist’s impressions of the facility from the viewpoint of properties to
the north of Darfield and Great Houghton.

iii. Feedback from Community Contact Points

During the consultation, Peel Environmental operated a Freephone information line, Freepost address and dedicated email

address, all of which were publicised on materials throughout the consultation.
Most of the enquiries were received from stakeholders or residents who had been informed about the proposed and
requested additional information about certain aspects. Enquiries ranged from information about job opportunities; odour;

safety; regulation; and details about the proposed technology.

Peel Environmental ensured that each enquiry was dealt with in a timely manner and that the appropriate information was

provided. Where enquiries required a reasonable amount of information gathering, holding responses were issued.
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5. Outcomes

i. Pre-application Consultation Feedback

The application for the proposed Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park has progressed and evolved throughout the

detailed period of pre-application consultation.

It is important to note that many of the issues raised throughout this consultation process have been dealt with in detail and
at length in other documents submitted as part of the planning application. It is appropriate, however, to provide the
responses to the main points raised during the consultation and detailed in the ‘Findings and Feedback’ section of this

report.

Changes to the scheme following consultation

Following consultation, a number of changes to the application have been made. These are:
o Celebrate the development through the selection of materials
e Use a ‘camouflage’ colour palette
o Take forward the ‘consolidated massing’ design as it offered a refined aesthetic as this was considered to
be more appropriate to mitigating tis visual impact
o The retention, replacement and improvement of landscape boundary treatments, including shrubs and

ornamental trees to provide low level screening and soften the development with the landscape.

The main areas of interest and how Peel Environmental responded can be found below:

Visual Impact and Building Design

Those who participated in the consultation were keen to learn how visible the Energy Park would be from the surrounding
villages and what the building would look like. Peel Environmental received comments regarding visual impact on the

feedback forms and responded verbally to questions during the public information days.

It was explained that, as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would
be undertaken to examine the profile of the facility from key viewpoints. It was explained that owing to the equipment to be
housed in the proposed buildings, the Anaerobic Digestion facility will be around 15 metres tall, whilst the tallest point of the

Timber Resource Recovery Centre (the process hall) will be around 30m.

Various artist's impressions have been developed to show what the buildings could look like when in place. Several
viewpoints from around the site were considered and following requests from individuals at the public information days

additional viewpoints have been developed.
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The Design Review Panel

On the 4 March 2014 we presented the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park project to the Barnsley Urban
Renaissance Design Advisory Panel, an independent design panel who offer advice to designers to help develop schemes
into those with a high design quality that may be supportable for planning approval in design terms. The Panel were
presented with the design development process undertaken and agreed that the adopted ‘form follows function” design
approach was appropriate. The majority of panellists also supported the ‘consolidated massing’ design being developed.
However, the Panel considered that seeking to blend the building into its surroundings to help mitigate its visual impact was
not necessarily the most appropriate approach and advised that we should consider making more of an architectural
statement, and one which confidently celebrated the purpose of the facility. The final report recording the Panel’s review

identified a number of recommendations:

o Design a simple, celebratory expression of what is going on inside the buildings and structures; express as much as
possible as a linear process;

e Study new ‘closer up’ views and look at how the development meets the edge and the levels to help inform the
design;

e Study the glimpse views from Doncaster Road to help inform the design;

o Consider off site planting to foreshorten views if defence in depth is required;

o Inthe precedent studies include research into local industrial architecture, both present day and historical;

o Consider the involvement of an artist to help open up ideas and extend experience of the sculptural expression of

the development.

These were taken forward by the team into Stage 2 Design Development work and were reviewed as part of that process

and our responses to these advisory comments is covered under that section of the Design and Access Statement.

Design Changes - Colour

Feedback from the consultation and public information exhibition was for the preference for us to seek to ‘camouflage’ the
REP facility. It was also clear that from several viewpoints the REP would in the most part be read against a landscape
background rather than one of sky. All of this was very much reflected by that concluded by the Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA). The resulting change to the scheme should celebrate the development through the selection of
building materials and colour palette, which ensures that the facility is sympathetic to its surroundings. This would allow the

buildings facades to contrast with the sky and appear clean and crisp, reinforcing the refined aesthetic of the building forms.
Design changes - Screening
Feedback received through the consultation period discussed the visual impact of the development, and as a consequence

screening mitigation measures have been considered. Careful consideration has been given to the use of off-site planting to
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mitigate the visual impact of the REP and there is potential, with land owner’s agreement, to provide additional mitigation in
the form of additional or improved field boundary treatments and the planting up of redundant, poor quality or uneconomic

areas of land.

Although the Design Panel suggested that the development could be designed to make an architectural statement, feedback
from the public exhibitions did not mirror this, and the visual impact of the site was a greater issue. Whilst it is accepted that
a facility of this nature cannot be screened by conventional landscape mitigation, the location of the facility adjacent to an
existing, and much larger structure [ASOS], as well as the careful selection of building materials and colour palette have
ensured that the facility would, as far as possible, be sympathetic to its surroundings. Furthermore, the retention,
improvement and replacement of landscape boundary treatments would provide screening of low level activities such as

vehicle movements and lights etc. as well as softening the development with the introduction of a landscape framework.

Air Quality and Odour

Air Quality was a significant area of interest from respondents, which was again backed up by the comments received on

feedback forms; during the door-to-door newsletter drop and public information days; and from the enquiries received via the
community contact points. It was explained to attendees at the public exhibition and in the community newsletter that the

Environmental Impact Assessment would consider air quality.

Modelling was undertaken to assess the effect of emissions from the proposed facility, taking into account factors such as
other development in the local area. The assessments concluded that during construction there is the potential for dust and
it will therefore be necessary to introduce a range of mitigation measures such as erecting screens and barriers around dusty
activity, covering stockpiles, locating dust-causing activities away from receptors etc. With measures such as these in place
within a Dust Management Plan, it is expected that any effects will be insignificant. During operation the potential impacts on

local air quality and sensitive ecosystems are considered to be minimal.

Respondents were also interested in how odours would be controlled at the Anaerobic Digestion facility. This was an issue
that was raised on feedback forms; during the door-to-door newsletter drop and public information days; and from the

enquiries received via the community contact points.

It was explained to attendees at the public information day and in the community newsletter that odour would be considered
as part of the EIA and several mitigation measures would be in place to safeguard against any potential negative impacts.
All the feedstock would be taken directly into a reception hall which is fitted with fast acting shutter doors and kept under
negative pressure, to suck air into the building and prevent odours escaping. Any liquids taken to the site would be delivered
in sealed storage tanks. The air from within the reception hall is all passed through an odour control plant prior to its release,
ensuring odour is kept within the plant at all times. The Anaerobic Digestion takes place in entirely sealed containers which
also prevents any smells escaping. There would be no outdoor processing, storage, or handling of materials at any time. The

assessments concluded that the potential effects of odour during the operation of the facility are minimal.
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Traffic and Transport

Traffic and Transport was raised at the public information days, as well as enquiries received via the community contact

points. Concerns were raised regarding the potential for congestion at nearby roundabouts and junction capacity.

It was explained to attendees that a comprehensive Traffic and Transport Assessment was being undertaken as part of the
EIA. This looked at the existing levels of traffic on the local road network and the likely impact of Energy Park traffic. One of
the benefits of the site is its direct access onto the A6195 Park Spring Road, meaning that vehicles can avoid travelling
through villages such as Little Houghton. Vehicles will enter the site via an existing exit on the Houghton Main Colliery
Roundabout, which will be improved as part of the proposed development. All Energy Park traffic will use this entrance,

however each facility will have its own on-site entrance, gate and weighbridge.

Maximum vehicle figures were used to assess the impact of this traffic, meaning that the figures presented to the local
community represented ‘worst case scenario’ figures. This assessment established that there will be up to 65 HGVs
accessing the facility each day or 130 HGV movements (65 in, 65 out). It also established that there will be up to 25 light
vehicles accessing the site each day (50 movements) of other including staff, visitors and maintenance vehicles. It was
explained to attendees that if industrial units were to be developed at the site, for which planning permission exists, it could
generate an estimated 768 vehicle movements every day. Deliveries are expected between normal working hours, for
example between 7am and 7pm, Monday to Friday, and on Saturday mornings. No HGV movements to and from the site will

normally be permitted on Sundays or Bank Holidays.

The type of development proposed, whilst not generating substantial volumes of traffic, will include HGV traffic required for
the transport of materials to the site, and to a lesser extent, exports from the site. The operators have control over these
movements and have agreed to implement management strategies to minimise the impact of HGV movements on residential
amenity and highway operation during critical periods. This could include restrictions to the time periods in which deliveries
to and exports from the site would take place to avoid peak traffic periods, to restrict deliveries so that they normally be
within normal working hours, and to prepare routing plans to ensure deliveries use the most appropriate roads to access the

site.

A full Transport Assessment has been produced for the proposal. The Transport Assessment considers the impact of the
proposal on the A1695 Park Spring Road and site access. The Transport Assessment shows that the development will have
a minimal impact on the surrounding highway network and will generate less traffic than would be associated with the

existing planning permission for the site.

