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1 IntroductIOn

ThiS application ISsubmitted under section 191 of the Town & Country PlannIng Act

1990 as amended to establish that a change of use of the land at Crabtree Grange Farm

has occurred The land the subject to of the application has changed from the base use

of agriculture to that of an area for the storage of tourIng caravans by vIrtue of this use

havmg been earned out contmuously for a period of In excess of 10 years

ThiS application ISsupported by the below statement and the appended supportIng

documentatIon Includmg a Statutory DeclaratIOn from the applicant



2 Background

The land shown edged red on the accompanymg plan JVH 00 Ihas been used for the

storage of touring caravans for a period m excess of 10 years from the 1st of June

2002 untIl the present day This use of the land has been earned out exclusIvely and

contmuously on the sIte for thIs purpose and remams 10 Situ The applIcant has

written agreements WIthcaravan owners for this specific actIVItyand IS paid by these

owners to store their caravans on thIs land Due to the nature of the use Caravans are

removed for holiday periods from their designated plots as reqUired by their owners

and returned to their plots afterwards



3 Su pportmg eVIdence

The accompanYing aenal photographs from Google at appendIx A show the site at

2002 and 2009 Where It ISclearly apparent from these Images that the land ISbeing

used for the storage of Caravans

Due to the nature of the use indivIdual caravan owners have come and gone over the

ten year pef/od as some have moved away and found alternatIve storage or given up

owning a caravan due to age or other personal reasons However 17 of the current 35

caravan owners uSing the site have stored theIr caravans on this land for at least 10

years The accompanYing 17 statements confirm the length of the respectIve use by

these IndIvIduals together With theIr sIgnatures names and addresses

The supporting Statutory Declaration from Robert Geoffrey Calvert who ISthe

applIcant for the Certificate and has been resident at Grange Farm since 1941

confirms that the use has occurred continuously for a pef/od of In excess of 10 years

Without any breaks In the use and that thIS use remaInS In SItU

On the baSISof the eVIdence submItted It ISdemonstrated that a change of use of the

land has occurred for a pef/od of In excess of 10 years and that a certIficate of lawful

use for the purpose of storing touring caravans on the land should therefore be ISSUed

accordingly



4 Plannmg Framework for a decIsion of the Local Plannmg Authority

Sectlou 191 (1) of the Town & Country Planning Act allows for applications to be

made to establish that certam uses actIVIties or operatIOns are lawful Operatlons are

lawful by virtue of Inter alia that the time for enforcement action has expired A

certificate under thiS section shall Specify the land to which It relates descnbe the

usel operations and give reasons why the operatIOns or use ISlawful The onus of

proof With such applications rests With the Applicant and the relevant test ISthe

balance of probability Authontles are adVised In such cases that where they have no

eVidence of their own to contradict the Applicants version of events then there ISno

good reason to refuse to grant a certificate proVided that the eVidence ISprecise and

unambiguous

Section 191 (2) For the Purposes of this Act uses and operations are lawful at any

time If

(a) No enforcement action may then be taken In respect of them (whether

because they did not mvolve development or require plannmg permiSSion or

because the time for enforcement actIOn has expired or for any other reason)

Circular 10/97 annex 8 proVides some adVice on the matters covered by the above

sections of the Planmng Act



5 The ConsIderatIons relatmg to the DetermmatIon of the ApplIcatIOn

The use of the land for the storage of tourIng caravans has been ongOing for a perIod

m excess of ten years and as such thIs use IStherefore now Immune from enforcement

actIOn

The documentation that accompanIes thiS applIcation establishes beyond any doubt

that the effectIve tIme lImIt for enforcement action has been passed and that the use of

the land for the storage of tourIng caravans ISlawful and the Plannmg Authority are

requested therefore to Issue the certificate as applied for upon thiS basIS
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