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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Planning consent has been granted for a residential development on land at West 

Street, Worsbrough.  

 

1.2. Draft Condition 21 of that consent states - 

 

Notwithstanding the submitted details, no development shall take place (including 

demolition, ground works and vegetation clearance) until a Construction 

Environmental Management Plan - Biodiversity (CEMP-B) has been submitted to and 

approved in writing by the local planning authority. The CEMP-B shall include, but 

not necessarily be limited to, the following:  

  

• Risk assessment of potentially damaging construction activities,  

• Identification of 'biodiversity protection zones',  

• An invasive non-native species protocol to ensure Japanese knotweed is not 

spread in the wild,  

• Practical measures (both physical measures and sensitive working practices) to 

avoid or reduce impacts during construction (may be provided as a set of method 

statements), 

• The location and timing of sensitive works to avoid harm to biodiversity 

features (e.g. daylight working hours only starting one hour after sunrise and ceasing 

one hour before sunset),  

• Use of protective fences, exclusion barriers and warning signs, including 

advanced installation and maintenance during the construction period,   

• The times during construction when specialist ecologists may need to be 

present on site to oversee works,  

• Responsible persons and lines of communication,  

• The role and responsibilities on site of an Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) 

or similarly competent person(s).   

 

1.3. This document has been prepared to satisfy that condition. 

 

******************** 
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2. CONSTRUCTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT PLAN ISSUES. 

 

2.1. Risk assessment of potentially damaging construction activities 

 

2.1.1. The tree line alongside the Trans-Pennine trail provides a potentially good 

value bat foraging habitat. 

 

2.1.2. The vegetation on site provides some opportunities for nesting birds during the 

nesting season, which extends from March to September each year. 

 

2.1.3. The site has very limited potential for amphibians, reptiles, hedgehogs, small 

mammals and invertebrates to be present on the site. Nevertheless, they may be 

present in low number. 

 

2.1.4. Two alien, invasive plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1981) were found growing within the survey area and therefore, 

there will potentially be a high negative impact on the spread of Schedule 9 plants in 

the wild. 

 

2.1.4.1. Japanese knotweed clumps were found down the western site boundary, along 

the southern site boundary with one clump on the eastern site boundary. It looks as 

though the plant has been spread across the site during previous site clearance works 

and this has resulted in new clumps of small plants appearing. 

 

2.1.4.2. There is a Virginia creeper growing on the mesh fence between the site and 

the Tran-Pennine trail. 

 

******************** 
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2.2.  Identification of “biodiversity protection zones” 

 

2.2.1. There are no designated sites in the immediate area around the survey area and 

therefore, the proposed development of the site will have no impact on such sites. 

 

2.2.2. No mitigation for the impact on designated sites is planned or necessary. 

 

2.2.3. The native hedgerow Along the southern site boundary of the site is a Priority 

Habitat under the NERC Act 2006. This will be retained unaffected by the works. 

This hedgerow and its root protection zone will be fenced off to prevent unnecessary 

entry and potential damage to the habitat, therefore retaining the biodiversity value of 

the habitat.  

******************** 
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2.3. An invasive non-native species protocol to ensure Japanese knotweed is not 

spread in the wild. 

 

2.3.1. All areas of Japanese knotweed will be marked out by an ecologist early in the 

growing season. 

 

2.3.2. All clumps of the plant will be securely fenced off with Heras fencing at a 

distance of 7m from each plant. The fences will be labelled with signs showing the 

areas to contain Japanese knotweed plants and allowing no unauthorised entry. 

 

2.3.3. Prior to any other works commencing on site, a specialist contractor will be 

appointed to eradicate the plants. The contractor will provide a method of working 

outlining how they will eradicate the plant without allowing it to spread. 

 

2.3.4. Documentary evidence of completion of these works will be provided and a 

copy forwarded to the Local Authority.  
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2.4. Practical measures (both physical measures and sensitive working practices) to 

avoid or reduce impacts during construction (may be provided as a set of method 

statements) 

 

2.4.1. In the event any vegetation clearance is necessary within the nesting season, it 

will be preceded by a nesting bird survey carried out by an experienced ecologist no 

more than two days before the works are carried out.  

