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Address: [Property Address]
[bookmark: _59g7tm9wejin]Proposal
This application relates to the renovation and change of use of an existing mixed-use property that has fallen into a severe state of disrepair.
The building has remained vacant and is currently incapable of beneficial occupation due to extensive structural defects, including significant roof failure, water ingress, deteriorated floor structures and the absence of functioning services.
The proposal seeks to restore the building through comprehensive renovation works and bring it back into active use. The development includes the change of use of the ground floor to commercial premises together with the refurbishment of the residential accommodation above. A new external metal staircase is proposed to provide an independent access to the first-floor flat from the rear of the property.
The works include:
· Structural repairs to the building.
· Replacement of damaged floor joists and flooring.
· Internal reconfiguration where required.
· Fire protection works.
· Installation of new building services including heating, electrical and plumbing systems.
· Construction of a new external metal staircase to provide independent residential access.
· General refurbishment of both the commercial and residential areas.
[bookmark: _fswpcit2fei]Design
The proposal has been designed to secure the long-term future of the building by restoring a vacant and deteriorating property to a safe, functional and sustainable condition.
The external appearance of the building from the street will remain largely unchanged. The proposed external metal staircase will be positioned at the rear of the property and will not be visible from the public highway, minimising its visual impact on the street scene.
The staircase has been designed in keeping with the surrounding area, as the adjoining property already benefits from a similar external metal staircase providing access to its residential accommodation. The proposal therefore reflects an established feature within the immediate setting.
Internally, the layout has been redesigned to improve functionality while making efficient use of the existing building. The works will significantly improve the quality, safety and energy efficiency of the property.
Overall, the proposal represents a substantial enhancement to the appearance and usability of the site and will bring a long-vacant and derelict building back into productive use.
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The commercial unit will continue to be accessed directly from the existing frontage.
Residential access will be provided via a new external metal staircase located at the rear of the building. This provides the first-floor flat with a dedicated and independent entrance, improving the separation between the commercial and residential uses.
The staircase is positioned out of view from the street and mirrors the form and function of the existing external staircase serving the neighbouring property. Its location ensures that the character and appearance of the street frontage are preserved while providing safe and practical access for residents.
The proposal has considered accessibility and safety throughout the design process. Appropriate fire safety measures and means of escape will be incorporated in accordance with current Building Regulations.
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The proposal will secure the future of a currently derelict building through comprehensive renovation and sensitive redevelopment.
By restoring the building, providing an independent residential entrance, and bringing the property back into active use, the proposal will improve the appearance of the site, enhance the local environment, and make a positive contribution to the continued vitality of the area.

