Penny Pie Park – Discharge of Condition 17

“Prior to commencement of the development full details of the mitigation measures identified in the Ecological Survey Wildscapes report ref, including a timetable for their implementation, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall be implemented in accordance with the approved details”

Based on the Wildscapes Ecological Report recommendations, a scheme has been developed that includes:

1. a more intensely used  community space in the central park, and a play area more in keeping with the semi-natural environment on that side of the park.  In both these areas, a hard wearing low maintenance grass sward is required.  However, where footfall is less intense, a seed mix with more wildflowers is proposed (the meadow) but still with some hard wearing grasses as the maintenance route to the site runs through this open space.  The most species rich grassland (the wildflower area) is located as a discrete area next to the existing wildlife corridor, with shelter provided by woodland scrub planting.  The existing semi-natural area has been extended eastwards into the NE corner, extending the wildlife corridor along the railway line and further out into the park.
1. woodland scrub planting in the more semi-natural area in the linear park.  This planting creates spaces, linking the existing wildlife corridor with the new meadows.  The species include a range of trees and shrubs, with the aim of creating areas with a good vertical structure even if not a particularly shady woodland when mature.
1. an increase in the number of trees to create a greener environment less dominated by the new highway.

Drawing (PPP-557-16 Habitat Enhancement) shows the above and also the location of habitat brushwood piles and logs.  The piles are generally placed behind the barriers so that they are less visible and therefore less likely to be disturbed by children looking for sticks.  The most suitable logs for decay will be selected from the trees to be felled, choosing lengths of about 3m with crevices and holes.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The gabion walls will also create niches for particular plants and animals to inhabit this space.

The design submitted provides for year round interest and colour and drama in key locations and is intended to create a gateway to Barnsley to raise visitor’s expectations.

For vehicles arriving from the M1, the first view of the area is the SW corner of the park, where existing mature trees and shrubs have been supplemented with white stemmed birches and a red leaved shrubs behind ornamental railings.   As the visitor travels in a clockwise direction around the gyratory, their next view is of the new  junction with Pogmoor Road, where the view is lifted by the horse chestnuts and variegated maples.  As they continue around the gyratory, their views of the park are framed by the stems and lower canopies of the avenue trees, with distinctive trees like the large cedars and oaks standing out behind.  The trees selected for the main avenue planting are more suitable than the native equivalents when planting near the highway.  

The central area is also close to Horizon College, and on the pedestrian route between the college and the bus drop off point near the new junction with Pogmoor Road.  A path along this desire line, together with seating and an area for the Friends of Group to have a café will result in heavier use of the central area.  The planting here of smaller ornamental trees is to provide year round colour and interest, and flowers and fruits.  Within the central area, wild cherry, which has glorious flowers and autumn colour, has been planted where there is more space for this size of tree.

The linear park contains the play area in a similar location to where it is currently located, where it is well used and where casual surveillance operates from Pogmoor Road and the houses opposite.  Because the space is narrower than currently, the play area extends further east, into the existing wildlife area.  This area is now extended eastwards over a larger area, with woodland planting added to the habitat diversity and a richer wildflower area and meadow to be established using subsoils.  Relocated ash and lime trees are to be put in this area, as well as some extra heavy standard oak and wild cherry.

Of the semi-mature trees, none are native to the area, although it could be argued that with climate change, hornbeam (17%) will naturally move from the SE into this area.  Of the standard trees, 15% are native (English oak and wild cherry).  However, all the species within the woodland scrub planting mix are native.  This planting mix contains shrub understorey species that could migrate to the tree belt along the eastern boundary, adding to the structural and species diversity of that belt.

1

