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SUMMARY

A new housing development is proposed on the land south of New Smithy Avenue, Thurlstone, South
Yorkshire, consisting of approximately 21 dwellings, including means of access, over an area of 0.9
hectares. This desk-based assessment aims to evaluate all the known archaeological, historical and
land use information in order to assess the impact that the new development could have on any
archaeological assets on this land in accordance with the government policy (NPPF).

As a result, this desk-based assessment concludes that the development of the site will have low
impact on designated assets. The assembled evidence suggests there may be potential for the
presence of archaeological, most likely dating to the medieval periods.

The limited evidence for past activity need not necessarily reflect a genuine lack of activity in the
past but a lack of evidence; this may reflect poor conditions for the development of crop or soil
marks indicating past activity or lack of chance discovery or levels of past interest within the area
concerned.
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Figure 1: Proposed development area (in red).Image from Street Map.

1. INTRODUCTION

The development area, examined by this desk-based assessment, measures approximately 0.9
hectares in extent. The site is located, to the west of White House Farm, set between the New
Smithy Avenue development to the north and a set of private houses to the south (fronting High
Bank); to the west it is bounded by open fields and a small woodland formerly a site of a quarry. The
site is centered at SE 23195 03810.
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Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners, acting on behalf of Mr. Phil Mullins, appointed LS Archaeology to

establish the significance of the sites known buried heritage and the likely impact of the
development upon it.

The work has been carried out in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological
Desk-Based Assessment (Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 2014), and an inspection of the site,
with examination of published and unpublished records and a map regression exercise. These were

undertaken by Luigi Signorelli BA MA and Donna McCallay BSC, between 19" and 30" December
2016.

In addition, following the government policy (the National Planning Policy Framework 2012) this
document combines all the available archaeological, historic, and topographic information in order
to clarify the heritage significance and archaeological potential of the site.

The study area consists of the proposed development and land within a 1 km buffer around its
footprint. The assessment has been based on the analysis of any Historic Environment Record (HER),

and other evidence referenced in the South Yorkshire Archaeological Services Archive, which
includes, reports and database entries.

A preliminary consultation was held with the South Yorkshire Archaeology Services Record Officer
and Barnsley Library Archive, who facilitated access to all the data. Reference was also made to the
document 'Archaeology Scoping Study of Potential Site Allocations', Wessex Archaeology 2015 which
was produced after the Development Services team at Barnsley MBC commissioned this organisation

to undertake a survey of preferred sites for new development. The development area was within
this survey reference: SAF21.
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Figure 2: Site plan showing in details the new proposed development area (drawing from MPJ Design
Associates Itd)
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2. SITE DESCRIPTION

Currently vacant land, the proposed site consists of one field set between an open field and small
woodland (former quarry - to the west), the housing development of New Smithy Avenue (to the
north) White House Farm (to the east) and a set of cottages fronting High Bank to the south. Access
to the site is from an existing vehicular entrance point off New Smithy Avenue. Pedestrian access can
also be obtained from White House Farm.

The field is of a rectangular shape in plan gradually slopes on a south-southeast direction, with the
ground level measuring circa 231 m AOD to the north, and 297 m AOD to the south.

Figure 3: Proposed development area (in red). Image from Google Earth.

3. GEOLOGY

No recorded drift geology of the site has been available.
The Bedrock Geology consists of:

e The sedimentary bedrock consisting of Pennine Lower Coal Measures Formation - Mudstone,
Siltstone and Sandstone, did form approximately 312 to 313 million years ago in the
Carboniferous Period

e The setting on which these rocks formed were in marginal coastline plains with lakes and
swamps periodically inundated by sea: or estuaries and deltas, and shallow seas.
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No alluvial or other superficial deposits are indicated to be present on the site.

Bedrock geology
- Pennine lower Coal measures formation
Sandstone

[:‘ Pennine lower Coal measures formation |
Mudstone, Siltstone and Sandstone

! Head - Diamiction Sand and Gravel

Alluvium - Clay and Silt

Figure 4: Geological Map of Thurlstone area with the development area highlighted in red, (from the
British Geological Survey Map).

4. STATUTORY AND PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

NATIONAL POLICY

The previous national planning policy relating to heritage and archaeology - Planning Policy
Statement, PPS 5 - which built upon Planning Policy Guidance PPG16 - was replaced in March 2012
by Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

Section 12 of the NPPF; ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’ provides guidance on

the treatment of heritage assets.