At the request of BMBC, the impact at the Broomhill and Cathill Roundabouts is also included within the Transport

Assessment. The effects of the development proposal are detailed in full in the Transport Assessment. The Transport
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Assessment demonstrates that changes in traffic movements arising from the proposed development can be accommodated

on the local highway network and that changes in traffic flow will be unnoticeable.

Whilst the assessment shows that the proposal will have a negligible impact in terms of transport, measures are still

proposed to reduce any potential impact, including a travel plan and a HGV movement strategy.

Support for renewable energy

Members of the community were keen to learn about the proposed technology and asked questions regarding the purpose
and need for the Energy Park. Members of the project team explained that the application is being brought forward against a
backdrop of increasing demand for renewable energy in the UK. The proposed Energy Park would generate up to 23MW of
renewable electricity (enough energy to power up to 55,000 homes?') contributing to and helping diversify the UK’s energy

generation capacity.

There was enthusiasm from a number of attendees at the public information days and during meetings with stakeholders to

use the site for renewable energy generation, particularly given the history of the site as a colliery.

Job creation and supply chain opportunities

Several members of the community enquired about the job opportunities at the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park and
communicated their interest during the newsletter drop and public information days. Job creation was also raised

consistently during stakeholder meetings.

The Energy Park will create up to 30 jobs during operation and up to 200 jobs during construction. Peel Environmental and
the wider project team have committed to working with local employment agencies and other organisations to ensure that the
job opportunities at the site are advertised to local people. Peel Environmental is committed to supporting local recruitment
and working with local job centres to ensure local jobseekers have opportunities to apply for the available roles. Supplier
Days may also been used as a way to give opportunities to local businesses to supply services and materials into the

construction and operation of the Renewable Energy Park.

The socio-economic statement accompanying the planning application demonstrates that direct job creation will bring
benefits to the local economy. The jobs created during the construction and operational phases of the development will

provide a mix of skilled jobs well-suited to the skills available locally.

It is also hoped that the development will act as catalyst to attract other businesses to the area surrounding the Energy Park,
helping to boost the local economy. It will help to meet the challenge laid out in BMBC'’s ‘Refreshed Economic Strategy: The

Jobs and Business Growth Plan’ to grow the local economy The Renewable Energy Park will add significant renewable

1 *Ofgem Typical domestic energy consumption figures 18.1.2011 of 3,300 kWh per household
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energy generation capacity to the local area, which addresses a growing concern of UK businesses about energy costs,
supply and security. Located in this part of Barnsley, the Renewable Energy Park, in tandem with other developments
nearby, will increase the attractiveness of the location for businesses. It directly addresses the opportunities arising from low

carbon energy sources identified in the Barnsley Growth Plan.
There are various supply chain opportunities that would be created by the development and during the consultation Peel

Environmental received a number of enquiries from potential suppliers offering their services. There were also a number of

local farmers that enquired about taking the digestate from the facility to use for land reclamation or as a fertiliser.
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6. Conclusions and Next Steps

i Conclusions

The programme of pre-application consultation detailed in this report demonstrates that Peel Environmental has taken a
comprehensive and thorough approach to community engagement on its proposal to develop the Houghton Main Renewable

Energy Park at the former Houghton Main Colliery site, off Park Spring Road, near Little Houghton.

Peel Environmental is committed to ensuring that local residents and stakeholders are fully informed about the proposal and
has employed a wide variety of methods to ensure that residents, elected representatives and stakeholder groups had a
chance to learn about the proposed development and comment as part of the consultation. This report shows that a
transparent, proactive and thorough approach was adopted, with the development team striving to provide as much detail as

possible in response to enquiries, both verbally and in written communication throughout the consultation.

It was important for Peel Environmental to carry through this approach from the launch of the project. The personal door
knock provided a chance for all residents in the local community to speak to a member of the project team, which in turn
encouraged participation in the consultation. Launching the proposals in this manner set the benchmark for the open and
proactive approach and typified Peel Environmental’s commitment to meaningful consultation. It is intended for such a

stance to be sustained following submission of the planning application to Barnsley Council.

Peel Environmental was encouraged by the broad range of feedback subsequently expressed by all of the channels put in
place as part of the consultation on plans for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park. All enquiries were responded to

and where appropriate, this helped shaped the proposal as it progressed.

The architectural design of the REP has been the result of a detailed design development process which has been
contributed to by a number of external parties, as well as shaped through the consultation process. This has been
accompanied by continually tested alternative designs in photomontages. The proposed design offers a dynamic
architectural response which in its form and colour treatment seeks to contextually and subtly blend the facility with its

landscaped setting.
The choice of ‘olive green’ as the colour for the majority of buildings and structures has been determined to best mitigate its

visual impact from distant views from where it is read against a landscaped backdrop. In contrast form nearby views, this

dark colour also allows the REP to be read crisply against the sky and celebrates its refined functional form.
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ii. Next Steps

Peel Environmental’'s comprehensive approach to stakeholder engagement will not be altered by the submission of the
planning application. Engaging with the local community and stakeholders as the application progresses will also be an
important, therefore it is intended to continue to provide updates at key project milestones as the project progresses through

the planning process.

It is the intention to distribute a follow-up letter to the local community following the submission of the application, which once
again will be sent to residential and business addresses in the communities closest to the Houghton Main site, namely Little
Houghton, Great Houghton and selected properties in Darfield. The letter will update recipients on the outcomes of the
consultation and outline the next steps for the project, as well as how they can make representations on the application

going forward.

Peel Environmental is also committed to maintaining the community contact points, including the Freephone Information
Line, Freepost address and enquiries email address, as the application progresses. These will be publicised at all available
opportunities and enquiries received by the project team will continue to be addressed and responses provided. In addition,
the dedicated project webpage will also be kept updated, whilst all application documents will be uploaded to this site and

available to download in PDF format.

Other proposed post-submission activity includes adopting a proactive stance with the local media, issuing press releases at

key project milestones to achiever a wider knowledge of the progress of the project.
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Appendices

Appendix 1 Statement of Engagement

Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

Statement of Engagement

1. Introduction

Peel Environmental Management (UK) Ltd is proposing to develop the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park
on the former Houghton Main Colliery at Park Spring Road, Little Houghton, Barnsley.

The Renewable Energy Park will feature two facilities side-by-side on the site:

- A 60,000 tpa Anaerobic Digestion facility

- A 150,000 tpa Timber Resource Recovery facility

This document details the methods that Peel Environmental will use to engage with the community and local
stakeholders, prior to submitting a planning application to Barnsley Council.

2. Timescales

Peel Environmental intends to submit a Scoping Report to Barnsley Council in January 2014, before commencing
pre-application consultation with the local community in February 2014. Peel Environmental intends to submit a
planning application, following consultation later in the year.

3. Objectives

Peel Environmental is committed to meaningful pre-application consultation, the purpose of which will be to:

- Engage with the community and local stakeholders to inform them about the Houghton Main Renewable
Energy Park

- Seek feedback on the proposals, which, where possible, will be incorporated into the final planning application
- Address any questions, issues or concerns that may be raised by members of the community

Consultation on the proposal will serve to proactively engage members of the community and stakeholders as
part of the programme. All feedback received will be collated, assessed and, wherever possible, will help shape
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the submitted planning application. A Consultation Assessment Report will also be submitted as part of planning
application to demonstrate the programme undertaken and the views gathered.

4, Stakeholders

Peel Environmental will seek to engage with a wide variety of stakeholders and stakeholder groups throughout
the pre-application consultation process. These will include residents and businesses in the nearby villages of
Little Houghton, Great Houghton and Darfield, elected representatives on Barnsley Council, local parish councils,
the Member of Parliament for Barnsley East and other interested parties.

5. Consultation Methods

A variety of methods will be employed to engage with identified stakeholders and ensure the consultation is
accessible and inclusive. The programme will communicate information about the proposed Renewable Energy
Park and encourage participation.

This Statement of Engagement has been prepared with regard to Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council’s
Statement of Community Involvement, adopted in 2006. The proposed methods are in line with the suggested
approach to applications of this nature.

5.1 Community Contact Points

Dedicated methods of communication, specifically for the Houghton Main proposal, will be set up and
monitored throughout the pre-application consultation period and following submission of the application.
These will include a Freephone Information Line, to be monitored during office hours and with a voicemail
facility, a Freepost address and a dedicated email address.

The low-cost nature of these methods ensures that members of the community can participate in the
consultation and that alternative provision for those without access to a computer or the internet is available.

The contact points are:
e Freephone - 0800 170 1418;
e Email - houghtonmain@peel.co.uk;
e Website - www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain;
e Freepost - Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park, Freepost RSKS SBBE LHHZ, c/o PPS Group, Hanover
House, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD.

All feedback received via the contact methods will be logged and responded to via the enquirer’s chosen
method of communication. This will be logged as part of the consultation and included in the Consultation
Report.

These community contact points will also be publicised in consultation materials such as newsletters and letters
to stakeholders.

