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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Planning consent has been granted for a residential development on the land of and 

adjacent to Woodview Farm on Paddock Lane in Staincross.  

 

1.2. Condition 24 of that consent states - 

 

“No development shall take place (including vegetation/site clearance) until a 

Precautionary Working Method Statement (PWMS) for amphibians, bats (including 

details regarding the soft felling of trees with bat roost potential) and small mammals 

has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The 

PWMS will be completed by a suitably qualified ecologist and the approved PWMS 

shall be implemented in full according to the specified timescales, unless otherwise 

agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.” 

 

1.3. This document has been prepared to satisfy that condition. 

 

******************** 
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2. PRECAUTIONARY WORKING METHOD 

STATEMENT. 

 

2.1. Amphibians 

 

2.1.1. All onsite personnel will be briefed on the potential presence of amphibians. A 

toolbox talk has been provided at the end of this document to assist with this.  

 

2.1.2. Any stored materials moved from the ground where possible will be carefully 

lifted and not dragged along the ground to prevent harm to any amphibians that may 

be sheltering beneath.  

 

2.1.3. Any vegetation to be cleared will be first cut to a minimum of 200mm to make 

the area less desirable to fauna species such as amphibians and small mammals and to 

encourage them to vacate the area before the area is then cleared down to ground 

level. 

 

2.1.4. In the highly unlikely event that a great crested newt is found, all works must 

stop immediately, and Whitcher Wildlife should be contacted for further advice.  

 

2.1.5. If any other amphibians are discovered during the works, they will be moved 

safely by hand to an area of vegetation outside of the work site where they will remain 

unaffected by the works. 

 

2.2. Bats 

 

2.2.1. If it is necessary to fell any of the trees identified as having bat potential, they 

will be soft felled in accordance with the Bat Conservation Trust’s ‘Good Practice 

Guidelines’. Sections should be lowered to the ground slowly and carefully, and left 

on the ground for a minimum of twenty-four hours to allow individual bats to escape 

before being chipped or removed from the site. 
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2.3. Small mammals 

 

2.3.1. The measures described in section 2.1. will also prevent any harm to small 

mammals.  

 

2.3.2. Any excavations will either be covered overnight or will be left with a mammal 

ramp/sloping edge to allow any animals that fall in a chance to escape. Any open 

excavations will be checked each morning before any works proceed.  

 

2.3.3. If any small mammals are discovered during the works, works should stop 

temporarily to allow the mammal to escape the work area unharmed. 

 

 

******************** 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Jess Mason MSc ACIEEM FRGS Date: 7th April 2024 

 

Checked by: 

Ruth Georgiou. BSc, MCIEEM. Date: 4th May 2024 

 

  



 6 

3. REFERENCES. 

 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. 2017. Guidelines for 

Ecological Report Writing, Second Edition. CIEEM, Hampshire.  

1981. Wildlife and Countryside Act. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69 (accessed 

18/02/16) 

2000. Countryside and Rights of Way Act.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents.  

2017. The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/made. 

2012. National Planning Policy Statement. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 

English Nature. 2001. Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines. 

Langton T, Beckett C, Foster J. 2001. Great Crested Newt: Conservation Handbook. 

Froglife, Suffolk. 

Oldham et al. 2000. Great Crested Newt Habitat Suitability Assessment. ARG UK Advice 

Note 5, May 2010. 

Collins J. (ed.) 2023. Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologist: Good Practice Guidelines.4th 

ed. The Bat Conservation Trust, London. 

English Nature. 2004. Bat Mitigation Guidelines. English Nature, Peterborough, UK. 
BTHK 2018. Bat Roosts in Trees – A Guide to Identification and Assessment for Tree-Care and 

Ecology Professionals. Exeter: Pelagic Publishing. 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee. 2004 (ed.). Common Standards Monitoring Guidance 

for: Reptiles and Amphibians. JNCC, Peterborough.   

 

 



 7 

 

 

 



 8 

 

 