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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Whilst it is recognised that important remains should be retained, the benefits of development may
be considered to outweigh the benefit of retention, especially where remains of less than national
importance are concerned.

Paragraph 128 of Section 12 states: Planning decision should be based on the significance of the
heritage asset, and early consideration of the potential for ‘heritage assets’ is advised and where the
loss of a heritage asset is considered justified, the developer is required to ‘record and advance
understanding’ of the heritage asset before it is lost.

Paragraph 129 also states in determining application, local planning authorities should require an
application to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution
made by their setting...

In Annex 2 of the NPPF heritage assets are defined as: a building, monument, site, place, and an area
or landscape positively identified as having a degree of significance meriting consideration in
planning decisions, which includes designated heritage assets (as defined in the NPPF) and assets
identified by the local Planning Authority.

ANNEX 2 OF THE NPPF DEFINED ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTEREST AS:

A heritage asset that holds or potentially could hold evidence of past human activity worthy of
expert investigation at some point. Heritage assets with archaeological interest are the primary
source of evidence about the substance and evolution of places, and of the people and cultures that
made them.

ANNEX 2 DEFINED HERITAGE ASSETS AS:

e World Heritage Sites

e Scheduled Monuments

e  Listed Buildings

e Protected Wreck Sites

e Registered Park and Gardens
e Registered Battlefields

e Conservation Areas

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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ANNEX 2 DEFINED SIGNIFICANCE AS:

The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. This
interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not only from a
heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting.

In brief, the government policy provides a framework to protect national important designated
heritage assets, the setting for such designations and provides for the excavation and investigation of
sites not significant enough to merit in-situ preservation.

5. REGIONAL POLICY GUIDANCE

Although there is no regional plan for South Yorkshire, the ' Yorkshire, the Humber & the North East
regional statement of good practice for archaeology in the development process', document is
adhered to throughout.

The intention of the document 'is to help improve standards of archaeological work in the Yorkshire
& the Humber and the North East Regions and to establish a consistent approach for the benefit of
archaeological contractors, consultants, and developers who are funding the work as well as to the
historic environment'.

6. LOCAL POLICY GUIDANCE

Local policy guidance can be found in Barnsley Councils Core Strategy 2010 Publication. In relation
to the Historic Environment, it states:

CORE STRATEGY 30, CSP 30

The Historic Environment Development which affects the historic environment and Barnsley's
heritage assets will be expected to protect or improve:

e the character and/or appearance of Conservation Areas

e the character and/or appearance of Scheduled Ancient Monuments and their settings

e the character and/or appearance of Listed Buildings and their settings (including any locally
listed buildings)

e archaeological remains of national importance and their settings

e the character and/or appearance of historic parks and gardens

Barnsley has many important features which reflect its cultural history. In particular it has an
important legacy of buildings and structures associated with its industrial past relating to coal
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mining, metalworking, textiles and glass making. Another notable feature of Barnsley is its high
quality 18th and 19th Century designed landscapes, including the Grade | (1) 116 Core Strategy
Publication Version 7 . Core Policies Stainborough Park (Wentworth Castle). The historic environment
and its heritage assets is a valuable resource which, once lost, can never be replaced. It contributes to
our local distinctiveness, our sense of history and quality of life.

Scheduled Ancient Monuments are important sites and monuments given legal protection by being
placed on a list (or schedule). They include a wide range of archaeological sites, but must be
deliberately created structures, features or remains. They are not always ancient or visible above
ground and can range from prehistoric standing stones and medieval castles, to more recent results
of human activity such as collieries and wartime pillboxes. Such nationally important remains should
be preserved in situ.

Conservation areas are a valuable way of protecting and improving parts of towns and villages with
special historic character. We are preparing Conservation Area Character statements for all
designated conservation areas. We will consider the designation of further Conservation Areas or the
amendment of the boundaries of existing Conservation Areas as appropriate in the future.

The Government maintains a list of buildings and structures of special architectural or historic
interest. They make an important contribution to the built environment and are part of our heritage.
Listed buildings cannot be replaced so we will always try to protect and conserve them. A successful
grant scheme in the Borough has helped the refurbishment and improvement of a number of historic
and Listed Buildings. In addition we will prepare a list of buildings and structures which are of local
interest. Those of higher merit will be submitted to English Heritage to be considered as additions to
the schedule of listed buildings and given statutory protection.