5.2 Website

A dedicated section of Peel Environmental’s website will be set up, providing information about the proposal

and download links to related documents. This website will be available to view upon launch of the proposals
and will also publicise the above contact points.
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The webpage will be updated throughout the pre-application consultation period, and all publicly circulated
materials will be available to view online and download.

Once the application has been submitted to Barnsley Council, all documents submitted as part of the planning
application will be uploaded to the site for visitors to view.

5.3 Newsletter

In order to inform and engage residents living around the Houghton Main site, a community newsletter will be
produced and circulated to all residential addresses and businesses in Little Houghton and Great Houghton,
approximately 1500 addresses. The newsletter will also be sent to properties in Darfield, to the north of
Saltersbrook Road.

Representatives of the Peel Environmental project team will hand deliver the newsletters to the closest
residents to the site in Little Houghton. This will provide an opportunity for members of the community to ask
initial questions of the project team and could encourage participation in consultation events. The remainder of
the newsletters will be posted.

A second newsletter will be issued to the same stakeholders upon submission of the planning application. This
will provide an update on the final scheme submitted to Barnsley Council, including any outcomes from the
consultation, and explain the next steps of the planning process, such as how to engage with the formal
consultation conducted by Barnsley Council.

5.4 Letters/Emails
Identified stakeholders will be notified of the proposal by letter and/or email upon launch of the proposals.
Initially, the letter will introduce the scheme and provide details of the pre-application consultation programme.

The launch letter will also act as an invitation to meet members of the project team to discuss the plans in
greater detail.

Stakeholders will be kept updated throughout the consultation period by email and letter, as well as upon
submission of the planning application.

5.5 Presentations

As detailed above, stakeholders will be offered a briefing or presentation on the scheme to enable the project
team to discuss the development in further detail and provide immediate responses to questions. These
meetings may take place as part of a group, for example with local parish councillors, or on a one-to-one basis,
for example with the MP for the site.

Every request received to attend meetings of established groups will be considered and attended where
appropriate.

5.6 Media

A proactive approach will be taken to securing media coverage, with press releases circulated to local and
regional media outlets. Key local journalists will be offered interviews and one-to-one meetings, whilst all

enquiries from media representatives will be monitored and provided with a response where appropriate.

5.7 Public Exhibition Days
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Two half-day public exhibitions (on an evening or weekend) will be held at a suitable community venue close to
the site. A venue will be chosen that is easily accessible and within reasonable proximity to the site and
surrounding communities. Exhibition boards and artist’s impressions will be displayed during the events
including information about the proposed technology, assessments undertaken as part of the planning
application and responses to commonly asked questions.

The two events will be fully staffed by various members of the project team, enabling attendees to speak to staff
about the proposed development and ask questions. Preview sessions for elected representatives will be held
prior to the events opening to the general public.

Peel Environmental will publicise the Public Exhibition Days via the community newsletter, website and press

releases. An advert will also be placed in the Barnsley Chronicle to inform readers of the date, time and location
of the events.

5.8 Feedback Forms

During the Public Exhibition Days attendees will be encouraged to complete feedback forms, with the option to
return the form on the day or via the Freepost address at a later date. The questionnaire-style form will seek
the viewpoints on various aspects of the proposed development and provide space for general comments.

All opinions submitted will be logged, reviewed and considered by Peel Environmental.
5.9 E-Bulletins

Peel Environmental will also use E-bulletins (update bulletins sent by email) to communicate and update
stakeholders throughout the consultation period and post submission of the application.

5.10 Consultation Report

A Consultation Report will be submitted as part of the planning application, detailing the opinions expressed and
responses provided by Peel Environmental throughout the consultation. This will provide an overview of views
expressed and how feedback has been taken into account in the final planning application.

6. Summary

Peel Environmental is committed to carrying out meaningful engagement with the local community surrounding
the Houghton Main site. It is considered that the methods outlined above will provide local residents and
stakeholders with multiple opportunities to take part in the pre-application consultation and be fully informed
about the proposed Renewable Energy Park.

Page | 32



Appendix 2 Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park Website
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Appendix 3 List of Stakeholders

Stakeholders
Organisation Role Stakeholder
Barnsley Council Council Leader Clir Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
Barnsley Council Deputy Leader of the Clir Jim Andrews
Council

Barnsley Council

Cabinet Member for
Development, Environment
and Culture

Clir Roy Miller

Barnsley Council

Cabinet Member for Public
Health

ClIr Chris Lamb

Barnsley Council

Chief Executive

Ms Daine Terris

Barnsley Council

Ward member for site

Clir Brian Key

Barnsley Council

Ward member for site

ClIr Pauline Markham

Barnsley Council

Ward member for site

ClIr Caroline Saunders

Barnsley Council

Neighbouring ward member

Clir Dorothy Higginbottom

Barnsley Council

Neighbouring ward member

ClIr Jeff Ennis

Barnsley Council

Neighbouring ward member

Clir Dave North

Barnsley Council

Neighbouring ward member

ClIr Charlie Wraith MBE

Barnsley Council

Neighbouring ward member

ClIr Joe Hayward

Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Doug Birkenshaw
Chair
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Gill Carr
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | ClIr Alice Cave
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir John Clarke
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Phil Davies
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Karen Davies
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Robin Franklin
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Paul Hand-Davies
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir David Leech
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Penny Lofts
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Brian Mathers
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Kathryn Mitchell
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | ClIr Margaret Morgan
Barnsley Council Planning Regulatory Board | Clir Caroline Makinson

Barnsley Council

Planning Regulatory Board

ClIr Brian Perrin

Barnsley Council

Planning Regulatory Board

ClIr Ken Richardson

Barnsley Council

Planning Regulatory Board

Clir Ann Rusby

Barnsley Council

Planning Regulatory Board

Clir Harry Spence

Barnsley Council

Planning Regulatory Board

Clir Peter Starling

Barnsley Council

Planning Regulatory Board

ClIr Mick Stowe

Barnsley Council

Planning Regulatory Board

ClIr Richard Wraith

Barnsley East

MP

Mr Michael Dugher MP

Little Houghton Parish Council

Chair of Parish Council

Mr John Betton

Great Houghton Parish Council

Clerk

Mr Martin Fensome

Brierly Town Council Acting Clerk Ms Sarah Mozer
Sandhill Golf Club Club Secretary Mr Steve Gavin
Sandhill Primary School Headteacher Mrs J.B. Hurst
Darfield Upperwood Primary School Principal Mr A. Budd

Darfield All Saints C of E Primary School | Headteacher Ms Courtenay Walls
Netherwood Advanced Learning Centre | Principal Mr Toby Eastaugh
Grimethorpe Ladywood Primary School | Headteacher Miss C. L. Grainger
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Milefield Primary School Headteacher Mrs P Murray
Darfield Cricket Club Chairman Mr John Adamson
Darfield Juniors FC Manager Mr John Dale
Darfield Community Centre Secretary Ms Carol Robson
Mitchell and Darfield Social Club

Barnsley College Principal Mr Colin Booth
Sheffield City Region Chief Executive Mr Ben Still

Leeds City Region Chairman Mr Roger Marsh
Barnsley Development Agency Development Manager Mr Andrew Ainsworth
The Barnsley Business and Innovation Operations Manager Ms Lyndsey Maw
Centre

Coalfields Regeneration Trust Chief Executive Officer Mr Gary Ellis
Barnsley & Rotherham Chamber of Chief Executive Mr Andrew Denniff
Commerce

Think Low Carbon Officer Ms Lindsay Clifton
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Appendix4 Houghton Main February Newsletter

Houghton Main Energy Park

A community newsletter from Peel Environmental Ltd

Renewable Energy News

Pezel Emvironmental i= planning to develop s Renewsble Energy
Park at the farmer Houghton Main Colliery site. Thia community
newsleiter provides information on cur plans and how you can
get in touch.

The project

For decades, Houghton Main Colliery helped power the region and
keep the Lights an, with thousands of fannes of czal mined from
below ground. This = the next chapter in the Houghtan Main story,
whers the site could once again be uzed 1o provids 2 source of
en=rgy for genarations ta coone by making good use of materials
that would otherwise be wasted.

We are lagking 1o build an Anaerchic Digestion; facility and = Timber
Reacurte Recovery Centre {0 ant side by =ide on the site. Together,
the bwa facilities will generate up to Z3MW of low-carban eleciricity,
encugh to power around 55,000 homes - or 178 villages the size of
Litite Houghten.

The facilties will us= biomass materials to create both electricty
end heat, helging reduce our reliance on fosail fuels and increass
the mic of methods we use o create cur energy The Houghton Main
Renewable Energy Park will use woad I=ft after recycling in the
Timber Resource R Centre and left-over food products as e
fuel in the Ans=robic Digestion plant.

