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Planning Condition No 3 

 

‘No development or other operations being undertaken on site shall take place until the following 
documents in accordance with British Standards 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and 
construction – Recommendations have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority: 

• Tree protective barrier details 

• Tree protection plan 

• Arboriculture method statement 

Thereafter all works on site shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details for the duration 
of the construction period.’ 

 

Response and Supportive Evidence 

 

In relation to the above noted Planning Condition, prior to main construction works commencing, tree 
protection fencing is to be erected in accordance with the following approved documentation; 

• Rosetta Arboricultural Impact Assessment. 

• Rosetta Arboricultural Impact Assessment Plan (3784/2/A). 

• Rosetta Arboricultural Method Statement. 

• Brooks Ecological CEMP Report (ER-3806-07B). 

• BMS Architect 3061 Site Plan - Rosetta Tree Protection Overlay. 

 

Tree protection fencing is to be installed to the locations as detailed on the above referenced approved 
Rosetta Arboricultrual Impact Assessment Plan (3784/2/A) and Brooks Ecological CEMP Report (ER-
3806-07A). The fencing will be erected in accordance with BS 5837:2012 fig.3, which consists of Herras 
fencing and stabilizer struts, as below figure; 
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As detailed within the Brooks Ecological CEMP Report, with consideration towards the anticipated 
works taking place after 01st March 2025 (commencement of the bird nesting season), Brooks 
Ecological are to be appointed to undertake the necessary Prestart Inspection of the site prior to any 
tree pruning and felling works taking place. Also, this inspection will include a review of the installed 
and erected tree protection fencing in accordance with the above, in which a report will be provided and 
submitted as evidence.  
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1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 Brief 
 
 This arboricultural impact assessment has been commissioned by Gregory Property Group to support 

an application to Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council for commercial development on site.   
 
1.2 Documents Provided 

 To assist in the production of this report we have been provided with a copy of an illustrative layout 
(drawing no.15-315-[P]111) produced by architects The Harris Partnership; we have also carried out a 
tree survey to BS5837:2012. 

 
1.3 Tree Status  
 
 The interactive map on the local planning authority’s website shows that that no trees are included 

within a Tree Preservation Order and the site does not lie within a Conservation Area. 
 
 
2.0 SURVEY DETAILS 
 
2.1 A site visit was undertaken on 01 Jun 2021 and observations are noted within the tree report prepared 

following this visit. 
 
2.2 The drawing accompanying the tree report (3784/1) shows the position, canopy spread and root 

protection area (RPA) of the trees; drawing 3784/2 attached to this report shows these details in 
relation to the illustrative layout. 

 
 
3.0 IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
3.1 Context 
 
3.1.1 Following the guidance of BS5837:2012 proposals for any site should ideally aim to incorporate those 

trees which are identified as ‘A’ and ‘B’ whereas 'C' category trees will not usually be retained where 
they may adversely affect the layout.  The attached drawing shows part of a group of ‘B’ category 
trees removed.  However, these were previously approved for removal as part of a projected highways 
improvement which is not now proceeding. 

 
3.1.2 BS 5837:2012 states that when considering the layout of the site, and the retention of significant trees, 

proposals should generally be kept outside of both their Root Protection Area (RPA) and canopy 
spread.  However, it allows for the possibility of encroaching into these areas with piled footings, 
access roads, footpaths, and parking areas assuming existing ground levels can be maintained, and 
the appropriate construction methods can be employed. This is particularly relevant where existing 
buildings and/or surfacing extend within the RPAs of the trees.   

 
3.2 Site Proposals (see drawing 3784/2)  
 
3.2.1 With regard to built form, the sketch layout shows the construction of three large buildings on site, 

together with parking and circulation areas, all of which would be accessed from an existing 
roundabout to the east of Rockingham Roundabout. 
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3.2.2 With respect to the current proposed site layout all trees to the north and east could be retained 
insofar as the construction process is concerned, whilst part of the group to the south (and one 
insignificant group – G1- in the centre) would require removal. All trees shown retained on the 
attached plan would lie clear of any construction works. 