Archaeological remains are physical evidence of human activity. In many cases, they only survive
hidden under the ground. They are important because they provide us with information about the
past and so contribute to national identity, education, leisure and tourism. In Britain, they are the
only source of knowledge for many periods in our past. Once remains are destroyed, the information
they hold is lost forever. They are often vulnerable to damage and destruction.

There are many archaeological sites and finds in Barnsley and information on these is held in the
South Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record (maintained by the South Yorkshire Archaeology
Service). Some sites are scheduled by the government because of their archaeological importance
(see Scheduled Ancient Monuments above) and should be preserved in situ. There may also be some
sites of local importance which are also worth preserving.

The government produces a register of gardens and other land of special historic interest. They may
include town parks, former estate land and cemeteries. In some cases these sites are an important
part of the local landscape and accessible to the public. Barnsley has a Grade | (1) registered park in
Stainborough Park (Wentworth Castle) whose historic layout, features and ornaments are of
exceptional interest. Four other parks and gardens 117 Core Strategy Publication Version 7 . Core
Policies are Grade Il (2) which are of special interest. It is important to ensure that the historic
features, both built and natural, and the character of these sites are fully recognised in development
proposals so that we can protect them.

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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More detailed policies regarding development affecting the historic environment will be set out in the
Development Sites and Places DPD and the relevant designations will be shown on the accompanying
Proposals Maps.

7. METHODOLOGY

The historical and archaeological background has been researched through consultation of sources
including a search of the surviving documents and cartographic evidence (in accordance with the
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists 2014). A walk over survey of the whole site by LS Archaeology occurred during
December 2016.

During the production of this document the following persons/departments were consulted via
telephone conversation and site visit:

e Andy Lines and Zac Nellist at South Yorkshire Archaeology Service
e South Yorkshire Archaeology Site and Monuments Archive

e Barnsley District Council Archive (library)

8. AIMS OF THE HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

The principal aims of this Heritage Assessment are:

e To ldentify known cultural heritage and archaeological sites within or in the vicinity of
the proposed development;

e To identify areas within the application boundary with the potential to contain any
previously unrecorded archaeological remains;

e To propose appropriate mitigation measures which could be built into the
development proposals to avoid , reduce or remedy any potential adverse effects
identified;

e To assess the acceptability of the development proposals with respect to cultural
heritage and archaeology in relation to local plan policies and national planning
guidance.

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology®©
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VALUING THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The criteria used to assign a value to the archaeological resource are based on those outlined in the
Department of Transport’s Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) Volume 11 Section 3 Part 2
Cultural Heritage Interim Advice Note 92/07 (2007).

The potential archaeological value of the development site on land to the south of New Smithy
Avenue, Thurlstone is, according to the criteria in this table, Low.

Value Criteria

Very High World Heritage Sites (including nominated sites). Assets of acknowledged
international importance. Assets that can contribute significantly to acknowledged
international research objectives.

High Scheduled Monuments (including proposed sites). Undesignated assets of
schedulable quality and importance. Assets that can contribute significantly to
acknowledged national research objectives. Listed Buildings (including proposed

buildings).
Medium Designated or undesignated assets that contribute to regional research objectives.
Low Designated and undesignated assets of local importance. Assets compromised by

poor preservation and/or poor survival of contextual associations. Assets of limited
value, but with potential to contribute to local research objectives.

Negligible Assets with very little or no surviving archaeological interest.

Table 1: Criteria for assigning a value to the archaeological resource

DEVELOPMENT IMPACT

The extent of any likely impacts is set out in the table below. It is worth noting that the impacts can
be either negative or beneficial and direct or indirect. The criteria for the impacts are taken from
Design Manual for Roads and Bridge (2007).

The impact of the development at the site is Moderate.