Freephone; 0800 170 1418 |During office hours b

Email: houghtonmain(dpeel.co.uk
Web: www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain

e rmomit
/] Hmml /]
—

Aawellas generstng ensrgy, cur plans will alac have = positve
efiect on the locs! econony, Up to 200 jobs will be created during
construction, with up 1o 30 staf| required tc oparate the Energy
Park. Busines=as in Barnsley could alsc benefit from aupply chain
gpportunities on ofier as part of the praject, which in total woutd
represent an investment of over E80 million:

Putting you in the picture

Oncewe have finalis=ad cur plans we will be submitting a planning
application to Barnsley Counal o consider; But before we do, we
want to ensure you know what cur plans involve and gve you a3
chance to ask any questions about the project.

Asweilazbeing able to contact us directily, using details on the badk
pege of this newsletter, we 'd Lika ba irate you to come along to our
Information Days. These will take place st the Sandhill. Golf Club,
Middlecliff Lane, Little Houghton, Barnsley, 572 0HW on:

* Wednesday 12th March 2014, 2pm - 8pm
* Thursday 13th March 2014, 2pm - 8pm
Come along and speak to members of our project t=am, who will be

on hand to talk you through the propoasai and explam the project in
graater detail
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Where is the site?

The land we want to develop i the former Houghton Main Colliery site, to the Ata gum‘

west of the A8155 Pack Spring Read. Triangular in shape, the site can be acceszed

from 1he Houghton Main roundabout, on the opposite ste of the raad 1o the ASOS If built, the Houghion Main Renswable
Fulfitment Centre Energy Park could:

The site, which = around 3.7 hectares in uze, has sat empty =ince cpen ca=t mining * Prownde up to 30 jobs during operation,
finizhed there in 2001, Planning permis=zion to build up to 17 industral units on the wp to 200 jcba dunng construction and
sit= was granted in 2008. However, to date, no busineases have chosen o locat= {o =upply chain oppartunities far the area
the =ge.

Genarate encugh renewable energy to
Thers are a number of reazons why this site would be & goad location for energy power up 1o 55,000% homes
generation. As well as being identified as having the potential for e mployrment
uze, the site has sxcellent =xisting tranaport Links, dires onto the A8155. The
land has alao previously been developed, meaning we are not proposing to use
greenfield land

Act as catalyst to attract cther
busineases to the are=a surrounding the
Energy Park, helping to boost the local
economy

Crucislly, the Energy Park could also encourage further interest in the
surreundng The develcpment offers the potentisl to export heat and
electncity to current or Ruture nearby businesses, which could help sitract new
employers ta BEarnaley, OQur plans are deliverable and we are keen to see that such

[ L - o Bpses £33 204
private investment becamnes a reality. R g st SER R

Make good uze of & previcusly developed
area of land, which is scarce in the
borough

Meet our team

At Pzei Emvironmental, we manage and develop projects in the energy and
ermironmental sectors, working with technology providers to addreas the energy
challenges we face. We identidy sites thatwould be suitable for development, and
then carefully conaiderwhat the best use of the land would be

In order to ensure our projects become a reality, we cfien team upwith developmeant
partners who bring their own expertize and knowledge to the project 12am. At
Houghton Main we areworking along=ide Harworth Estates lwho own the former
colliery site and have restored {he site 1o enable development], and two other
companies that will help dasign, build and eventually operate the two faclities

Tamar Energy making up the Energy Park.

Tamar Erergywill operate the Anaserobic Digestion faaldy coce it is up and running.
The company ia one of the UK's leading reneaable energy businesses and plans to
have a metwork of up 1o 40 plants in operaticn by 2018, The company is backed by
investors including the Duchy of Corrwall and Sainsbury's

CAMBMONAMILY

g Northern Bio Poser Limred is 2 new company owned by Carbonarius, & speaalist
developer of advanced biomass energy projects. Carbonaris, & §

0-Gen UK Limited and the UNA Group, has developed twe advac

nt veriture betw
Timber Rezource

AT, Recavery Centres [TRRCs) in Birmingham end Plymouth, while O-Gen UK alone has
*m N UT('\L' m developed two TRRCs in Stoke and Derty. Carbonarius recentlywon the National
WAL Bi() P\\“’L‘r Recytling Awards 2013 for the Best Energy from Waste initistive

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During off
Email: houghtonmain(dpeael.co.uk

Web: www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain

Page | 37



Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

The Anaerobic Digestion facility

Every yesr, ihau=ands cf tonnes of food are serd to landfillinthe UK
But what ifwe could L=e this leftover arganic matenal ta help power cur
homes? Ans=robic Digestion enables us to do just thi=

The methed = not new, ¢ has been arcund for 100years, but over the
decades it has heen progr=ssively developed and Improved. Ana=robic
Digestion, orAD, i now widely used across Europe, particularly s
Germary where 7000 plants burn arganic matenals into electricty,

AD facilies wark by placing arganic rmatenals into sealed tanks, where
miEro-organiamis break down the matenal and create a biegas, This
biogan is then used to create electricky ard hast. The process alao
creafes a digestate, & stable and nuirient-rich substance thet canbe
used 03 a fertiliser or sed conddioner

Tamar Energywill be boking 1o use materals from & vanely of
dfferent scurces within the foed industry, such s farma, resteyrants,
orschools

Houghten Main Calliery

roundabaut
Site Area

i
L

/] Bmamll /I3
i

The Timber Resource Recovery Centre

Whilst pzople may think thatwe maks {he most of all wacd praducts,

this 100 i= often wasted. Incressinglywaste wood, or biomass as
s commanidy referred to, & being seen as a sustainable wey to help
meet pur enargy demands

‘We are propasing to develop a Timber Reacurce Recovery Cenire
which will use previously used wood to oreate low carbon energy.

At the Energy Park, the Timber Resource Recovery Cantre will treat
and proceaswood derved products such as timber and paper, l=ft
siter recycling. The materisiswill be placed intc a chamber and
hestad o high tempearstures in 2 low oxygen ervironment to produce
what is known 22 & syngas. This syngas can then be used to create
steam, which can power an electricty-producing turbine

This method ts used successfully around the world, 2s enemy
generators leok for » renewable future. To ensure the faclily is

sustainables, the biomass will be sgurced froms a= clos= o the
ste as possible

Anaarchic
Digastion Facility

Timber Rascurce
Recovery Facility
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Houghton Main Energy Park

A community newsletter from Peel Environmental Ltd

—
Al omi

/] Ammi /]
e

What happens next

For the Energy Park 1o become a reality,
planning parmission wil be scught from
Barnaley Council. We are at an early siage
of our project arid are currentiy preparing an
application ta submit to the Council

We are looking for feedback on our
proposals from the local community at the
Information Days.

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA|

Az part of the applicaton process, we are
carrying cut an Environmentel impact
Assassment [EIA), which will assess the
emwironmental aspeacts of the propasalin
detail. For examale, the EIA will ecamine

how the Ensroy Parkwill lzok from several
viewpaints and how vehicies will travel ta and
from the site.

Whenwe have completed cur assessments
they will be submitted a2 part of the planning
spplicaticn and made available for the public
toVisw

Find out more

We ar2 keen to speak 1o local residents about our plans and let you know exactly what the Energy Park willinvolve, Come
zlong to our Information Days at Sandhill Golf Club, Middlecliff Lane, Little Houghton, Barnsley, S72 OHW on:

= Wednesday 12th March 2014, 2pm - 8pm
« Thursday 13th March 2014, 2pm - 8pm

Get in touch

There are a number of ways in which you can contact us.
Whether it is to ask a specific question or simply find out

more about the plans, we are happy to talk to you about the
Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park. You can contact us by:

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During office hours Mon-Fril
Email: houghtonmainfdpeel.co.uk
Web: www pael.co.uk/houghtonmain

Write to us: Freepost: RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park,
¢/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchaster, M1 4FD
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Appendix 5 Exhibition Display Boards
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A sustainable future

for Houghton Main colliery

Welcome to the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park
Information Day, where you can find out about our plans
to develop the former colliery site and ask any questions
you may have about the project.

Pleazs feel bree 1o take 2 Meeat our team

lock around and cpeak fo
mermbers of the project t=am
who will be happy lo talk you
through our plans to defver

Today provides a chence for you 1o meet members of our project feam,
who will be workmg together to prepare 2 planning application for the
sie andwill be irvolved in the Ensrgy Park a% it pmgresses

a new rencwable energy Peel Ervironmental is leading the scheme. We menage and develop
source for Barnsley. You can projecis in the arergy and environmental ceclors, helping 1o address
alco fifl in @ questonnaire to the energy challenges we face by delvering projects that will help
Iet us knowyour thought= meet our increasing demand for slecincity. We regularly collaborate
with technolagy providers and development pariners bo delaer our
progecis,
At Hooghton Main, we are pleased ta be warkng with Tarnar Energy,
one af the UKz lzading r=newabl gy buss whowill operate

part of the Energy Park. The campany = aiming to have a network of
40 facilibe= acroce the country by 2015.We are also working alongside
Naorthern o Power, owned by Carbonanus, o venture that has alresdy
delsvered o nusnber of advanced ensrgy projects across the counlry and
won a Natiorsl Baccling Award lor #swork in the energy sectar

Together, we want {0 deliver the next chapler for energy generation af
Houghton Man and bring iInvesiment into Barnsley.