 
3.3 Services and Other Considerations 
 
3.3.1 Details of services to dwellings are not available currently.  However, it is assessed that all these could 

be laid within the access road or vehicle circulation areas serving the new buildings; if this were the 
case none would pass through the rooting zones of retained trees. 

 
3.4 Potential Impact on Trees 
  
3.4.1 There is only one potential impact on trees, namely a number would need to be removed to 

adequately accommodate the proposed development as presently shown.   
 
 
4.0 MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
4.1 The following trees lying within the site boundary would need to be removed to allow the development 

to proceed (all shown on attached drawing 3784/2). 
  
  G1  2nr Goat Willow 
  
 G5 Oak, Silver Birch, Wild Cherry, Ash, Alder, Field Maple. Goat Willow, Hawthorn, Hazel. (Around 50% 
  of the total area is proposed for removal). 
  
 G10 Hawthorn (two rows of overgrown hedge) 
  
 T11 Goat Willow 
 
4.2 As indicated above, once the trees above have been removed, those retained should not be adversely 

affected by construction works to any significant extent.  Notwithstanding this assessment, it is 
recommended that, following excavation, if any roots are encountered these should be cut cleanly with 
a hand saw and exposed root ends covered with damp hessian to minimise desiccation until the 
excavation can be backfilled (which should ideally be undertaken within one working day).    

 
4.3 Prior to any building work on site undertake any essential work to retained trees on arboricultural 

grounds that would improve safety and benefit their future growth. This is an opportunity to undertake 
arboricultural work (e.g., removal of damaged limbs and dead wood, pruning as appropriate and 
cutting back unwanted understorey growth) that would benefit the trees on site. 

 
4.4 Erect Tree Protection Fencing where construction work takes place in proximity to retained trees; the 

alignment of such fencing should be undertaken in line with BS 5837:2012. 
 
4.5 To offset the removal of trees it is recommended to plant replacement trees to offset their loss.  These 

would be shown on the appropriate landscape drawing in due course. 
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5.0 GENERAL GUIDELINES, TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
5.1 Any tree work should be carried out by qualified Arboricultural Contractors with at least £1million 

Public Liability Insurance cover.  
 
5.2 Tree work must be carried out to BS3998:2010 which specifies recommendations for tree work. 
 
5.3 The acceptance of this report constitutes an agreement with the terms and guidelines listed within this 

report. 
 
5.4 No liability can be accepted by the consultant in respect of the trees unless the recommendations 

within this report are carried out under his supervision.  Nor shall the consultant be responsible for 
events which happen after the time of the survey due to factors which were not evident at the time. 

 
5.5 Relationships between trees and other objects such as buildings are rarely static and can at times 

change quite unpredictably.  It should therefore be understood that the inspection and monitoring of 
the condition of trees is a continuing requirement which, in this instance, is recommended on an 
annual basis. 
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See drawings 3784 / 1A & 2A and refer to the Tree Survey document dated 02 Jun 21. 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 This Method Statement has been drawn up to assist Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council and the 

developer in overseeing the construction of the proposed housing development. 
 
1.2 The document seeks to describe the site and its tree cover, list those trees which are proposed for removal 

due to the development, those which need to be removed for technical reasons and those which are to 
remain. 

 
1.3 It describes the proposals for ensuring that the trees that are to remain would survive the development and 

thrive after the development. 
 
1.4 The development and timing of construction operations are described, together with materials which would 

be used in order to maximise tree protection. 
 
1.5 The document also includes a section of useful telephone numbers and addresses. 
 
1.6 This Statement will be included as part of the specification and schedule of works issued to the building 

contractor and will form part of the contract. The Statement will be available on site for inspection. 
 
 
2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION  
 
2.1 The study site is located on the northern edge of the settlement of Hoyland Common which itself 

lies around 6km to the south of Barnsley town centre.  It is bounded to the north by the A6195 
Dearne Valley Parkway (beyond which lie commercial units) and to the west by Sheffield Road.  To 
the south – towards the eastern end and beyond a retaining wall - lies land in commercial use; an 
open paddock abuts the site towards the western end.  A band of tree and shrub planting abuts the 
site to the east beyond which lies open land. 

