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1. Summary 

1.1.1 The Ecological Design Strategy (EDS) was commissioned by the developer Jason 
Etherington on 4th March 2020. 

1.1.2 The EDS has been requested by Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council in order to 
address Conditions 10 (and 5 in part) of the planning approval for application no: 
2019/1098. Erection of 4 no. dwelling in two blocks at Chestnut Street, Grimethorpe 
S72 7LQ.  

1.1.1 A detailed scheme prescription is included in this EDS, which addresses the design 
and implementation of the ecological mitigation and biodiversity enhancement 
measures for the scheme.  The proposals include bird and bat box provision and 
measures to ensure the free movement of hedgehogs.   

 .   
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2. Introduction 

2.1.1 Middleton Bell Ecology were commissioned by the developer Jason Etherington on 4th 
March 2020 to provide an Ecological Design Strategy (EDS) for a development 
comprising the construction of four dwellings.  

2.1.2 The EDS has been requested by Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council in order to 
address Conditions 10 (and 5 in part) of the planning approval for application no: 
2019/1098. Erection of 4 no. dwelling in two blocks at Chestnut Street, Grimethorpe 
S72 7JZ.  

2.1.3 Condition 10 states that upon commencement of development, details of the ecological 
mitigation and biodiversity enhancement stipulated in the Ecological Report 
(MBE/ECO/2019/38/02) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority (LPA). Condition 5 states that upon commencement of 
development, a plan indicating the position, composition and size of boundary 
treatments to be erected shall be submitted and approved in writing by the LPA. 

2.1.4  The EDS is to include details of the following: 

a) Purpose and conservation objectives for the proposed works. 
b) Locations (shown on appropriate scale maps and plans) of specific make and 

model, or design, of bat and/or bird boxes to be installed integral to all new 
building. 

c) Timetable for implementation, demonstrating that works are aligned with the 
proposed phasing of development. 

d) Persons responsible for implementing works. 
e) Details of initial aftercare and long-term maintenance. 
f) Details of monitoring and remedial measures. 

 
2.1.5 The EDS should be implemented in accordance with the approved details and all 

ecological features should be retained in that manner thereafter.   

3. Purpose and Conservation Objectives          

3.1.1 The strategy is aimed at achieving the following: 

• To ensure the optimal benefits of biodiversity are achieved in line with the aims 
of NPPF Section 15. 

• Provide bat roost provision and to ensure correct location of these features on 
site to maximise the likelihood of use. 

• Provide nest boxes, suitable for use by house sparrows Passer domesticus. 

• Ensure the free movement of hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus throughout the 
site. 
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4. Review of Site Potential and Constraints 

Existing site  

4.1.1 An Ecological Appraisal of the site was conducted in November 20019 by Middleton 
Bell Ecology. Site habitats are considered to be of site level importance to nature 
conservation, whilst the site is unlikely to be of greater than site level importance to 
any faunal species group. 

Habitat assessment 

4.1.2 The application site is located off Chestnut Street in a somewhat rural location on the 
outskirts of the village of Grimethorpe approximately 7.5 kilometres east of Barnsley 
town centre. The site consists of approximately 0.10ha of land, with semi-natural 
habitats present on site comprising bramble scrub, bracken, tall ruderal vegetation and 
very small areas of poor semi improved grassland and introduced shrub.  The site has 
linkages with semi natural habitats and a Local Wildlife Site (see Figure 1).  

Figure 1.  Site, as indicated by red line boundary 
 

       

5. Detailed Scheme Prescription 

Bat roost provision 

5.1.1 The new development (two of the dwellings) will have a cavity bat box integrated at 

wall top height on the southeast and southwest elevations (see Figures 2 & 3).   The 
Habibat Bat Box is a large, solid box made of insulating concrete with an internal 
roost space, which can be incorporated into the fabric of a building as it is built. A 
variety of facings can be fitted to suit any existing brick, wood, stonework or 
rendered finish, rendering the box unobtrusive and aesthetically pleasing. The 
Habibat box is suitable for species which are most commonly found roosting in 
buildings in the UK including common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistellus. 
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Etherington) will advise the occupants regarding the annual cleaning of boxes.  No 
maintenance of bat boxes is required.  

Details of monitoring and remedial measures 

6.1.2 By implementing the prescription detailed in Section 5 of this EDS, the conservation 
objectives will be achieved. No monitoring is required 