Freephone: 1800 170 1418 [During office howrs Man-Fri
Email: houghtonmainGpesl.couk
Web: waww.peel co.ukfhoughtonenain
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Where is the site?

The site is part of the former Houghton Main Colliery, where coal was mined for
decades to power the region and keep the lighis an. Triangular in shape, the land
can be accessed directly from the Houghton Main Colliery roundabout on the
A6195 Park Spring Road.

Following the clesure of the colliery, the area Hougmon
was subzeguently open cast mined, befor= being
restored for redevelopment by Harworth Ectates
who own the land. Permicsion was gven by
Barnsley Council to build 17 industral undzs an the
zite in 2008, w was extended in 2011 However
the developrnent has failed to move forward due toa
 of interest from potental accupiers

Main Collery
roundabout

Ourvision for Houghton Main

‘We are propesing to develop the Houghton Main
Renewabla Energy Park al the cae, whichwill ad
as a hub for energy production with two sepamie
tacililies opernting side-by -cde Il budt, the Ensrgy
Park will include an Anacrobic Digeston [AD]
taciity and Timbes Retource Recavery Centre
[TRRC}which, fogether, would generate up fo Z3MWV
ol renewshle slecincily from sustamable materials.
That’z encugh 1o power around 55,000 homes® - ar
178 willnges the size af Litle Houghton

The project would represent £80 mitlion of prvate
imestment info the local ecanarmy and would
creste around 200 jobs dunng construction and 30
pozitians once the Energy Park & up and running,
Building and operating the Energy Pack would also
prowide supply chain apportunitiss, of which local
traders could take advaniage-

I Y symass s () cemmarn S W LATT o L NN
Cazaewrt

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During office howrs Man-Fri)
Emall: houghlonmain@peslcouk
Web: waw peel oo uk/houghtanmain
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Building a sustainable future

Arslt smoprecsion of tha propocod
Hoaghinn NG Rerewabia Enamy Park

The UK has traditionally relied on fossil fuels to power our homes and businesses,
with coal-fired power stations producing a large percentage of our electricity:

Wiih cur exishng energy inlrastructurs ageing and
European legislation bightening the rules around carbon
emissions, a number of power staticre in the UK are cet
to clngce. While foszil fuels <till have = role tn play m our
energy mix in the short term, we have 1o look Jor mare
sustainable olutions for the future

Saciairable generation methods such as bomacs
eneryy are being seen 23 one ol the zolutions to the
problem. In partz of the UK vigin biomass, or wood

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During office hours Mon-Fril
Email: houghtonmainidpesl.couk
Web: www.peelco.ul/houghtonenain

that haz been grown for energy generation, 15 being
uzed {o generate =lectnaby. We are proposing to use
biornazs matenals that many people would consider 1o
be wasie and which currently go to langfill. The Energy
Park will take previously uzed wood and food waste

and uze il fo create electnaby. Not only will this belp
brdge the ensrgy gap but it will also peevent valuable
matenais being discarded in landfill, which = becoming
increasingly expencive due to Government baves.
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The Anaerobic Digestion facility

The Anaerobic Digestion process is well established. It is used widely across Europe

to make good use of organic materials that would otherwise be bured in landfill

Here in the UK, it is being used on both a small and large scale to generate energy

in @ more sustainable way.

Our propoced Anasmobic Digestion facility would
he locsted on the eactern cide of the cite, clocest
to the A4195, and would accept up to 40,000
tonnes of arganic feedstock each year to create
IMWN of electricity.

Anaerchic Digestion, or AD, & a natural process

where organic or biomasc materials, such as food

waste, are broken down by micro-organisms and

corwerted into energy.

* Materialc are placed inside cealed tanks, whers
micro-ceganicms digect them in a similar way
to compaosting.

This process releases a hiogas s micture of
carbon dicide and methanel which is then
uced in @ modemn gas engine to create haat
and electricity.

This electricity could be supplied directly to
nearby businecsec or fed into the National Grid.

The process also produces what iz known as 2
digestate, a nutrient-rich subctance that can be
uced as a hicfertilicer by farmers. In fact, the AD
process has a historic link with the agnoultural
nduztry and s common place on farms up and
down the country.

Freephone: 0820 170 1418 [During office hours Man-Fril
Email: houghtonmain@pesl.couk
Web: www.peel co.ukfhoughtanmain

AnArasradic Dvestan 130ty urng coretructio

The feedstock used in the AD facility would come
from the food industry, including preduction and
food processing, threugh o restaurants, hatels and
scheals.

Tamar Energy, whowill design and operate thic part
of the Energy Park, hac severalfacilities currently in
develcpment and operation and aims 10 establish &
nework of custsinable snergy hubs acrozs the UK.

WW

Tamar Ensrgy
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The Timber Resource

Recovery Centre

Bactxcly ond Haot
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With the need for renewable energy sources a constant demand in today's society,
energy generation companies are looking at how we can best use the materials
at our disposal. Organic products such as wood contain stored up energy, so why
would we send such materials to landfill?

Inztead of it going te landhill, Northern Bio Powerwill
use previously used woed froen the surrounding area
in the Timber Resource Recovery Centre at Houghton
Main. The biomass uced will include wood products
recoversed from domestic and industrial sources after
the removal of cther valuable recyciable materials.
Otherwoad-derived fuels cuch ac paper products may
alzo be uzed in the process.

How does itwork?

We propose to uce gacification, = type of thermal
trestment, to create energy from bicmass materials,
The left-oyerwoed, or hiomass, 15 placed into s
chamber, wher= the amount of axygen present &
carefully controlled. The wood is then heated to high
temperatures which breaks down the material without

The Timber Recource Recovery Centre will be made up of
two main compenends, the reception hall, whers biomass
will be broughtin and stored, and the procecs hall, where
electricity is generated. This festure of the Energy Park
wil generate up to 20MW of el=ctricity from 150,000
toanes of material each year and will produce a stable
source of energy 24 hours a day.

burning it. This reaction creates what ic knownaca
syngas.

It is thic qyngas that is the key to cresting eleciricity.
The gas is captured and combustad ta generate steam,
which in turn powers an electriciy-producing turbine.
The generated =nergy can then be fed directly to nearty
uzzrs and into the National Grid.

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During office hours Man-Fri
Email: houghtonmanidpesl.couk

web: www.peel co.ukfhcughtanmam
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A New Chapter in the

Houghton Main story

Barnsley has a rich history of generating energy
having employed thousands of local people in the
coal mining industry.

Our pruoposal weuld be the next chapler in energy generation ot the Houghton Main calliery site, creating pb=
boaching the local ecanamy 2nd playing a part in helping pawer the regian

Az the land iz provicusly-developed, # means we are not uzing Barnsley = green spaces. The direct access onto the
AL195 £ also a sgnificant beneft of thic cite. The Ensrgy Park could alze be a hub for altracting new emaloyers

to the area by directy pronding renewable heat and el ity. There are zeveral sites n the surrcunding areas
zarmarked for employment use and our propesal could feed a lowers cast and stable supply of elacinody drecty to
the door of exsting or new employers, meaning mare westment and more jobz for Barnsley

The Potential

It built, the Houghton Main Renewable Enargy Park could:

Prrede up fo 30 jobs during opsration and up in 200 jobs during
construdiion

Create supply chain oppurtunites for the area

» Gensrale encugh renewabile energy lo power up 1o 55 000* homes

o Act 3z cainlys o sbtract other businesces (o the area surmoending the
Encrgy Park, hielping to buos! the locel econony

* Make good uze of n previcusly developed area of land, which iz scarce
m the horosugh
* Genzrale energy from malerials that would ctherwise be sent to tandhill

"2 Y rE St s g sssmerph e tpem TG T o N0 0 ) g ekt

Freephone: 1600 170 1418 [Duning cffice hours Man-Fril
Emall: houghtonmainibpesl.couk
Wb www.peelco.ulk/houghlanemain
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Our progress so far

We are at a relatively early stage of the development
process for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park.

For the type of project, the potential impact on the
surrounding eraronment must be considered ns

part of an Eraronmental Impact Ascescsment [E1A]
The EIA = a comprehencie set of detailed studies

that examinas key azpecis ol the propesal, such as
traffic and transport: landscape and wvisual impact

air qualdy; nowse; and ecology among others

So far, we bave mel with the planning department
at Bamsley Council to discuss the type of
assestments we will carry out as part of the EIA
Following agreement with the Council, we have
hegun work an thezs aszecsments. Once thes=

are camplete, the resulls will be submitted az part
aof the planning application, which will be publichy
available 1o view

Designing the Energy Park

Throughout the development procescwe have to take inte account the funciionality of the two facilifies and
how the Energy Park would loak from vanous wewpeoint=. Owing to the 2quipment to be housed in'the propased
twildings, the Anaerobic Digestian facilify will be arcund 15 melres tall, whils! the tallest pmint of the Timber
Rezource Recovery Centre [the process hsll) will be around 30m.

Our Landscape und Veual Impact Azzeszrnent will show how the Ensrgy Park will appear from surrounding
key views andwe have already started working up artist 'z impressions of what the busldings could look like when
it place.