 
2.2 The site is presently not in active use though it is understood to be formerly part of the Rockingham 

Colliery site with the ground having been subsequently remediated. Ground is relatively level at 
around 450 metres Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) falling gradually across the site from south to 
north.  Beyond the site boundary ground rises gradually to the south and east and falls away 
gradually to the north and west.  

 
2.3 The interactive map on the local planning authority’s website shows that that no trees are included 

within a Tree Preservation Order and the site does not lie within a Conservation Area. 
 
 
3.0 TREES AFFECTED BY DEVELOPMENT 
 
3.1 The majority of trees on site are due to remain and are listed as follows: 

 
 T2 Poplar 

G3 Oak, Silver Birch, Lombardy Poplar, Alder, Scots Pine Goat Willow, 
Hawthorn, Hazel 

T4 Ash 
G5 Oak, Silver Birch, Wild Cherry, Ash, Alder, Field Maple. Goat Willow, Hawthorn, 

Hazel. (Around 50% of the total area is proposed to be retained). 
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 T6 Ash 
 G7 3nr Hawthorn 
 T8 Smooth-leaved Holly 
 T9 Hawthorn 
 T12 Silver Birch 

 
3.2 There are no trees recommended for removal on arboricultural grounds. 

  
3.3 Those trees that are to be removed for development purposes are as follows: 
 
   G1  2nr Goat Willow 

G5 Oak, Silver Birch, Wild Cherry, Ash, Alder, Field Maple. Goat Willow, Hawthorn, 
Hazel. (Around 50% of the total area is proposed for removal). 

   G10 Hawthorn (two rows of overgrown hedge) 
   T11 Goat Willow 
   
 
4.0 TREE REMOVAL  
 
4.1 The first operation on the site will be the removal of all trees thus scheduled.  
 
4.2 These works will be undertaken with care to avoid damage to adjacent specimens due for retention. 
 
 
5.0 REMEDIAL WORK 
 
5.1 When all the felling is completed, the necessary tree surgery will be carried out. 
 
5.2 This will principally involve only the general removal of deadwood from the crowns of trees and the removal 

of the lowest limbs (light crown lift) of some trees.  
 
5.3 All work will comply with British Standard 3998 (2010). 
 
5.4 In addition to this the following works are required within the development and are to comply with British 

Standard 3998 (2010): 
 

T4 Ash - Monitor annually for ash dieback 
T6 Ash - Monitor annually for ash dieback 

 
6.0 PROTECTIVE FENCING 
 
6.1 Prior to machinery entering the site for any building, levelling or site clearance purposes, all trees listed to be 

retained within the development will be fenced off in a continuous line around their crowns; or where 
practical, in accordance with British Standard (BS) 5837: 2012: clause 7.1 and 7.2 (see Appendix A and 
drawing 3784/2A). 

 
6.2 The fencing will be constructed with a framework of scaffolding poles driven 600mm into the ground, braced 

together and backstays will then be added at 3m centres. Onto this will be attached a continuous line of 
welded mesh panels.  Alternatively Ply or corrugated sheet metal panels may be used to be securely fixed to 
the frame with wire or scaffold clamps in accordance with BS 5837: 2012.   

 
6.3 Where fence installation into soft ground is not possible an alternative specification of fencing described as 

acceptable within the BS (see Fig.3, Appendix A) is the use of welded mesh panels (‘Heras’ or similar) on 
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rubber or concrete feet supported on the inner side by stabiliser struts on a base plate secured with ground 
pins (or on a block tray if sitting on retained hard surfacing). 

 
6.4 Site notices on fencing will be used in the form of pre-printed laminated waterproof signs A3 in size fixed 

securely to fencing panels on each enclosure at 9m intervals.  The signs will clearly read: 
 

PROTECTED TREE ZONE 
NO STORAGE OR OPERATIONS WITHIN FENCED OFF AREAS 

 
6.5 Failure to comply with the above requirements could lead to enforcement action, including the issuing of a 

Stop Notice, until the matter has been remedied.  Where damage has occurred to legally protected trees, the 
owner of the site may be liable for prosecution. 

