DESIGN, ACCESS, PARKING AND HERITAGE STATEMENT ref RS-2
Introduction
This proposal relates to outbuildings which are attached to the main residence only. The outbuildings were built for commercial use to accommodate a Doctor’s surgery. The surgery closed in the late 1990’s and the buildings have remained dormant since. Consequently and by default the buildings are now classed as being residential due to them being attached to the main dwelling and being located within the curtilage of this main residence. 
Therefore, the proposal relates to a change of use to enable these outbuildings once again to be used commercially as they were originally intended ad purpose built for.

Design
This proposal is a change of use only and there will be no change to the external design of the outbuildings or to any of the preexisting perimeter walls or access points. There will be no extensions or additional elevation to the outbuildings.
The entire site, main residence and outbuildings have been subject to substantial renovations due to the age and a lack of maintenance over the last two years. Planning permission was previously sought and granted to replace and repair the various roofs, windows, doors and roof lights of the main residence outbuildings. Furthermore, permission has been sought and granted to maintain the trees and shrubbery within the front and rear gardens of the site. 
There will be no change to the existing internal design of the outbuildings.
Access 
The entire site already provides adequate access and egress points to the site from Victoria Road. There is a gated entrance/exit and tarmacked driveway for vehicles which leads to a detached garage, rear courtyard and the rear access point to the outbuildings with preexisting parking spaces. There is a separate gate and tarmacked footpath for pedestrians which leads directly to a front courtyard and the front access point of the outbuildings.
Parking Space
The entire site provides substantial opportunities for parking space. There is a detached double garage for two private residential use of the vehicles associated with the main residence. In the rear courtyard there is adequate parking and turning space for two vehicles. The driveway itself can provide undefined parking space for three vehicles. The proposal however creates the provision of a further two parking spaces at the front and within the curtilage of the main residence immediately as a vehicle enters the driveway. There is sufficient turning space within the existing driveway from these proposed additional spaces to prevent vehicles reversing out onto the main road. 
This proposal recognises the parking restrictions on Victoria Road and therefore wishes to highlight the close proximity to the town centre and a significant number of public parking spaces within a very short walking distance of the entire site. 


Heritage
Victoria Road comprises of a mixture of both commercial and residential properties.
The applicant of this proposal is the owner/occupier of the main residence and outbuildings and a member of the local community who acknowledges and respects that this site is located within a conservation area and cherishes the heritage of the area. The impact of this proposal is purposefully minimal.
The main residence and outbuildings had fallen into disrepair, and the applicant has already undertaken substantial renovation work over the last two years. The conservation officer was consulted on these renovations and the overall appearance has been maintained in keeping with the heritage of the building and surrounding area. This demonstrates their intention to respect and conserve the heritage of the locality. The overall appearance of the outbuildings will remain unchanged. The proposed additional parking spaces at the front of the property would only require a small bed of soil to be removed with impact to existing trees. The existing perimeter wall, trees and shrubbery will also prevent these proposed additional spaces from being fully visible from Victoria Road, ensuring that the overall appearance and heritage of the site is maintained.
Whilst this proposal is a technical change of use application, I wish to reiterate that the outbuildings were purpose built for commercial use. The surgery originally operated from within the main residence from the 1930’s until the outbuildings were subsequently built and used in the 1950’s. The buildings provided a vital service for the local community and the proposal seeks to once again provide a service to the local community.