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During office hours Man-Fril
Email: hcoghtormaindpesLoo uk
Web: waww._peel oo ukfhoughtonmain
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Protecting the environment

Traffic and Transport

How fuel s trang
conmiderations. We are currently carmying out a cornprehenswe trafhic
and fransport assessroent that will ook »t the Yypes of vehicies that will
travel 1o and from the site and the capacity of the surrounding roads

ried to the Energy Park will be ane of gur key

One of the bap=hizs of the site & il direct access onto the AG19S Park
Spring Road, meaning that vehicles can avoid travelling through willages
such as Little Houghton. Vehicles will enter the site via an existing exit
on the Houghlon Main Collizry Rourdabout, which will b improved az
part of the propozed development. All Enecgy Park traffic wall use this
entra
andwesgh beidoe

c=, however each Baclity will kave itz own on-gite entrance, gate

‘We anticipate that around 65 HGVs would trvel {o and from the site
each day, which = 130 indmidual movements, Around 25 light vehicles,
such az staff cars, would accezs the zite each doy. To provide &
camparisen, if indusinial units were to be developed of the site, for which
planning permission ensts: d could generale an estimated 748 vehicle
muvements every day

Deinvenes are expecied between normal warking hours, for example
between Bam and &pm, Morduoy ta Friday, and on Saturday mornings

=
E

Vil
e

Flood Risk

Az with many typec of
developrnen, the sk of Hood
must sizo he conmderad. Masi
of the zde st wathin Flood
Zone 1, which = classified 2=
the lowest nck of ficoding

A zmail portion of the tand,

in the north west comer of
the =ie, i within Flood Zone
2, which means there < 3
medum rick of flooding.

The layout of the proposed
Energy Park hat deen designed
o minimize any rsh of
fiooding. We are in the process
of carrying out a detadied

Flood Risk Assecsment

which examines thic in depth,
however we have been sure to
take zuch factors inlo account
during our early work. The land
within Flood Zone 2 = mosty
free of development, with
shructures raised

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During office hours Man-Fri
Email: houghtormainipesl couk
Web: www.peelco.ulhoughtonenain
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Protecting the environment

Air Quality and Odour

There will be a number of ways we will prevent
zmells eccaping from the AD incildy. All the

would be taken directly nio a reception
hall which = fitted wih fazt acting shulter doors
and kep! under nagative presure {0 suck ar inlo
the buildng and prevent zmells ezcaping. Ary
liquids taken fo the e would be delvered in sealed
storage tanks.

Th
through an odour control plant pror to iz releace
enzuring odour s kept within the plant at all hmes
The Anaernbic Dhgestion takes place in entirely
sealed contamers which alzo provents any smells
eccaping, There would be no outdcor proces
storage, or handling ol matenals of any tirne

air fraom within the rec=pban hall is all pazze

Noise

We have wisited hey localions in the surmuniding
area to monitor sxnsting nose levels and this
information will be used to madel the nose
azzaciated with operation of the Energy Park and
the equipment enclosed within itz buiddings. Dur
noise assessment will alza take into account oy
zopnds made by Energy Park vehicles and any
control measures that we need to put in place.

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During cffice howrs Man-Fril
Emall: houghtonmainbpesl.couk
Wb www.peelco.ui/houghlaneain
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Our next steps

We are currently carrying out assessments which will be submitted as part
of the planning application to Barnsley Council. Once we have consulted with
the tocal community and prepared a detailed application, we will submit this
to the local authority to consider.

The betow timeline outlines how we anticipate the project will progress in the coming months:

March 2014 - Community Spring 2014 - Undertaking Autumn 2014 - Deterrmnaton

conzultation and preparation of ’ Environmental Impact ’ of the application by Barnaley
the plannng application z=ment [EWA] and Counail

submission of the planning

application

At Peel Ervaronmental, we ame comenitted to meaningful engagement with the focal community and we will keep you
miarmed aswe progrezs with our plans for the Houghlon Main Renewable Energy Park

We'd be gratedul if you would take the tirpe 1o complele a feadback form, available at fedoy s information Day, and
refurn it n the box provided or via our Freepost address. We will collate and review all feedbock recened and, where
pozzible, take thiz inta account throughoul the development protess

Got a question?

Don't worry if you think of a question about the project nt » later dale, you can gel in touch with a member of the
propect teism who will be happy to help you You can:

« Calt us: Freephane 0800 171 1418 [During alfice hours Man-Fril

« Email us: houghtonmainipesi co.uk

*Write to us: Freepost: REKS-588E-LHHZ, Houghton Maun Renewabis Ensrgy Park, ofa PPS Beoup, 30-32
Chariolie Stmet, Manchesier, M1 4FD

«Visit us at: www.peel could houghtonmam

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 [During office howrs Man-Fri)
Email: houghlonmaini@peslcouk
Web: waw.peel co ui/houghtanmain
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Appendix 6 Feedback Form

Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

Feedback Form

.
e

Vil ™ mji
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Thank you for visiting the Information Day and taking an interest in our plans for the
Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park. Please complete this feedback form to let us
know what you think about the project.

Did you find today’s Information Day useful? (please tick)

o Very Useful o Useful o Not Sure o Not Useful ONot Useful At All

Which aspects of the project are you most interested in? (please tick)

o Design of the Energy Park o Job creation
o Traffic and transport o Supply chain opportunities
o Generating renewable energy o Diverting materials from landfill
o Air quality and odour o Noise from the Energy Park
o How the facilities will look o Other

If other, please state below:

Please provide any further comments on our proposal.

Your comments will be snalyzed by PPS (Local and Regional) Ltd on Sehalf of Peel Enwronmental. Copies may be mace avaiadle, in dus
course, to the local plenning autharity zo it can note your comments. We will, however, request that your personsl detzils are not placed on
the public record. Your personal details will ba held zacurely By PPS and Peal Environmental in sccordance with the Data Protection Act 2000,
will be uzed zolely in connection with the consuRation procesz and zubzeguent planning appiications and, except 2z noted above, will not be
peszed to any third partiez.
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Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

Want to be kept updated on our plans? Please provide your contact details below.

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:

| would like to be kept in touch via (please circle): Phone / Email / Post

Need further information?

You can contact a member of our project team via the methods below, including Freephone and email.

Completed feedback forms can be returned in the provided box at the Houghton Main Information Days
or via our Freepost address: FREEPOST RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Houghton Mzin Renewable Energy Park, c/o
PPS Group, Hanover House, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD.

Returning your form

We will review all questions and comments as part of our consultation on the application. Comments
will be considered as part cur Consultation Report, which will be submitted as part of the pianning
application to Barnsley Council. We kindly ask that forms are returned before Monday 24™ March 2014.

Freephone: 0800 170 1418 |During office hours Mon-Fri)

Email: houghtonmain@peel co.uk

Web: www.pee uk/houghtonmain

Your comments will be analyzed by PPS [Local and Regional) Ltd on Sehaif of Peel Enviconmental. Copiez may be made avsiable, in dus
course, to the local planning suthority zo it can note your comments. We will, however, request that your perzonal detailz are not placed on
the public record. Your perzonel detsils will be held zacurely by PPS and Peel Emiranmental in azcordance with the Data Procection Acs 2000,
will be uzed zolely in connection wath the consukation process and subseguent planning spplications and, excegt 22 noted above, will not be
pessed to any third parties.
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Appendix 7 Press Releases and Media Coverage

Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Plans launched for £80 million Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

Plans for a £80 million Renewable Energy Park at the former Houghton Main Colliery site in
Barnsley have been unveiled by Peel Environmental.

The proposed Energy Park would include an Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility and @ Timber
Resource Recovery Centre (TRRC), and generate renewable heat and power from biomass
materials such as waste wood and lefi-over food products.

The project could create up to 200 jobs during construction and 30 during operation and
generate up to 23MW of renewable electricity — enough to power around 55,000 homes.

Jane Gaston, Development Manzger at Peel Environmental, said:

“We belicve that this a fitting use of the former colliery site, which helped power the
UK and keep the lights on for decades. The Energy Park would be the next chapter in
energy generation at Houghton Main, using renewable materials to provide a more
sustainable solution to meet our growing need for energy.

“Our plans would also deliver substantial investment in Barnsley, create around 230
new jobs and offer opportunities for local suppliers and traders to benefit.

“The site is ideal for renewable energy generation. Not only has it previously been
developed, meaning we are not using Barnsley's green spaces, it is also surrounded
by land earmarked for employment use. By offering a source of renewable heat and
energy to local users, the Energy Park could act as a catalyst to attract other
businesses and employers to the area.”

Peel Environmental is working alongside development partners Tamar Energy, who will build
and operate the AD facility, and Northern Bio Power, who will deliver the Timber Resource
Recovery Centre.