Impact Description

Major Change to most or all key archaeological materials, such that the resource is
totally altered. Comprehensive changes to setting

Moderate Changes to many key archaeological materials, such that the resource is
clearly modified. Considerable changes to setting that affect the character of
the asset

Minor Changes to key archaeological materials, such that the asset is slightly
altered. Slight changes to setting

Negligible Very minor changes to archaeological materials, or setting

No Change No change

Table 2: Criteria for assessing the magnitude of the impacts of the proposed development

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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DEVELOPMENT EFFECTS

An assessment of the significance of the effects of the development on the archaeological resource

can be reached by combining the assessments of value (Table 2) and development impact (Table 3)
using a matrix similar to that in DMRB (2007, 5/6).

Very High | Neutral Slight Moderate/ Large/Very Very Large
Large Large
High Neutral Slight Moderate/ Moderate/ Large/ Very
@ Slight Large Large
7?, Medium Neutral Neutral/ Slight Moderate Moderate/
= Slight Large
Low Neutral Neutral/ Neutral/ Slight EIf]s Slight/
Slight - Moderate
Negligible | Neutral Neutral Neutral/ Slight | Neutral/ Slight | Slight
No Negligible Minor Moderate Major
change
Magnitude of Impact

Table 3: Significance of Effects Matrix

Based up the above criteria the magnitude of impact of the development area is Slight.

BUILT HERITAGE, DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS AND NON DESIGNATED HERITAGE
ASSETS

Built heritage consists of all aspects of the man-made historic environment such as houses, factories,
commercial buildings, places of worship, cemeteries, monuments and built infrastructure such as
roads, railways and bridges; physically created places such as gardens, mining sites; and other places
of historical significance such as archaeological sites.

A Designated Heritage Asset comprises a World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building,
Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or Conservation Area.

Local planning authorities may identify non-designated heritage assets. These are buildings,
monuments, sites, places, areas or landscapes identified as having a degree of significance meriting
consideration in planning decisions but which are not formally designated heritage assets. In some
areas, local authorities identify some non-designated heritage assets as ‘locally listed’.

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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BURIED HERITAGE

The buried Heritage (archaeology) has been considered through the Desk Based Assessment. A list of
the Historic Environment Record (HER) is provided in Appendix 1. This assessment is based on a
consideration of evidence provided by the South Yorkshire Archaeology Service for the study site and
a zone 1km in extent surrounding its boundaries. Details of works can be found in the Event Report
below.

The concluding chapter of this document summarises the findings, and provides an opinion on the
potential for archaeological remains to be identified, the likely importance of such remains should
they exist and the likely impact of the proposed development, with recommendation for further
work.

8. VISIBLE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD

Thurlstone is a village and civil parish in the Metropolitan Borough of Barnsley, South Yorkshire. The
village is set on a hill, located on the north side of the River Don, about 1.5km west of Penistone,
11km southwest of Barnsley town and 20km North West of Sheffield.

The assessment of existing conditions has been based on a 'study area' extending 1km around the
perimeter of the area of the proposed development. This enables the significance of existing and
potential archaeological features to be considered in their local, regional and national contexts.
These results were used to inform a more detailed study of the development area.

Known sites, finds and monuments within the study area are listed at the South Yorkshire
Archaeology Service and full records of these were supplied to support this archaeological
assessment. The following table summarises the amount of records within 1km of the development
site. A full detailed list of these records can be found in Appendix 1.

Sites and Monuments Record by Type Amount of Records
Events 11

Monuments 7

Scheduled 0

Historic Environment Characterisation (including | 70
listed buildings)

Table 4: Indicating total counts of Sites and Monuments records depending on type

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology®©
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The table below summarizes the current visibility of archaeological sites within the study area and
the predicted likelihood of further discovery.

Period Visibility Presence/Absence | Likelihood of further
discovery
Earlier Absent Absent Negligible
Prehistory
Iron Age Absent Absent Negligible
Roman Absent Absent Negligible
Early Moderate- Toponymic Evidence Present Moderate
Medieval Thurlstone ‘Anglo Saxon ‘tun’ Old
Danish ‘Thurlf’, topographic
Medieval Moderate- maps, documentation, Present Moderate
topographic
Post- Good- maps, documentation, Present Negligible
Medieval buildings, aerial photographs
Unknown Absent Absent Absent
Date

Table 5: Table of Visibility

CONSERVATION AREAS

There are 18 conservation areas in Barnsley and Thurlstone is one of this group. Eleven listed
buildings are situated in the Thurlstone Conservation Area as indicated on the Barnsley Planning and
Transportation Service Map 2007, some of these being individual structures other may consist of a
small number of terrace houses listed as one specific group. The conservation area of Thurlstone is
succinctly described in the Barnsley Development Sites and Places Consultation Draft 2012:

The Conservation Area is 7 miles east of Barnsley and can roughly divided into two parts. One
representing old Thurlstone high above Manchester Road stretching along Towngate and
Ingbirchworth Road to the north, and the other along Manchester Road and the area backing onto
Plumpton Mills (developed during the 19" Century). The old village area contains a number of 17"
and 18" Century houses, with locally characteristic weavers’ windows inserted during the 19"
Century. The textile industry was the mainstay of the village up until the early part of the 19"
Century. The conservation area is dominated by sandstone (often stained black) built properties
frequently characterized by long rows of upper floor windows. Roofing material is predominantly
stone slate, along with grey slate and Welsh slate. Properties tend to be residential, but there are a
number of small commercial properties as well as large industrial units. The village has undergone
some infill development over recent years, along with an amount of encroachment from relatively
new developments around Smithy Drive and Westfield Avenue.

The southern and eastern edge of the development site adjoins the boundary of the Thurlstone
Conservation Area.

The new proposed development will have a neutral impact on a the Conservation Area.

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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Figure 5: Map showing the Thurlstone conservation area in yellow, and site location in red
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Figure 6: Map showing the distribution of the Monuments, Events and Scheduled Monuments (in red) records,
(South Yorkshire Archaeology Services)
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SCHEDULED MONUMENTS

No scheduled monuments/areas are present within the boundaries of the study area.

The new proposed development will have a neutral impact on a scheduled monument.

EVENT REPORT

Eleven Event Reports have been identified within the study area and these are listed within Appendix
1. These events have mostly occurred outside the immediate vicinity of Thurlstone and are related
to industrial archaeology: mostly standing buildings. For example there was extensive monitoring
and recording of works carried out at the Eckland Umbrella Works (ESY187) with regard to potential
evidence of the earlier 18" century paper mill. As at Nether Mill Farm (CS Archaeology 2016 ;
Wardell Armstrong 2016) where subsequent excavation led to earlier building foundations being
exposed and recorded.

Other investigations carried out include Hoyle Mill, Thurlstone (Richardson and Denison 2006)
Penistone Grammar School, Penistone (ESY 153) and Stone Bridge Thurlstone (ESY 191) also.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT CHARACTERISATION

The Historic Environment Character data and the South Yorkshire Historic Environment
Characterisation Project (2007) suggest that the Site is within an area of Nucleated Rural Character
and comprises of enclosed land: Crofts 1066-2003 some industrial: craft industry 1700-2003 with
residential: burgage plots 1066-1699. The historic core of Thurlstone lies mostly to the east of
Towngate where there is good existing evidence of the earlier medieval origins of the village
including structures and town layout. Unfortunately to the west of Towngate the earlier medieval
cruck buildings and associated burgage plots/strip fields were replaced around 1960 with modern
housing. The new proposed development will be located to the west of Towngate adjacent to the
already existing modern housing scheme, New Smithy Drive.

The new proposed development will have a neutral impact on the Historic Environment Character.

MONUMENT REPORT

There are seven monuments within the study area for which all are classified as Grade Il listed
buildings. More details of these can be seen in the Appendix 1 however to summarise the general
character of the structures are twofold. The majority are medieval cruck style buildings and barns
(MSY4747, MSY4500, MSY4501 and MSY4643) and the others are 18™-19" century mills (MSY4501,
MSY6695 and MSY6858). The monuments date from the medieval 15" century to the post medieval
mid 19" century. The closest monument to the development site lies approximately 50m north
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north east and is not visible due to already existing modern housing. The other monuments are
located at least 300metres to 1km away from the development site.

The new proposed development will have a neutral impact on the existing Monuments.

LISTED BUILDINGS REPORT

26 Listed Buildings are present within the study area; 8 being located within the immediate vicinity
of Thurlstone. Of these, more locally listed buildings, the majority are located across Towngate road
to the east of the development site. There are no listed buildings adjoining any part of the site. The
buildings are all Grade Il listed and their types, by quantity are displayed below.