 
 
7.0 SITE INSPECTION  
 
7.1 After tree felling and remedial work to trees have been completed (and following erection of the protective 

fencing), the developer’s arboriculturist will visit the site. The reasons for this visit are firstly to check that the 
work to the trees is satisfactory, secondly to check the protective fencing, and thirdly to meet with the local 
authority’s tree officer to ensure that they are also satisfied. 

 
7.2 Any necessary amendments and improvements to the protective fencing agreed at this meeting will be 

undertaken following confirmation of the agreed changes in writing. 
 
 
8.0 DEVELOPMENT PHASE 
 
8.1 After all the felling, pruning and fencing has satisfactorily been completed, the developer can commence the 

on-site preparation works and construction can begin. 
 
8.2 During the development phase the developer’s arboriculturist will visit the site on a regular basis to check the 

protective fencing and make any recommendations on any maintenance required to it. 
 
8.3 The local authority’s tree officer will have reasonable access to the site to report any problem areas directly 

to the developer’s arboriculturist who will then visit the site and make recommendations to the developer on 
how best to rectify the situation. 

 
 
9.0 DEVELOPMENT NEAR TREES 
 
9.1 In the unlikely event that the tree protection fence needs to be moved during the development, a meeting will 

be called to which the local authority’s tree officer will be invited. This is to agree that the methods and new 
position of the tree protection fencing are adequate and meet with the local authority’s approval. 

 
9.2 Any other process which will require the movement of the protective fence line will require the presence of 

the developer’s arboriculturist and the local authority’s tree officer throughout the process. This work will 
therefore require to be carried out immediately following the removal of fencing (ideally within a single 
working day). 

 
9.3 The following procedures will be adopted where construction work is required within the canopy zone of any 

retained tree (‘protected zone’): 
 

9.3.1 Prior to any work commencing within protected zones the contractor and developer’s arboriculturist 
will meet on site to discuss appropriate procedures. 
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9.3.2 Excavations within protected zones will be backfilled with subsoil and good quality topsoil as soon 
as possible to minimise root desiccation. 

 
 
10.0 REMOVAL OF HARD MATERIAL FROM BENEATH TREE CANOPIES 
 
10.1 Where hard surfaces are to be found beneath the canopies of existing trees these will be removed as 

detailed below: 
 

10.1.1 Carefully break up hard surface by mechanical or hand means radially from the stem of each tree to 
minimise root damage. The depth of material thus removed will be kept to a minimum and in no 
case exceed 200mm.  This will probably include only the wearing course and base course thus 
leaving the sub-base intact around the rooting zone.  

 
10.1.2 Foundations of new retaining structures will incorporate where possible the existing foundations of 

the walls to minimise disturbance to tree roots. 
 
10.1.3 The existing material will be levered up to minimise removal of the root mat beneath the existing 

surface. A geotextile membrane will be used to protect tree roots. 
 
10.1.4 Remove material thus loosened again radially from the stem of the tree.  Any machinery must be 

located beyond the canopy limit of the tree with a hydraulic arm used to reach under the canopy 
and retrieve material.  Care must be taken at this stage not to excavate any deeper than the layer of 
loosened material. 

 
10.2 Care will be taken not to incur damage to the branching structure of the tree using the hydraulic arm. 
 
10.3 No machinery will track over the ground beneath the tree canopies, to avoid compaction of the rooting zone. 
 
 
11.0 SERVICES 
 
11.1 All service runs will be aligned to pass beneath the surface of the roads and pavements where possible. 
 
11.2 Should the need arise to dig within the protective fence lines at any time, the developer’s arboriculturist will 

be present, and hand digging will be used. 
 
11.3 All work to services on site will be undertaken in line with the NJUG “Guidelines for Planning, Installation and 

Maintenance of Utility Services in Proximity to Trees”. 
 