Members of the project team will be on hand to answer any questions about the Renewable
Energy Park at two public Information Days, to be held at Szndhill Golf Club, Middlecliff Lane,
Little Houghton, Barnsley, $72 OHW on:

Wednesday 12th March 2014, 2pm—8pm
Thursday 13th March 2014, 2pm — 8pm

Jane Gaston added:

“We have been visiting homes in Little Houghton this week and are keen to speak to
local residents so we can explain exactly what our plans entail.”
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Anyone who is interested in the scheme, or would like to speak to @ member of the project
team, can call Peel Environmental’s Freephone Information Line on 0800 170 1418 (during
office hours Mon-Fri).

<ENDS>
Notes to Editors
Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

Peel Environmental is bringing forward plans for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park at
the former Houghton Main Colliery site. The site is accessed from the Houghton Main Colliery
roundabout of the A6195 Park Spring Road, near Little Houghton.

If built, the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park could:

e Prowvide up to 30 jobs during operation, up to 200 jobs during construction and supply
chain opportunities for the area

e Use renewable materials such waste wood and left-over food products to generate
electricity

e Generate enough renewable energy to power up to 55,000 homes, the equivalent of
176 villages the size of Little Houghton

e Actas catalyst to attract other businesses to the area surrounding the Energy Park,
helping to boost the local economy
Mzake good use of a previously developed area of land, which is scarce in the borough
Represent an inward investment of £80 million in the local economy

Peel Environmental is the part of the Peel Group which owns and develops waste infrastructure
projects. It has recently consented a number of schemes including 2 21MW energy from waste
plant and 250,000tpa AD and MRF in Glasgow. Peel works with investors, waste management
companies, technology providers and contractors to secure a deliverable business model for
each project.

Tamar Energy is a renewable energy business, with the aim to be the UK's leading developer and
operator of Anzerobic Digestion facilities. By 2018, Tamar plans to have a network of more
than 40 plants, creating 100MW of renewable energy. Investors include the Duchy of Cornwall,
Sainsbury’s and Rothschild.

Northern Bio Power is owned by Carbonarious, z specialist developer of advanced biomass
energy projects. It is a joint venture between O-Gen UK Limited and the UNA Group.
Carbonarius has developed two advanced timber resource recovery plants in the UK in
Birmingham and Plymouth; in addition O-Gen UK has developed two further facilities in Stoke
and Derby. Carbonarius recently won the National Recycling Awards 2013 for the Best Energy
from Waste Initiative.

For further information please contact Lewis Jones at PPS Group on 0161 237 3705/07867
394317 or |lewis.jones@ppsgroup.co.uk
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Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Residents learn more about plans for £80 million
Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

Local residents took the opportunity to learn more about plans for 2 £80 million Renewable
Energy Park, proposed for the former Houghton Main Colliery site by Peel Environmental.

Around 80 attendees wvisited Information Days at Sandhill Golf Club, Little Houghton, to speak to
members of the project team, who were on hand to answer questions and explzin how the
Energy Park will turn organic materials into renewable heat and electricity.

Representatives from several local businesses attended the events, showing an interest in the
supply chain opportunities, whilst some local residents asked about traffic movements. Others
asked about odour and air quality, whilst some were keen to learn how renewable energy could
be generated on-site.

If built, the Energy Park will include an Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility and 3 Timber Resource
Recovery Centre (TRRC), and will use materials such as waste wood and left-over food products
to generate up to 23MW of renewable electricity — enough to power around 55,000 homes.

During the Information Days local residents were provided with information about the site,
accessed via the A6195 Park Spring Road, how each facility will function and the opportunities
the Energy Park could create.

Jane Gaston, Development Manager at Peel Environmental, said:

“It is important for us to speok to local residents, inform them about our project and
listen to what they have to say. We were pleased with the turnout at the Information
Days and it gave us g good idea of the aspects of the development that people are
interested in.

“Our project would represent an £80 million investment in Barnsley and create around
230 news jobs during construction ond operation. Some of those who came to the
events were keen to see such opportunities delivered, whilst others showed o real

enthusiasm for renewable energy methods.

“Development proposals can prompt questions or concems, which is understandaoble,
but we worked hard to address these during the events and will continue to do so as we
progress with the application.”

< More Follows >
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Peel Environmental will review all comments received during the Informztion Days and, where
possible, this will help shape the final scheme. A planning application is anticipated to be
submitted to Barnsley Council in the coming months.

Anyone who is interested in the project, or would like to speak to @ member of the project
team, can call Peel Environmental’s Freephone information Line on 0800 170 1418 {during
office hours Mon-Fri), or visit www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain.

<Ends >

Notes to Editors

Peel Environmental is bringing forward plans for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park at
the former Houghton Main Colliery site. The site is accessed from the Houghton Main Colliery
roundabout of the A6195 Park Spring Road, near Little Houghton.

If built, the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park could:

e Provide up to 30 jobs during operation, up to 200 jobs during construction and supply
chain opportunities for the area

e Use renewable materials such waste wood and left-over food products to generate
electricity

e Generate enough renewable energy to power up to 55,000 homes, the squivalent of
176 villages the size of Little Houghton

e Act as catalyst to attract other businesses to the arez surrounding the Energy Park,
helping to boost the local economy
Make good use of a previously developed area of land, which is scarce in the borough
Represent an inward investment of £80 million in the local economy

Peel Environmental is the part of the Peel Group which owns and develops waste infrastructure
projects. It has recently consented a number of schemes including a2 21MW energy from waste
plant and 250,000tpa AD and MRF in Glasgow. Peel works with investors, waste management
companies, technology providers and contractors to secure a deliverable business model for
each project.

Tamar Energy is a renewable energy business, with the aim to be the UK's leading developer and
operztor of Anzerobic Digestion facilities. By 2018, Tamar plans to have a network of more than
40 plants, creating 100MW of renewable energy. Investors include the Duchy of Cornwall,
Sainsbury’s and Rothschild.

Northern Bio Power is owned by Carbonarius, @ specialist developer of advanced biomass
energy projects. It is a joint venture between O-Gen UK Limited and the UNA Group.
Carbonarius has developed two advanced timber resource recovery plants in the UK in
Birmingham and Plymouth; in addition O-Gen UK has developed two further facilities in Stoke
and Derby. Carbonarius recently won the National Recycling Awards 2013 for the Best Energy
from Waste Initiative.

For further information please contact Lewis lones at PPS Group on 0161 237 3705/078567
394317 or lewis.jones@ppsgroup.co.uk
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Schemes for £80m
energy park

'PLANS for an £80m renewable ener-
gy park between Darfield and
Grimethorpe have been submitted
to the council.

The proposed development on the
former Houghton Main Colliery site
near Little Houghton will turn
waste timber and timber products
as well as food waste into electrici-
ty — enough to power up to 55,000
homes.

1 Full story: page ten.
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By Mike Cotton

PLANS to turn a former colliery
site into an £80 million renew-
able energy park have been
revealed to the Chronicle this
weeK.,

Peel Environmental is plan-
ning to build an anaerobic
digestion plant, which recovers
energy from breaking down
waste food, as well as a timber
resource recovery centre, which
breaks down waste wood.

The plants will be side-by-side
on the former Houghton Main
Colliery site off Park Spring
Road near Little Houghton,

between Darfield and
Grimethorpe.

Both plants will generate up to
23MW of electricity - enough to
power about 55,000 homes - as
well as heat, which could poten-

tially be sold to nearby busi-
nesses.

Revealed: £80m
energy park plan
for colliery site

It will ereate 30 jobs once up-
and-running, as well as up to 200
jobs during the construction
period, which could last up to
two years.

Jane Gaston, development
manager at Peel
Environmental, said it was fit-
ting that the land, which once
provided energy and employ-
ment, will do so again under the
plans.

“The energy park would be the
next chapter in energy genera-
tion at Houghton Main, using
renewable materials to provide
a more sustainable solution to
meet our growing need for ener-
gv.

“Our plans would also deliver
substantial investment in
Barnsley, create around 230 new
jobs and offer opportunities for
local suppliers and traders to
benefit."

Energetic: An artist's impression of the proposed *
Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park.

She said the site had been cho-
sen due to its good road links
and central location, available
workforce, and because it
brought a former industrial site
back into use, rather than
impacting on green belt land.

She added: “We know the
council and other agencies are
working to bring fresh employ-
ment into the area,

*“The energy park will create
jobs, but we hope it could also
act as a catalyst to attract other
employers to the area as well.”

Peel is working with the land
owner, Harworth Estates, the
company which manages for-
mer coal board sites, as well as
Tamar Energy on the anaerobic
generation side, and Northern
Bio Power on the timber project.

The firm has been meeting
local residents this week, and is
holding two public information
days at Sandhill Golf Club on
March 12 and 13 from 2pm to

8pm.

“We'd like to talk to local peo-
ple and answer any questions
they may have before the plan-
ning application is submitted,
probab}y towards the end of

Peel Environmental is part of
the Peel Holdings Group, a
multi-billion property firm
behind the Trafford Centre in
Manchester, Liverpool and
Robin Rood airports, and Media
City, the new home of the BBC
in Manchester.

It also owns the Peel Centre
retail park at Harborough Hill
Road, which includes Halfords,
Currys and DW Sport and
Fitness.
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Plans launched for £80 million

Plans for a £80 million Renewable Energy
Park at the former Houghton Main Colliery
site in Barnsley have been unveiled by Peel
Environmental.

