Keepmoat Keresforth Road Additional Arboricultural Notes for Clarity November 2024         2022/2016
Introduction
These notes have been produced in response to the Tree Officer comments and are intended to supplement, correct and clarify the previously submitted arboricultural information forming part of the 2022/2016 outline application for up to 126 houses and associated works with all matters reserved except for means of access.
Central woodland tree removals
The Tree Officer is correct, there is an error in my summary and I am happy to confirm that 16 trees are to be removed in the central woodland belt as shown in the table and plans the summary refers; and I apologise for any confusion arising.
Replacement planting
Replacement is as indicated by the Tree Officer on a 2:1 basis, except for the minor unclassified group where 2 oaks are proposed; and whilst not ideal, the proposed mitigation is acceptable.
The Tree Officer requests that replacement planting is directed around the access area/ southern part of the site; I am happy to confirm that this requirement can be met and all details can be agreed with the Council in Reserved Matters.
Level changes
I am happy to confirm that the AIA takes account of likely level changes and the AIA tree removals is a correct representation of the extent of tree loss for the access; the access road proposals have been considered with the road engineer and include significant input from me to ensure due regard for the trees and their requirements and I am not anticipating further tree removals for the entrance/ access.
AIA Residential build platforms
A realistic Arboricultural Impact Assessment to assess the impact of the housing development on the western belt of trees cannot be carried out at this stage as this requires detailed housing layout; this is an outline application with housing layout one of the items reserved.
The building platforms drawn on the Masterplan are indicative with straight edges and corners of C and E impinging in places on the sinewy woodland edge; the platforms could, on reflection, have been drawn with a sinewy outline along the woodland edge; however, what is more important is how the various elements within the build platforms relate to the adjacent trees and wider woodland.
Howsoever the build platforms are drawn – straight edges or sinewy – they will need to incorporate unbuilt edge areas to avoid material impact on the woodland, the extent of these unbuilt areas and their treatment varying along the edge as the detailed design takes account of tree sizes, spacings, RPAs, amenity stand-off distances and the various other requirements of BS5837:2012; the detailed design will require arboricultural input to ensure acceptability; and the resulting detailed designs will doubtless be subject to rigorous arboricultural assessment at Reserved Matters.
Provided the detailed design agreed with the Council at Reserved Matters meets the requirements of BS5837:2012, there should be no material impact on the western woodland belt.
Planning conditions
Given the proximity to trees, I agree that adequate planning conditions are required including tree protection details, arboricultural method statement (including arboricultural monitoring and appropriate supervision) and landscape/ replacement planting details. 
Can I suggest that whereas the tree protection, arboricultural method statement and replacement planting details should be pre-commencement, the detailed landscape can be phased and pre-house construction, this allows the road and other enabling works to be carried out whilst the housing detail is agreed.
As the detail of each build platform is agreed, the tree protection details and associated arboricultural method statement to be updated and agreed with the Council. 
David C Houldershaw 
November 2024
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