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1.0 Introduction

1.1 This proposal is to erect a general slurry lagoon (“the Application”) at High Wells Farm, Tenter Lane, Snowden Hill, Barnsley, S36 8YR (“the Site”). The Application is made on behalf of EE + C Hawke (“The Applicant”).  

1.2 This document is designed to enable the local planning authority to understand the analysis which has underpinned the design and how it has led to the development of the scheme. This document explains the design and access issues that have been considered as part of this proposal and should be read in conjunction with the plans and drawings as submitted.

1.3 The proposed location is situated within the Green Belt and so consideration is given to how the Application complies with national and local planning policies as well as the agricultural justification that underpins the requirement for a new building. 

2.0 Background

EE + C Hawke, trading under CPH number 47/722/0010 is a third generation dairy farm; the family have farmed at High Wells for 80 years The holding comprises approximately 120 acres, 100 acres of which are owned. 
3.0 The Farming Business

Today father and son milk around 70 Holstein-Friesians, the herd comprises around 120 beasts in total, with followers retained and calves reared and sold through Holmfirth market.
4.0 Requirement for new Slurry Lagoon 
The current system, whereby the parlour, cubicles and dairy are scraped out into an open reception pit adjacent to the farm buildings does not have sufficient capacity to meet current regulations. These legal requirements are contained in the Farming Rules for Water. Currently, slurry has to be spread throughout the winter period when crop requirements do not demand it. This is against the regulations. 6 months’ winter storage is required, which the proposed lagoon will provide. As well as meeting legal requirements, the new lagoon will mean slurry can be spread at the times the crop demands it most, after the first and second cut of silage, reducing the requirement for artificial fertiliser, which will have environmental as well as economic benefits. 
5.0 Photographic Survey
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Photo 1 shows the location of the proposed new lagoon
6.0 The Design

6.1 
Amount 

· The proposal is for one slurry lagoon. 
· The total gross external floor area of the lagoon is 1000 sqm, providing six months’ slurry storage for the High Wells herd. 
6.2 
Siting

· The proposed site has been chosen as the only available flat site on the holding. Adjacent to the existing farm buildings would mean the lagoon would be near to five residential properties on Tenter Lane, plus an overhead power line renders the one flat field adjacent to the road unusable. 

· The chosen site is adjacent to a road, meaning no new access track is required. It is at the centre of the holding and close to the silage fields, where the slurry will be spread. It is away from residential properties. The one nearby property is a working cattle farm. 
· The Site is screened at the west end by a small area of woodland. 

· The gently sloping grass bund around all four sides of the lagoon will help to screen it from the road. 
· The lagoon will not need any new access or hardstanding.
6.3 
Scale

· The proposed lagoon measures 50m long, 20m wide, 2.5m deep in the centre with a 1.5m high grass bund all around the sides.  
6.4 
Landscaping

· It is felt that the raised grass bund will suitably screen the lagoon from the adjacent highway. A 1.8m high fence has to sit on top of the bund for safety reasons. A green chain link design has been chosen as the least intrusive and to blend in as much as possible with the background.
7.0 Access to the Development
7.1 There is already a good access from Tofts Lane down an existing stone track to the proposed site. 
7.2 During construction, a single 20-tonne excavator will be used by a single contractor. The machine will stay on site until the work is complete so there will be no detrimental impact to highway traffic, simply one journey to site and one journey off site, both in a forward direction. 

7.3 Once in use, the lagoon will be emptied by a Massey Ferguson 5455 (105 HP) tractor and a Major 1500 gallon vacuum tanker. There are the machines already used on the farm, including to and from the field where the lagoon will be constructed, to spread slurry, so it is known that the machinery can use the existing access and gate in a forward manner easily and safely. 

7.4 On emptying, the tractor and tanker will drive in forwards down the track while the gates are opened, then reverse through the double dates up alongside the lagoon. Once it is filled with dirty water/slurry, the tractor and tanker will drive out in a forwards direction. 
7.5 The frequency of visits to the site will be minimal, approximately 3 times a year after silage cutting in summer and twice a year before ploughing in spring. There will be no visits to site in autumn and winter as that is when is when the storage is required. On each of the five emptying days per year, there will be 5-10 visits each day to empty the lagoon. The machinery already visits that field twice a year to spread slurry, so it is few additional journeys.    
7.6 The access has good visibility sight lines: all the way to the junction to the west and 167m to the east. Because of the junction to the west, vehicles are travelling slowly passed the entrance to the field, despite it being a national speed limit road.
8.0 Environmental Considerations

8.1The nearest residential property across Tofts Lane is a working cattle farm. The owners understand the requirement for the lagoon and have no objections. 

8.2 Flies are not an issue with slurry lagoons. Flies are attracted to livestock and fresh manure.

8.3 Any odour is controlled by adding a specially formulated additive to the slurry, made up of enzymes and bacteria. The additive is called Slurry Sol and is made by Microferm.

9.0 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

9.1 The NPPF is a material consideration in planning decisions. At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. 
9.2 Paragraph 9 states that local planning authorities should not regard the construction of new buildings for agriculture purposes as inappropriate in the Green Belt. 

9.3 Paragraph 28 of the NPPF states that, “planning policies should support economic growth in rural areas in order to create jobs and prosperity by taking a positive approach to sustainable new development. 

9.4 Section 7 of the NPPF relates to the requirement for good design.  This statement has shown how the proposal has been designed to fit best with its surroundings while meeting the agricultural requirement it is intended for.
10.0 Barnsley Local Plan

Policy GB1 reiterates paragraph 89 of the NPPF that buildings for agriculture are not regarded as inappropriate in the Green Belt.  
11.0 Conclusion

11.1 The proposal is for the construction of a slurry store which is necessary to meet six months’ winter storage requirements. 
11.2 By taking into account the landscape and the characteristics of the site and its surroundings, a proposal has been finalised which seeks to ensure that the most appropriate design, appearance and location has been selected.  

11.3 The proposed layout, location, character and materials are sympathetic to the surrounding landscape and existing use of the site, ensuring that the proposal will not have an adverse impact on the surrounding countryside or on the openness of the Green Belt.
11.4 This location has an easy, existing access, is at the centre of the holding, close to the fields where the material will be spread.

11.5 The proposal is considered to be policy compliant and it is requested that the Local Planning Authority approves this Application without delay in accordance with paragraph 14 of the NPPF.
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