Overall Comments
It is noted that the Transport Assessment acknowledges that the site will contribute to vehicle congestion. Given the site’s location and contributory influence, it is expected that priority is given to providing sufficient active travel interventions to deliver the robust level of mode shift necessary to mitigate the developments impact on the local road network.
An objective of the development should be to maintain and improve direct connections to the footpaths and bridleways surrounding and bisecting the site. 
It would be seen to be of benefit for the provision of Active Travel in the site that the development can ensure the provision of 3m footpaths along the north-eastern kerbline of Wooley Colliery Road from the junction of the new access road to the sharp bend at the southernmost point of the site. Based on the layout of the site, it is anticipated that pedestrians would be likely to use this as an access route towards amenities to the south including Darton Rail Station.
In a similar manner, for this purpose, the development should ensure that the Public Right of Way diversion will provide at minimum for a 3m surfaced path as this will provide an attractive Active Travel connection through the site in accordance with LTN1/20 and local and regional strategy guidance. This 3m width should also be implemented through the proposed wooded area in the north-east corner of the site in order to facilitate connectivity to future developments, Active Travel routes, and the PRoW network.
Consideration also should be given to retaining where possible a buffer strip between the footpaths and any built out developments to preserve options for future improvements.

Transport Assessment Comments
It is noted that the Transport Assessment demonstrates an increase in vehicular traffic expected to be added to the local road network. 
As the disbenefits of increased journey time are evident, a more robust commitment to mitigation will need to be evidenced with the aims of maximising mode shift away from private car use.
This further reinforces the importance of making credible commitments towards mode shift in the Travel Plan.

Travel Plan Comments
It is important that the Travel Plan includes sufficient tangible measures to deliver the appropriate increases in Active Travel and Public Transport mode share.

It is noted that the census data is provided from the 2011 census. While it is acknowledged that there are reservations regarding the accuracy of the 2021 census, inclusion of both to inform the Travel Plan would be advantageous. 

4.2 and 4.3 Please amend that the surveys should be undertaken at 60% occupation or within 12 months of first occupation whichever comes first.
4.2 Please specify that the surveys are to include peak hour period fully classified turning counts at the junction of the site’s access road and Woolley Colliery Road and two-week ATC’s, to accurately measure the volumes of traffic passing through the junction from the estate and contributing to the wider transport network demand. 
Please also state that these traffic counts will be done in a neutral month and cover appropriate weekday and weekend movements. 

4.9 demonstrates a target to reduce the car mode share by 7.9%, please amend this to a 10 percentage point reduction from 79% to 69%.

Table 4.2 In the interest of ensuring priority is given to active travel and public transport mode shift, please amend the table to specify initial targets for the increase in non-car modes:
	Mode
	Target

	Car Driver
	69%

	Rail
	6%

	Bus
	7%

	Cycle
	4%

	Walking
	7%



5.3 Measure 4 is a welcome inclusion and likely the primary mechanism for driving Mode Shift. Please provide further elaboration on this with more detail.
BMBC has in other instances agreed measures to provide dwellings with the option to claim, within each year of the travel plan: 
· A 28 Day Silver Megarider Bus Ticket 
· OR 
· An equivalent value voucher for cycle equipment (approx. £90). 
· OR 
· An equivalent value voucher or contribution to rail season tickets from Darton Rail Station.
Please amend the measures to include providing all dwellings in the site the opportunity to claim these options in each year of the Travel Plan or until the funding is used up. Funding for this should be allocated within the S106 agreement sufficient to provide an anticipated 20% of the development with tickets each year. 

The Travel Plan needs to state clearly that should future targets not be achieved, then the developer will make commitments to tangible further investment and actions which may be required to achieve the targets. This could include expansion of measures such as cycle and bus vouchers/tickets. The development should aim to actively invest in opportunities to travel by sustainable modes and not simply rely on sharing information to encourage mode shift.