H Millstones 18th-19th C

M Bridges 19th-20th C

m Agricultural 18th C

W Craft/Weavers Dwellings
18th-19th C

W Houses 17th-18th C

W Cottages 17th-18th C

M Religious 20th C

Table 6: Grade Il listed buildings and their types by quantity within the 1km study zone

| Millstones 18th-19th C

M Bridges 19th-20th C

W Agricultural 18th C

M Craft/Weavers Dwellings
18th-19thC

M Houses 17th-18th C

M Cottages 17th-18th C

Table 7: Grade Il listed buildings and their types by quantity within the immediate vicinity of Thurlstone

The new proposed development will have a neutral impact on the existing listed buildings.
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9. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The archaeological and historical background of the study area is summerised below. Based upon
the evidence within the study zone some judgments regarding the potential archaeological assets
within the development area have been indicated. The archaeological potential refers to the
possibility of this period being present within the development area. The archaeological significance
refers to the potential value of any assets as defined in DMRB (2007) Table 1.

TOPONYMIC HISTORY

Thurlstones toponymic history and sources are displayed in the table below.

Turulfestune, | 1086 | Domesday Book. Also Domesday Book translated by R. H. Skaife (Yorkshire
Turolueston Archaeological Journal xiii, xiv, separately reprinted, London 1896; also in
Victoria County History of Yorkshire, vol. ii).

Thurueleston | 1246 | Assize Rolls (unpublished) in the Public Record Office: for Yorkshire, nos.
1040-1139.

Thurleston(e) | 1286 | Yorkshire Deeds, A Descriptive Catalogue of Ancient Deeds, Yorkshire

- Inquisitions post mortem, Index to the Charters and Rolls in the Department
1504 | of Manuscripts, British Museum,Nomina Villarum 1316 (Surtees Society 49).
Yorkshire Feet of Fines 1190-9

Thurlaston 1301 | Yorkshire Deeds

Thurliston 1326 | Yorkshire Deeds, A Descriptive Catalogue of Ancient Deeds
Dhurleston' 1379 | Poll Tax Returns, 1379 (YAJ v-vii).
Thurston 1569 | Material for the History of Wincobank from the Wheat Collection, ed. T.

Walter Hall, Sheffield 1922.

PREHISTORIC 8000BC TO 43BC BRONZE (AGE 5000BC TO 800 BC - IRON AGE 800BC TO
43AD)

There is no evidence of historical/archaeological assets related to Prehistoric activity within the study
area

Archaeological Potential: Low Archaeological Significance: Unknown
ROMANO-BRITISH 43AD TO 410AD

There is no evidence of historical/archaeological assets related to Prehistoric activity within the study

area
Archaeological Potential: Low Archaeological Significance: Unknown
Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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POST ROMAN MEDIEVAL 410 AD TO 1601AD (SAXON 410AD TO 800AD - VIKING 800AD
TO 1066AD - MEDIEVAL 1066AD TO 1601AD)

The medieval village of Thurlstone was in existence by the time of the 1086 Domesday Survey. At
this time the village was likely to have been a small settlement, or more likely an isolated farmstead
which may have been located at the site known as the ‘Top O’ th’ Town’ (HSY291) which is set high
on a spur to the north of the village (Hey, 2002).

Thurlstones name suggests links to the Saxon period given that it may be comprised from the Anglo-
Saxon ‘tun’ and Old Danish ‘Thurulf’ which was a personal name. In his 2002 book ‘A History of
Penistone and District’, Hey suggests that the area may have been taken over by a Viking lord who
would have superseded any existing native settlement. This could indicate an earlier presence of a
settlement, most likely a farmstead, due to the description of the land as open moorland grazing as
shown on Jeffrey’s Map of Yorkshire 1771.

Thurlstones origins in the medieval period can be traced back, to the earliest, to 1068 whereby it lay
in lands (Honour of Pontefract ) granted to llbert de Lacy, 1st Baron Pontefract by William the
Conquer as thanks for his support during the Harrying of the North: the systematic assault of the
north to enable William to take control. Thurlstone, being 8,116 acres in size was the largest manor
and township in Penistone parish and lay within the southern region of the Honour of Pontefract.
(Hey, 2002).