The proposed Energy Park would include an
Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facilty and a Timber
Resource Recovery Gentre (TRRC), and generate
renewable heat and power from biomass materials
such as waste wood and left-over food products.

The project could create up to 200 jobs during
construction and 30 during operation and generate
up to 23MW of renewable electricity — enough to
power around 55,000 homes.

Jane Gaston, Development Manager at Peel
Environmental, said:

“We believe that this a fitting use of the former
colliery site, which helped power the UK and
keep the lights on for decades. The Energy Park
would be the next chapter in energy generation
at Houghton Main, using renewable materials to
provide a more sustainable solution to meet our
growing need for energy.

“Our plans would also deliver substantial
investment in Barnsley, create around 230 new
jobs and offer opportunities for local suppliers and
traders to benefit.

“The site is ideal for renewable energy
generation. Not only has it previously been
developed, meaning we are not using Barnsley's
green spaces, it is also surrounded by land
earmarked for employment use. By offering a
source of renewable heat and energy to local
users, the Energy Park could act as a catalyst to

Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

attract other businesses and employers to the
area.”

Peel Environmental is working alongside
development pariners Tamar Energy, who will
build and operate the AD facility, and Northern
Bio Power, who will deliver the Timber Resource
Recovery Centre.

“Qur plans would also deliver
substantial investment in
Barnsley, create around 230 new
jobs and offer opportunities for
local suppliers and traders to
benefit.

Members of the project team will be on hand
to answer any questions about the Renewable
Energy Park at two public Information Days, to be
held at Sandhill Golf Club, Middlecliff Lane, Little
Houghton, Barnsley, 572 OHW on: Wednesday
12th March 2014, 2pm - Bpm, Thursday 13th
March 2014, 2pm — 8pm

Jane Gaston added: “We have been visiting
homes in Little Houghton this week and are keen to
speak to local residents so we can explain exactly
what our plans entail.”

Anyone who is interested in the scheme, or
would like to speak to a member of the project
team, can call Peel Environmental's Freephone
Information Line on 0800 170 1418 (during office
hours Mon-Fri).
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We Are Barnsley
Houghton Main Plans Revealed

PLANS to turn a former colliery site
into an £80 million renewable energy
park have been revealed.

Peel Environmental is planning to build
a plant which recovers energy from
breaking down

waste food, as well as a timber
resource recovery centre which breaks
down waste wood.

The plants will be side by side on the
former Houghton Main Colliery site off Park Spring Road near Little Houghton, between Darfield and
Grimethorpe.

Both plants will generate up to 23MW of electricity - enough to power about 55,000 homes - as well as heat, which could
potentially be sold to nearby businesses.

It will create 30 jobs once up and running, as well as up to 200 jobs during the construction period, which could last up to
two years.

Jane Gaston, development manager at Peel Environmental, said: "The energy park would be the next chapter in energy
generation at Houghton Main.

"Our plans would also deliver substantial investment in Barnsley, create around 230 new jobs and offer opportunities for
local suppliers and traders to benefit."

The firm has been meeting local residents and is holding two public information days at Sandhill Golf Club on March 12 and
13 from 2pm to 8pm.

Posted by Wing nut on Monday March 10 2014 at 19:31

| worked at Houghton main up to it closing, there are now just two pipes
sticking up out of the capped shafis, it was a very gassie pit so if they
tap into the pipes they will have free gas for years

Wednesday March 12 2014 at 22:55

Is that across from Asos site? Cause Asos is built on part of houghton
main
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Barnsley Chronicle
Residents hear more about energy park plan
28t March 2014

MORE than 80 people attended 'information
days' to learn more about the Houghton
Main Energy Park.

The park, proposed on the old Houghton
Main Colliery site, would generate enough
energy to power up to 55,000 homes.

On the site there would be an anaerobic
digestion facility where organic waste that
otherwise would go to landfill could be
broken down in sealed tanks to produce heat
and electricity.

The other development on the site would be a timber recovery centre, to process wood and paper left after
recycling.

Jane Gaston, development manager at Peel Environmental, said: "It is important for us to speak to local
residents, inform them about our project and listen to what they have to say.

"We were pleased with the turnout at the information days and it gave us a good idea of the aspects of the
development that people are interested in.

"Our project would represent an £80 million investment in Barnsley and create around 230 news jobs during
construction and operation.

"Some of those who came to the events were keen to see such opportunities delivered, whilst others showed a
real enthusiasm for renewable energy methods.

"Development proposals can prompt questions or concerns, which is understandable, but we worked hard to address these
during the events and will continue to do so as we progress with the application."
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We Are Barnsley.com

Combining forces key to making Yorkshire northern powerhouse

1stApril 2014

MORE than 80 people attended information
days to learn more about the £80 million
Houghton Main Energy Park.

The park, proposed on the old Houghton
Main Colliery site, would generate enough
energy to power up to 55,000 homes.

Jane Gaston, development manager at Peel
Environmental, said: "It's important for us to
speak to local residents, inform them about
our project and listen to what they have to
say.

"We were pleased with the turnout at the

information days and it gave us a good idea of the aspects of the development that people are interested in.

"Our project would represent an £80m investment in Barnsley and create around 230 news jobs during construction and

operation."

energy plant

11 April 2014

Michael meets with developers of proposed renewable

Michael met with the Peel Environmental Ltd today, the developers of a proposed Houghton Main
Renewable Energy Park.

The developers have set out plans to invest £80 million in the construction of an anaerobic digestive
plant at the former Houghton Main Colliery Site. The plant would provide 200 jobs for the area during its
construction and would provide 30 further permanent jobs during its operation.

Anaerobic digestive plants are a form of renewable energy that uses micro-organisms to break down
food waste that can then be converted into energy. The proposed plant would generate enough
renewable energy to power up to 55,000 homes, whilst making use of resources that would otherwise
have been sent away to landfills.

Commenting, Michael said:

| was pleased to be able to meet with the developers and discuss their plans to invest in the
construction of an anaerobic digestive plant at the former Houghton Main Colliery Site. Their proposal
would create nearly 200 construction jobs and an estimated 30 fulltime jobs to operate the plant.

“David Cameron's promise to be the “greenest Government ever” is in tatters. Under his watch
investment in clean energy has collapsed. Investment in green energy is necessary to securing
Britain's future. We need a diverse array of clean energy solutions, and anaerobic digestive plants are
one of those options.

“We need to invest in clean energy initiatives and decarbonise the power sector.”

You can see Peel Environmental Ltd's plans here.
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Barnsley News and Sport
Barnsley MP welcomes Houghton Main development plans
17w April 2014

Michael Dugher, the MP for Barnsley East, has welcomed plans for the
development of a proposed Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park.

After meeting with the developers, Peel Environmental Ltd, he said: “It is
welcome that these plans will provide a boost to the local economy and
generate enough electricity to power around 55,000 homes. The proposal will
also create nearly 200 construction jobs and an estimated 30 full-time jobs to
operate the plant.

“l am particularly pleased the developers are keeping the proud Houghton
Main name alive. | have also asked that the company continue to work closely
with the local people over their plans.”

Peel Environmental Ltd has set out plans to invest £80 million in the construction of an anaerobic digestive
plant at the former Houghton Main Colliery site. The plant is set to provide 200 jobs for the area during its
construction and would provide 30 further permanent jobs during its operation.

Anaerobic digestive plants are a form of renewable energy that uses micro-organisms to break down food
waste that can then be converted into energy.

The proposed plant would generate enough renewable energy to power up to 55,000 homes, whilst making use of resources
that would otherwise have been sent away to landfills.
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Peel Environmental Limited, Peel Dome, The Trafford Centre,
Manchester, M17 8PL TEL: 0161 629 8200 FAX: 0161 629 8335
www.peel.co.uk

Address
Address
Address
Address
Postcode

19" March 2014
Dear

Consultation on plans for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park

| wanted to personally thank you for taking the time to visit our recent Information Days and for showing an
interest in our plans for the Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park, to be located at the former Houghton
Main Colliery site, near Little Houghton.

The events were extremely useful and gave the project team a good understanding of the areas that are of
most interest to the surrounding local communities. | hope that you found the day worthwhile.

Should you want to view the display boards again, you can download them from our project website:
www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain. Alternatively, please let us know if you would prefer to be sent a hard copy
in the post.

We are currently in the progress of collating all of the feedback received during the events and, where
possible, this will help shape our final decisions as we continue work on our detailed studies. These will form
part of the planning application and will be fully available to view once we have submitted the application to
Barnsley Council.

In the meantime, we will continue to update you on our progress to deliver a new renewable energy source
for Barnsley. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you require any further information. You can:

Call us: Freephone 0800 170 1418 (During office hours Mon-Fri)
Visit us: www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain
Email us: houghtonmain@peel.co.uk

Write to us: RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Houghton Main Renewable Energy Park, c/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte
Street, Manchester, M1 4FD

Yours sincerely
—

Jane Gaston
Development Manager


http://www.peel.co.uk/houghtonmain
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