 

2.4.2. Any vegetation that needs to be cleared will be first cut to a minimum of 

200mm to make the area less desirable to reptiles and hedgehogs and to encourage 

them to vacate the area before the area is then cleared down to ground level. 

 

2.4.3. After twenty-four hours have elapsed, the vegetation can be carefully cleared 

down to ground level.  

 

******************** 
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2.5. The location and timing of sensitive works to avoid harm to biodiversity 

features (e.g. daylight working hours only starting one hour after sunrise and 

ceasing one hour before sunset) 

 

2.5.1. Where possible, all vegetation clearance and commencement of works to the 

buildings will be undertaken between September and March to avoid the nesting bird 

season. Where this is not possible, these works will be immediately preceded by a 

nesting bird survey. Any active nests found will need to be left undisturbed until the 

young have fledged.  

 

2.5.2. Work hours will be restricted to daylight hours only, starting one hour after 

sunrise and ceasing one hour before sunset.  

 

2.5.3. Any vegetation to be cleared through the implementation of a two-stage cut 

process. It will be first cut to a minimum of 200mm to make the area less desirable to 

reptiles, hedgehogs and other small wildlife species and to encourage them to vacate 

the area before the area is then cleared down to ground level.  

 

******************** 
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2.6. Use of protective fences, exclusion barriers and warning signs, including 

advanced installation and maintenance during the construction period 

 

2.6.1. All areas of Japanese knotweed  and Virginia creeper will be marked out by an 

ecologist early in the growing season. All clumps of the plant will then be securely 

fenced off with Heras fencing at a distance of 7m from each plant. The fences will be 

labelled with signs showing the areas to contain Japanese knotweed, and/or Virginia 

creeper plants and allowing no unauthorised entry. 

 

2.6.2. Heras fencing with warning signs against unauthorised entry into the areas of 

retained habitat will prevent unnecessary entry and potential damage to the root zone 

of the adjacent vegetation along the southern site boundary. To ensure the retention of 

that habitat. 

 

******************** 
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2.7. The times during construction when specialist ecologists need to be present on 

site to oversee works. 

 

2.7.1. An ecologist will carefully mark out all clumps of Japanese knotweed prior to 

fencing the clumps to prevent unauthorised entry around the plants. 

 

2.7.2. In the event any vegetation clearance is necessary within the nesting season, an 

experienced ecologist will be present on site to carry out a nesting bird survey no 

more than two days before the works are carried out. 

 

******************** 
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2.8. Responsible persons and lines of communication. 

 

2.8.1. A Site Manager and deputy will be appointed by Hoober Homes Ltd to be 

responsible for all issues on the site during the development. 

 

2.8.2. The site Manager, his deputy or any other member of the development team 

will be able to contact the ECoW on 07778 660065 at any time when they wish to 

discuss any ecological issue on the site.  

 

******************** 
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2.9. The role and responsibilities on site of an Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) 

or similarly competent person(s)  

 

2.9.1. The Ecological Clerk of Works will be Derek Whitcher, BSc, MCIEEM, 

MCMI, of Whitcher Wildlife Ltd. Telephone number 07778 660065. At any time that 

Derek is unavailable and advice is required urgently, Whitcher Wildlife Ltd can also 

be contacted on 07947 828137 or info@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk, where another 

ecologist can provide the relevant advice. This information will be displayed in the 

site office.  

 

2.9.2. The Ecological Clerk of the Works will be available on a mobile phone at all 

times should the site manager encounter any ecology issues. They will either advise 

over the phone or, where necessary, will attend site to advise in person. 

 

2.9.3. Should personnel on site have any ecological concerns at any point throughout 

the works, they will contact the Ecological Clerk of Works immediately.  

 

 

******************** 

 

Prepared by: 

Derek Whitcher, BSC, MCIEEM MCMI Date: 1st September 2024 

 

Checked by: 

Ruth Georgiou. BSc, MCIEEM. Date: 8th September 2024 
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Toolbox Talk: Japanese Knotweed 

 

 
Japanese Knotweed is a large hollow stemmed herbaceous perennial plant that is native to eastern Asia. 
The plant was originally imported into the UK as an ornamental plant and has since been included onto the 
list of Schedule 9 invasive non-native plants due to its highly invasive growth.  