Thurlstone formed part of a large tract of land gifted during the Norman period of 1086. However
the toponymic evidence may suggest even earlier origins of a farmstead, settlement to at least
800AD and likely earlier. Further evidence of the settlement of Thurlstone's development is seen in
Jeffery’s Map of Yorkshire suggesting that by 1771 a more formal village structured around a central
area had been established.

A more detailed discussion of the development sites location in relation to land use and
cartographic evidence of Thurlstone will follow in the map regression analysis below.

Archaeological Potential: Moderate Archaeological Significance: local
POST MEDIEVAL 1601 TO PRESENT

At some point, although uncertain until the Parliamentary Enclosures Map of 1815, land in and
around Thurlstone was enclosed as burgages, strip fields and piecemeal enclosures (see Map
Regression below).

The development of Thurlstone as an important part of the West Riding woolen district can be seen
in the village’s historic character. 18" to 19" weaver’s cottages were constructed along both the
east and west of Towngate then expanding north and south.

Some good 18" century examples still exist (HSY282, HSY281). Toponymic evidence also highlights
the weaving industry in the aptly named ‘Tenter Hill’ which is the location of a row of early 19"
century weavers cottages- the term tenters relating to the structure ‘Tenter Frames’ used to dry and
stretch woven cloth (HSY6136).

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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The 1806 militia returns for Thurlstone show that the dominant occupations are those associated
with the textile industry. Records suggest that there were 40 weavers, 21 clothiers, 18 labourers as
compared to 4 farmers.

Population growth and associated village development linked to industry shaped the characteristic of
Thurlstone. After the growth linked to the weaving industry came more expansion, this time
associated with water and mills. The growth of the village spread north and along the valley which
the River Don flows and more 19" century housing was created to support the ever increasing mill
industries as well as lodgings for those working on the construction of the nearby railway-
Manchester to Sheffield route in 1845.

The mill industries in the immediate vicinity of Thurlstone village:
e Corn Mill (MSY12378) last used in 1850 and now demolished.

e Thurlstone Paper Mill (MSY6695) producing paper from at least 1770 until its sale in 1860. It
subsequently became the Eckland Bridge Umbrella Works 1886.

e Hornthwaite Corn Mill (HSY276) 18"-19" centuries.
e  Qil Mill (HSY296) producing linseed oil by 1770 then cloth production by 1845.P
e Pheonix Works (HSY6025) produced blacking since 1863.

e The OId Dye Mill (hSY6134) mid 18" century then a steam cloth and scribbling mill in 1854
culminating as a joiners yard and undertakers 1889.

Archaeological Potential: Low Archaeological Significance: local

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology©
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9. MAP REGRESSION

The earliest map available relating to the site is the 1771 Thomas Jeffrey’s Map of Yorkshire. The
overlaid map below shows the new proposed development site (in red), occupying an area which
consists of unenclosed land most likely used for grazing.

Figure 7: Thomas Jeffrey's 1771 map of Yorkshire

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology®©
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A more detailed map available of Thurlstone is the 1815, Parliamentary Enclosures Map. On this map
White House Farm appears to be to the immediate east of the site, to the south the site is flanked by
High Bank Lane and its few cottages. The Cottage Bakery to the south east, at the corner of High
Bank and Towngate and to the north and west open fields dedicated to agriculture activity.

This map also shows that the study area occupies part of the southern end of a set of burgages/strip
fields extending westwards from the houses fronting Towngate.

Figure 8: 1815 Parliamentary Enclosures Map

At the time of the 1853 first edition Ordnance Survey map, the development site remains under
agricultural regime.

However by this time Thurlstone shows the influences of the industrial revolution, with several mills
erected along the northern side of the river Don, and the 1845 Manchester to Sheffield railway
running south of the village.

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology®©
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By the early 19" century, a sandstone quarry appears to have been opened, to the west of the
village along High Bank Lane.

The more defined domestic strip fields/burgages can be observed to the east of Towngate as
compared to the west.

Figure 9: First edition Ordnance Survey 1854 map

No major changes appear to have taken places between the mid 19" and early 20" centuries. The
Ordnance Survey maps of 1893 and 1907 shows that most of the strip fields/burgages and larger
enclosed field have remained much the same as shown on the 1815 Parliamentary Enclosures Map.
In contrast the development site has now been divided into two small rectangular fields, most likely
with hedge/dry stone wall boundaries (these can been seen on the 1966 aerial photographs below).

