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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Outline planning consent has been issued for the development of a site off Upper Hoyland 

Road in Barnsley. 

 

1.2. The original Extended Phase I Habitat Survey (now known as Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisals; PEA) of the site was carried out by the ecological consultancy Envirotech in 2021. 

For the baseline survey results refer to the ‘20211519’ PEA and badger report by Sian Comlay 

(2021). 

 

1.3. As part of a reserved matters application, Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council have 

requested the following: 

 

The development hereby approved shall be carried out in strict accordance with the 

mitigations/recommendations set out in section 7 of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal by 

Envirotech dated 17/09/2021. Prior to the commencement of development, precise details of 

the required mitigation measures shall be submitted and approved in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority. Thereafter development shall be constructed in accordance with the 

approved details. 

 

1.4. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd has been commissioned to prepare a document to satisfy the above 

requirement. A Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEcMP) has therefore been 

prepared to demonstrate what mitigation measures will be implemented and is a useable 

document for personnel managing the development. 

 

 

******************* 
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2. PRE-COMMENCEMENT AND SITE PREPARATION 

MEASURES. 

 

2.1. Protective fencing will be erected to demarcate the root protection zones of the adjacent 

woodland habitat and retained hedgerows.  

 

2.2. Where feasible, initial vegetation clearance and site clearance works will be carried out 

between September and February (inclusive) to avoid the nesting bird season. If it is necessary 

to undertake these works within the nesting bird season, which extends from March to August 

each year, then the clearance works will be immediately preceded by a nesting bird survey, 

carried out by a competent person. If any active nests are found, then a suitable buffer around 

them will be demarcated and will be left undisturbed until the young have fledged.  

 

2.3. Two disused badger holes were identified within the adjacent woodland to the east of the 

site (refer to PEA for locations). A further check will be undertaken prior to works commencing 

on site, to confirm if the sett is still disused. If the sett is found to be in use, a 30m buffer from 

the sett will be demarcated on the site, with no permitted entry without first discussing with an 

ecologist. An assessment will then be made if there will be a requirement to apply for a Natural 

England Licence to either disturb or exclude the badgers from the sett prior to works 

commencing. Appropriate recommendations will be provided by the ecologist dependant on 

the status of the badgers in the sett at that time.  

 

2.4. Any trees to be felled will first be inspected by an ecologist for bats to confirm the findings 

from the initial survey remain the same and that there is no potential for roosting bats. 

 

 

******************* 
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3. CONSTRUCTION PHASE MEASURES. 

 

3.1. Terrestrial Mammals. 

 

3.1.1. All works will take place during daylight hours. 

 

3.1.2. Any boundary fences or walls will incorporate gaps at their base to facilitate the passage 

of badgers and other mammals across the site. These will be provided in the form of 13cm x 

13cm gaps for other small fauna such as hedgehogs, and badgers are natural diggers so will 

expand on these if they want to utilise them.  

 

3.1.3 Any open excavations will either be securely covered overnight or an escape route will 

be implemented. Ramps will be provided for this purpose and when implemented will be at an 

angle no greater than 45 degrees to be functional.  

 

3.1.4. All excavations that are left open overnight will be checked for animals prior to the 

continuation of works or infilling.  

 

3.1.5. If any signs of brown hare are found, all site works will cease. Further ecological advice 

will be sought in order to provide further recommendations.  

 

3.2. Bats. 

 

3.2.1. A sensitive lighting scheme will be implemented to minimise light spill onto boundary 

vegetation.  

 

3.2.2. Integrated bat boxes such as Habibat Bat Box, similar to that shown below, will be 

incorporated into at least five housing plots. The integrated bat box will be fitted so that the 

entrance is at the bottom, these will be positioned at least 3m above ground level, away from 

any regular disturbance and not above windows or doors to prevent a build-up of droppings on 

the sills. 

 

3.2.3. Bats are very unlikely to use these if fitted horizontally or upside down and they will 

have to refitted should this happen. 
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3.3. Amphibians and Reptiles.  

 

3.3.1. The Toolbox Talks provided at the end of this report will be incorporated into the site 

induction pack. All personnel will be instructed that if any amphibians are found, they will be 

carefully moved by hand out of harm’s way, to boundary vegetation, before proceeding with 

the works. It should be noted that if amphibians are found on land, they should be released 

back onto land, not in water.  

 

3.3.2. All personal will be instructed that if any reptiles are found, they will be allowed to move 

away from the area on their own accord. If multiple or hibernating reptiles are found, works 

will cease, and advice will be sought from an ecologist.  

 

3.3.3. During the development, the creation of any piles of earth, materials and rubble will be 

avoided where possible. Any spoil or rubble will be removed immediately to skips, or on hard 

standing or short grass. These measures will discourage amphibians and reptiles from using the 

development area, as this will avoid the creation of refugia. Additionally, the storage of all 

loose materials will be palletised or similar, so they are off the ground whenever possible. 

 

 3.4. Nesting Birds.  

 

3.4.1. If any birds take advantage of the site during the construction phase and bird behaviour 

is noted that suggests that they could be nesting, no works will be carried out in the vicinity 

and advice shall be sought immediately from an ecologist.  

 

3.4.2. Five pairs of universal integrated swift boxes, similar to that shown below, will be 

incorporated into new builds in the gable end walls. These will be positioned at least 3m above 
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ground level, away from any regular disturbance and not above windows or doors to prevent a 

build-up of droppings on the sills.  

 

 
 

3.4.3. Birds are very unlikely to use these boxes if installed incorrectly, and they will have to 

be refitted if this happens.  

 

 

******************* 
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4. POST DEVELOPMENT MEASURES. 

 

4.1. The approved planting scheme will be implemented. This will include the planting of 

native wildflowers with pollinators in mind. 

 

4.2. Where possible, flowering lawn mixtures will be used on grass verges and areas of well 

used public space, such as the communal grassed areas in the proposed layout.   

 

4.3. The trees/shrubs plotted on the proposed layout will be planted to mitigate for the loss of 

the defunct hedgerow which is identified in the PEA. 

 

4.4. The proposed layout which includes the creation of open grassed areas close to the 

protected woodland will be adhered to secure basking opportunities for reptiles.  

 

 

******************* 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Saffron Shiels Date: 23rd July 2025. 

 

Checked by: 

Ruth Georgiou BSc MCIEEM. Date: 24th July 2025. 
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