Supporting Statement for Planning Application – Proposed Agricultural Barn
Application Ref: PP-14328272
Location: Lower Pickliffes Farm, Copster Lane, Oxspring, Barnsley, S36 8YF
25/09/25
Lower Pickliffes Farm is committed to modernising and adapting its operations to meet the evolving demands of contemporary agriculture. The farm plays an important role in the local rural economy, and it is vital that its facilities are fit-for-purpose to support sustainable, efficient, and safe agricultural practices.
The proposed development seeks to deliver a new, purpose-built agricultural building that will provide secure shelter and storage for hay, grain, seed, fertiliser, and machinery. This will ensure the farm can operate efficiently throughout the year and protect valuable assets from damage or loss due to the elements. In addition, the new building will allow for better use of the farm’s existing buildings within the farmyard, optimising the overall layout, improving workflow, and enhancing operational efficiency across the site.
Lower Pickliffes Farm is a member of the Red Tractor Scheme, which sets strict standards for animal welfare, food safety, and biosecurity. The proposed building will support the farm in meeting these standards consistently, ensuring that all practices remain compliant with the scheme and maintaining the farm’s commitment to producing high-quality, traceable agricultural products.
Beyond compliance, the new facility will provide a modern, adaptable space that can respond to evolving operational needs and future agricultural challenges. It will enable the farm to adopt more sustainable practices, reduce operational risks, and ensure the health and welfare of livestock is maintained to the highest standards. By investing in a purpose-built structure, the farm is safeguarding its long-term viability and reinforcing its role as a resilient rural business.
The proposed development represents an essential step in sustaining the future of Lower Pickliffes Farm and supporting its ongoing contribution to the local agricultural economy. We respectfully request that the planning authority grant approval for this application, recognising the clear operational, economic, and sustainability benefits the new building will bring.