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology®©
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Figure 11: Ordnance Survey 1907 map

Sometime within the early 20" century a greenhouse / barn appears to have been erected within the
eastern section of the study area. On the 1931 and 1948 OS Maps, this dwelling looks to be within a
square enclosure, most likely to be a boundary wall.

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology®©

22



LS Archaeology Desk Based Assessment land south of New Smithy Avenue, Thurlstone, South Yorkshire

Figure 12: Ordnance Survey 1931 map.

Figure 13: Ordnance Survey 1948 map.

By the middle of the 1960's, as shown on the 1966 aerial photograph below, the green-house/barn is
not in place anymore. What is visible are the footprints of two track-ways leading west and north
from the footings of the former dwelling. In addition, the aerial photograph shows the New Smithy
housing development taking place within the fields north of the site.
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Plate 1: 1966 Meridean Aerial photograph of Thurlstone with the study area outlined in red.

The boundary walls that divide the three fields within the study area appears to have been removed
some time between 2003 and 2009, when the three fields are amalgamated into one single plot of
land.
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10. SITE WALKOVER SURVEY

A walkover survey of the proposed development area was undertaken on the 20™ December 2016 to
assist with the assessment of the setting. The aim of the site walkover was to assess the site for the
presence of any aboveground previously unrecorded heritage assets.

Plate 3: Remains of a dry stone wall abutting the

Plate 2: View of the eastern eastern boundary wall

boundary wall, looking north

The fields are vacant land. A dry stonewall bounds the field to the east, north and south. To the west,
the site boundary consists of a wooden paneled fence, that follows on the same alignment and
replaces the former boundary wall. Some of the remains of this wall are still visible in places at
ground level.

Plate 4: View of the site looking west south-west Plate 5: View of the site looking west

To the north the site bounds with the New Smithy housing development, whereas, the eastern
boundary consists of a land adjacent to White House Farm, to the south the site is adjacent to the

Client: Phil Mullins LS Archaeology®©

25



LS Archaeology Desk Based Assessment land south of New Smithy Avenue, Thurlstone, South Yorkshire

gardens of the Cottage Bakery and the cottages fronting High Bank. To the west, the site bounds a
large open field, which is also the former location of a sandstone quarry.

Plate 6: Concentration of sandstone blocks Plate 7: View of the site looking east north-east
located to the northeast corner of the site

Aside from the boundary dry stonewall no above ground archaeological assets were visible.
Although a small raised area with a concentration of large and medium sandstone blocks, located
towards the northeast side of the site could be interpreted as the former site of the early 20™
century greenhouse, shown on the 1931 and 1948 Ordinance Survey Maps.

Plate 8: View of the western boundary Plate 9: View of the site looking east

fence, also showing the remains of the
former dry stone wall
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Plate 11: View of the site looking southeast Plate 10: View of the site looking south

Plate 12: Modern dry stone boundary wall of

White House Farm garden located within the
southeast corner of the new development site
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11. IMPACT OF DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY

The study of the proposed development area indicates that the impact of the development of the
site on designated assets (Scheduled Monuments, Grade Il and I* Listed Buildings, Registered Parks
and Gardens, Conservation Areas or Registered Battlefields) is neutral.

This desk-based assessment takes into consideration the possibility of undiscovered archaeological
assets and states that there is low potential for evidence from the Prehistoric, Romano-British and
post medieval periods.

There is a moderate potential for archaeological evidence from the medieval periods due to the
undisturbed nature of the development site and its proximity to the medieval core of Thurlstone.

12. CONCLUSIONS

This archaeological desk-based assessment considers land approximately 0.9 hectares in extent to
the south of New Smithy Avenue, Thurlstone, Barnsley, South Yorkshire.

In accordance with government policy (the National Planning Policy Framework), this assessment
draws together the available archaeological, historic, topographic and land-use information in order
to clarify the heritage significance and archaeological potential of the study site.

Present evidence suggests that any archaeological assets that may be identified through any form of
investigation (i.e. strip map recording / watching brief evaluation) is likely to be solely of local
archaeological interest.

Luigi Signorelli BA MA
LS Archaeology
December 2016
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13. RESOURCES APPROACHED
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Ordnance Survey 1907 map
Ordnance Survey 1931 map

Ordnance Survey 1948 map
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