Identification: Japanese Knotweed. 
 
Japanese Knotweed is a hollow stemmed plant that is very changeable throughout the 
seasons with new shoots in the spring, full grown flowering plants in during late summer and 
dead stems during the winter.  
 

 
 
The shoots of the plant are speckled purple and it forms large dense stands to 3 metres in 
height with creamy white flowers in the late summer. 
 

 

Legislation 
 
Under section 14 and Part II of Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 it is an offence 
for it to be planted or otherwise caused to grow in the wild. 

Habitat and Spreading 
 
Japanese Knotweed is diverse and will grow in most situations eventually shutting out the light and 
killing off the surrounding species of plant. 
 
The plant is a highly invasive fast-growing plant species that can grow up to 10cm per day. It can 
grow from any part of the crown, stem or rhizomes (underground shoots) spread to another area with 
a new plant potentially growing in within 10 days although rhizome segments can lay dormant for up 
to twenty years before developing into a plant. 
 
The rhizomes and roots systems of the plant can spread for up to 7m from the plant to a depth of 2m. 
 
Japanese Knotweed re-growth can cause damage with new shoots being capable of growing through 
tarmac or concrete and the potential for the plant to cause extensive damage to structures. 
 

 
Identification: Giant Knotweed and Hybrid Knotweed. 
 
Giant Knotweed and Hybrid Knotweed are very similar plants to Japanese Knotweed with 
the predominant difference being leaf shape and the size of the plant. Giant Knotweed can 
grow to 4 or 5m in height 

If Japanese knotweed is identified during works, stop all works and contact Whitcher Wildlife Ltd directly on 01226 753271 or at info@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk 
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Toolbox Talk: Amphibians 

  

Identification: Smooth Newts. 
 
Smooth newts can grow to around 10cm in length. They are 
usually brown in colour, often with visible black spots on the 
upper body. Their belly is pale orange with black spots fading 
away to the sides. The males have a wavy crest running from 
head to tail, although this can sometimes only be visible in 
water. 

 

Other Amphibians. 
 
In addition to the common amphibians listed adjacent there are also three other species present 
in the UK, those being great crested newts, natterjack toads and pool frogs. These species are 
less common. 
 
The species are also afforded a higher level of protection because they are European Protected 
Species. 

Identification: Palmate Newts. 
 
Palmate newts are very similar to smooth newts but are 
usually smaller, to around 9cm. Their throat is usually pink 
and unspotted. The males often have webbed back feet and a 
fine filament at the end of the tail during the breeding season. 

 

Habitat. 
 
Amphibians predominantly live on land but breed in ponds. The aquatic requirements for each 
species vary slightly although the presence of one species does not rule out the potential 
presence of the other species. 
 
When not in their ponds amphibians require a variety of refugia for shelter and can therefore be 
found under log piles, in rubble, under tree roots or within areas of scrub or rough grassland. 
Amphibians hibernate, spending the winter in burrows or under logs protected from the cold and 
predators. 

  

Identification: Common Frogs. 
 
Common frogs are one of the more common amphibians in 
the UK. They have smooth skin with a distinctive patch behind 
their eyes. They are predominantly green or brown with black 
patches although their colour can vary through orange, red or 
black. 

 

Identification: Common Toads. 
 
Common toads are a Species of Principal Importance in the 
UK.  
 
Common toads have rough warty skin with two distinctive 
lumps behind the eyes. When disturbed they have a tendency 
to remain still, when moving they crawl rather than hopping. 

 

Legislation. 
 
The common amphibians listed above are protected only by Section 9(5) of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981. This section prohibits sale, barter, exchange, transporting for sale and 
advertising to sell or to buy. Collection and keeping of these amphibians is not an offence.  
 
The common toad is also listed as a Species of Principal Importance in the UK. 

If amphibians are identified during works, allow them to move away of their own accord.  
If large numbers or amphibians (5+) are identified stop works and contact Whitcher Wildlife Ltd directly on 01226 753271 or at info@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk 
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