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1. INTRODUCTION. 
 

1.1. There are plans to develop an area of land at Hall Gardens in Brierley. The 

development will be the construction of thirty six dwellings.  

 

1.2. Condition 27 of the planning permission relates to ecology and states: 

 

Prior to commencement of development, full details of the Ecological Mitigation 

proposed on site, including a timetable for their implementation and details securing 

the long term management, shall be submitted to an approved in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority. This shall include retentiaon and enhancement of the existing 

hedgerow along the northern and north eastern boundary of the site. The development 

shall be implemented in accordance with the approved details.  

 

1.3. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd were therefore commissioned to prepare an Ecological 

Mitigation Plan document to satisfy that condition.  

 

1.4. Appendix I includes the development plan for the site.  

 

******************** 
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2. SITE DESCRIPTION. 

 

The survey area is a grazing field off Hall Gardens in Brierley and an area of land 

joined to the southeast of the field. The aerial photograph below shows the survey 

area.  

 

 

 

 

******************** 
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3. MITIGATION, ENHANCEMENT AND 

MAINTENANCE. 

 

3.1. The following includes detailed designs for the mitigation and enhancement 

measures recommended for the site. The purpose is to retain the ecological value of 

the site and to provide ecological enhancements in line with chapter 15 of the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 

3.2. The following mitigation and enhancement measures have been split to cover 

each area separately for ease of reading. 

 

3.3. Habitats/Landscaping. 

 

3.3.1. Existing vegetation to be retained on the site, including all  retained trees and 

the hedgerows along the north and northeast boundaries, will be protected during 

works by a tree protective barrier, secured to a scaffold tubing framework with 

fluorescent tape to the top rail. Laminated, waterproof A4 signs will be fixed to the 

fence posts at 10m intervals bearing the works ‘PROTECTED TREE ZONE – NO 

STORAGE OR OPERATIONS WITHIN FENCED AREA’. 

 

3.3.2. Tracking of machinery, storage of chemicals and building materials will not be 

permitted within the protected areas. Leaks or spills will be removed immediately, 

and the contaminated soil replaced. No bonfires shall be lit within 5m of any tree 

canopies or hedgerows. Any excavations beneath the tree canopies shall be carried out 

by hand. All works affecting trees within the development will be subject to BS 

5837:2012. 

 

3.3.3. The landscaping on the site will include use of native shrub and tree species 

suitable for use on a small urban site of this kind and to provide a food source and 

shelter for a variety of species. 

 

3.3.4. The native hedgerow along the northern and northeast boundaries will be 

retained and protected during the works. Any gaps within the hedge will be ‘Gapped 

Up’ with hedging plants at 5 plants per linear meter in a double staggered row. New 

native species hedging will also be planted along the southern boundary. The 

proposed species will be a mix to match the existing.  
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3.3.5. Trees will be planted in selected front gardens. Trees will also be planted along 

the site boundaries where possible to retain and enhance the ‘Green Edge’ to the 

development. Trees will be planted with an emphasis on planting suitable for wildlife.  

 

3.3.6. Trees will be planted as Heavy and Extra Heavy Standards, Small to medium 

sized trees will be planted in front gardens and where space allows also in rear 

gardens across the site and will include native species.  

 

3.4. Bats.  

 

3.4.1. A sensitive lighting plan will be developed for the site with minimal lighting 

throughout the site and no lights directed towards the site boundaries or adjacent 

habitats. 

 

3.4.2. Integrated bat boxes will be incorporated into the walls of the new dwellings 

built on the site. Four of these will be provided. The Habibat Bat Box will be used 

with a custom facing to match the wall construction of the houses. As shown below, 

these can be purchased with a brick, stone or unsurfaced (for rendering) facing. 

 

                                

 

3.4.3. The approximate locations of these are indicated by the red dots in the proposed 

site plan below. 

 

https://mediacdn.nhbs.com/jackets/jackets_orig/jpics/193477.png
http://www.habibat.co.uk/category/bat-boxes/habibat-001-bat-box-bespoke-facing
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3.4.4. The bat boxes will be installed in the external walls of the gable end, at least 5m 

above the ground, not directly above any windows or doors and away from any direct 

external lighting.  

 

3.5. Birds. 

 

3.5.1. Where possible all vegetation clearance and initial site clearance will be carried 

out between October and February inclusive to avoid the nesting bird season. 

 

3.5.2.  Where it is necessary to undertake such works within the nesting bird season, 

the ecologist will be commissioned to undertake a nesting bird survey a maximum of 

two days prior to the works being carried out of all areas to be affected. 

 

3.5.3. In the event that any active nests are found during that survey, a buffer zone 

will be demarcated around the nest and a report will be written up clearly showing the 
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nest locations and buffer zones. This will be presented to the developer and personnel 

on site who will be instructed not to carry out any works of any nature within the 

buffer zones. 

 

3.5.4. The active nests will be monitored until the ecologist confirms that the young 

have fledged and gives the go ahead for the area to be cleared.  

 

3.5.5. Six Vivaro Seville nest boxes, three with a 28mm 

entrance and three with a 32mm entrance will be placed on 

suitable trees around the site to provide nesting opportunities 

for a range of bird species. These will be installed at least 3m 

above the ground.  

 

 

3.5.6. The plan below shows the approximate locations for the six nest boxes.  
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3.6. Reptiles.  

  

3.6.1. Limited potential for reptiles was identified as the site is a large grazing field 

with little in the way of refugia and is bordered by residential properties on three 

sides. The area to the southeast is well used by people and dog walkers, which will 

deter reptiles.  

 

3.6.2. All personnel who will be involved in any site clearance works will be briefed 

on the potential presence of reptiles. A Toolbox talk document is provided at the end 

of this report. This will advise personnel how to identify reptiles and in the event that 

any are found during the works, they must be left to escape the area unharmed by 

their own means before the works proceed.  

 

3.6.3. In the unlikely event that high numbers (5+) of reptiles are found during the 

works the ecologist will be contacted and they will undertake a further impact 

assessment and advise how to proceed.  

 

3.7. Hedgehogs. 

 

3.7.1. Gaps suitable for the passage of hedgehogs, 15cm x 15cm, will be created in 

the bottom of the fence every 10m along the site boundaries with the exception of the 

southern boundary, to prevent hedgehogs accessing the busy road to the south. 

Additionally, at least one gap suitable for the passage of hedgehogs, 15cm x 15cm, 

will be created in the bottom of each garden boundary fence to allow hedgehogs 

passage around the site and into the gardens.  

 

3.7.2. All gates leading to residential gardens will also leave a minimum of a 15cm 

gap underneath to allow the passage of hedgehogs around the site. 

 

3.8. Mammals. 

 

3.8.1. For the duration of the development, all excavations open overnight will have a 

sloped side to allow animals that become trapped to escape. All pipe ends will be 

capped at the end of each shift to prevent animals from seeking refuge inside. 

 

3.8.2. In the event that site personnel identify any species within the development site 

at any stage of the development, works in that area of the site will cease and the site 

manager will be informed. Where necessary the site manager will contact the 
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ecologist to seek additional advice. Works will not re-commence until authorised by 

the ecologist. 

 

******************** 

 

Prepared by: 

Jenny Whitcher Roebuck, MCIEEM. Date: 14th June 2021. 

 

Checked by: 

Derek Whitcher. BSc, MCIEM, MCMI Date: 14th June 2021. 
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Appendix I. DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 


