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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Pine Lodge has been empty and vacant for some years. A planning application 

has now been submitted to Barnsley Council to demolish the existing buildings and to 

replace with a new dwelling and an EcIA was submitted in support of that application.  

 

1.2. Planning consent has now been granted and Condition 4 of that consent states:- 

 

No development shall take place (including vegetation/site clearance) until a 

Precautionary Working Method Statement (PWMS) for amphibians, bats (including 

details regarding the soft felling of trees with bat roost potential) and small mammals 

has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The 

approved PWMS shall be implemented in full according to the specified timescales, 

unless otherwise agreed in writing by the local planning authority. 

 

1.3. This document is designed to satisfy that condition. 

 

******************** 
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2. METHOD STATEMENT. 

 

2.1. Amphibians. 

 

2.1.1. Prior to any works commencing on site a Natural England District Level 

Licence will be applied for and granted to cover the development of the site. 

 

2.1.2. Prior to any works commencing, all personnel will be briefed on the potential 

presence of reptiles and amphibians within the work area. Toolbox talks have been 

included at the end of this document to assist with this briefing.  

 

2.1.3. Immediately prior to soil stripping, an ecologist will carry out a hand search of 

the area to be affected and under the District Licence and that ecologist will relocate 

any great crested newts or other amphibians or reptiles to a place of safety. That will 

normally be on the site boundary where they will be released underneath a felt or 

carpet square. 

 

2.1.4. In the event that any reptiles or common amphibians are found during the 

works they must be left to safely move away of their own accord. If large numbers of 

reptiles (5+) are found, works will cease until the ecologist has made a judgement on 

the impact of the works on reptiles.   

 

2.1.5. In the event that any great crested newts are found during the works, the works 

will cease immediately and the ecologist shall be contacted to move it under the 

District Licence.  

 

2.1.6. As far as is reasonably possible, materials will not be stored on the ground but 

will be placed on pallets. All materials will be lifted cleanly upwards without 

dragging and causing harm to any reptiles or amphibians potentially taking refuge 

underneath.  

 

2.2. Bats. 

 

2.2.1. No bat roosts have been identified in any of the buildings or trees on the site but 

Potential Roost Features have been identified in two trees, one willow tree that is to 

be felled and one oak tree that needs some tree surgery carrying out.  
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2.2.2. Prior to any demolition works commencing, all personnel will be briefed on the 

potential presence of bats within the existing buildings. Toolbox talks have been 

included at the end of this document to assist with this briefing. 

 

2.2.3. Demolition of the existing building will be undertaken with due care 

particularly below roof tiles. In the unlikely event of a bat being found, the bat will be 

covered to keep it safe and work will cease at that location. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd 

will be immediately contacted for further advice and the way forward. 

 

2.2.4. The willow tree has been assessed to have moderate potential for roosting bats 

despite no bats having been found in the tree during activity surveys.  

 

2.2.5. This tree will be soft felled and all sections of the tree that contain cracks, 

crevices or voids that may be used by roosting bats will be left on the ground for 24 

hours to enable any bats present to escape. 

 

2.2.6. At the end of the 24 hours, the sections of the tree will be chipped and disposed 

of in the normal way. 

 

2.2.7. In the unlikely event that  a bat is found, works must cease and Whitcher 

Wildlife Ltd contacted for further results.  

 

2.2.8. The amount of tree surgery works to the oak tree will be kept to a minimum and 

where possible broken branches will be retained to provide potential points of shelter 

for bats. 

 

2.2.9. What needs to be felled from this tree will be soft felled and all sections of the 

tree that contain cracks, crevices or voids that may be used by roosting bats will be 

left on the ground for 24 hours to enable any bats present to escape. 

 

2.2.10. At the end of the 24 hours, the sections of the tree will be chipped and 

disposed of in the normal way. 

 

2.2.11. In the unlikely event that  a bat is found, works must cease and Whitcher 

Wildlife Ltd contacted for further results. 
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2.3. Small Mammals. 

 

During the above precautions for amphibians and reptiles, any  small mammals, in 

particular hedgehogs, if found, will be relocated to an area of the site where they will 

remain unharmed and can escape to a safe location off site.  

 
2.4. Birds. 

 

2.4.1. Where possible, all vegetation clearance and initial site clearance will be 

carried out between September and February inclusive to avoid the nesting bird 

season. 

 

2.4.2.  Where it is necessary to undertake such works within the nesting bird season, a 

nesting bird survey will be carried out by a suitably experienced person immediately 

prior to the works being carried out. 

 

2.4.3. In the event that any active nests are found during that survey, a buffer zone 

will be demarcated around the nest and the nest will be left undisturbed until the 

young have fledged. The size of this buffer zone will be decided by the ecologist at 

the time.  

 

2.5. Habitats. 

 

2.5.1. There are a number of important trees on the site, in particular the mature oak 

close to the existing bungalow and the mature pine trees around the site after which 

the site is named. 

 

2.5.2. Protective Heras fencing will be erected around the root zones of these trees 

and no works must be carried out within that root protection zone. 

 

******************** 

 

Prepared by: 

Derek Whitcher, BSc, MCIEEM, MCMI Date: 20th October 2022. 

 

Checked by: 

Mitchel Greenhalgh BSc  Date: 20th October 2022. 



Identification: Great Crested Newts 

 

If newts are identified during works the following document can be used to identify whether the newts are 
likely to be Great Crested Newts. 
 
The newts should also be photographed and professional advice should be sought on the way forward. 

 
 
Great crested newts can grow up to 15cm in length. They are dark, nearly black in colour 
with a speckled belly which is distinctly orange in colour and with orange stripes across their 
toes. 
 

 

 
 
Great crested newts and other amphibians will often be found underneath refugia such as logs, 
stones and other rubbish on the ground. They will also often be found in railway ballast and in 
cable troughs. 
 

 

If great crested newts are identified during works, stop all works and contact Whitcher Wildlife Ltd directly on 01226 753271 or at info@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk 
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