11.4 Fencing will be constructed at 2 metres from either side of the proposed sewers to permit access for 

excavation. Following construction, the excavation will be backfilled with clean subsoil (and topsoil to depth 
of surrounding areas) as quickly as possible – ideally within one working day.  Any exposed roots will be 
covered with damp hessian to prevent desiccation.   

 
 
12.0 REMOVAL OF THE PROTECTIVE FENCING 
 
12.1 When the development is complete, all drainage and service runs are in place and the main site machinery 

has been removed, temporary protective fencing will be dismantled.  This must be done with great care and 
will need to be supervised to avoid heavy machinery being used. 
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13.0 COMPLETION MEETING 
 
13.1 Upon completion of all the works specified above and procedures also specified, the developer’s 

arboriculturist will invite the local authority’s tree officer to meet on site to discuss the process and to agree 
on any remedial works required. 
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Risk Assessment of 

Potentially Damaging 

Development Activities 

Constraints  

The Site supports a mix of habitat, including neutral grassland, 

hedgerows and young broadleaf woodland. These are assessed as 

being of no more than Site Level importance within the Ecological 

Impact Assessment (EcIA).  

Detailed studies were undertaken into great crested newt (GCN), 

breeding birds, reptiles and bats. The likely absence of GCN was 

concluded, whilst no evidence of reptiles activity was observed.  

Low levels of bat activity were recorded along the Site’s eastern 

boundary, and above offsite habitat to the east. A sensitive lighting 

strategy will be required to demonstrate how this valued off-site 

habitat will be maintained as ‘dark zones’ for nocturnal wildlife. 

The Site was assessed as being of limited value to breeding birds and 

further detailed survey were scoped out at the PEA stage. However, 

through consultation, Breeding Bird Surveys were specifically 

requested by the Local Planning Authority, with willow tit raised as a 

potential bird of interest. Breeding bird surveys recorded only limited 

bird activity on Site from a small range of breeding birds. No signs of 

willow tit were observed on Site, and the Site is considered unlikely to 

be of value to this species, due to the immature stature of trees 

present, and the lack of any old or decaying wood. Survey concluded 

that the Site was of Site level importance to the species noted and 

recommended specific mitigation measures including a pre works 

check for breeding birds should works be carried out between March 

1st and August 31st.  

Pre-works check were also recommended for badgers and ecological 

support during habitat removal and construction was recommended 

to mitigate the minimal risk of impact to reptiles and avoid impacts to 

nesting birds.  

Impacts 

Impacts on biodiversity features and associated fauna fall into the 

following broad categories: 

• Vegetation clearance; 

• Soil stripping; 

• Re-spreading soil and stored materials; and  

• Noise generation and disturbance. 

Construction Stages 

i)  Site clearance and soil stripping  

Trees and woody vegetation are usually removed by a forestry or 

arboricultural contractor using either a large driven mulching machine 

which chops arisings and incorporates with the soil, or locally by hand 

machinery with material being chipped and spread, piled or removed.  

Large excavators scrape back soil to create clear development 

platforms. Topsoil is taken by dumper to soil stores on Site, where it can 

be left for many months before being reused on Site.    

This phase presents the greatest risk to nesting birds and the health of 

retained hedgerows and trees.  

ii)  Installing drainage 

Creating drainage will require localised vegetation clearance away 

from the development platforms. Machinery will excavate trenches for 

pipes and the trenches will be backfilled and seeded. This process is 

anticipated to be completed within 1 month of commencing.   

iii)  Installing roads and sewers 

This is normally completed by a contractor digging into the cleared 

development platforms as the first construction activity.   

iv) Building out cleared plots 

Sequential build out of plots according to phasing plan.   

Typical activities which require Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) 

overseeing are likely to be; clearing any remaining bird nesting habitat 

or clearance of soil stores (which could have been used by fauna such 

as badger /fox).  
Habitat/ Feature Protected/ Notable species 

Boundary habitats Nesting birds  

 Bats (Foraging) 

 Common amphibians  

 Notable mammals (Hedgehog) 

Table 1 Ecological constraints  

      

Grassland interior 

Tree line boundary 




















