PLANNING CONSULTATION REPLY

	To:   Keiron Dunn

	Date: 16.02.2016

	From:   Edward Jowett

	Extn: 2557


APPLICATION:  Aldi Goldthorpe Regional Distribution Centre, Commercial Road, Goldthorpe Industrial Estate, Goldthorpe, Rotherham, S63 9BL.
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Summary of Proposals

Formation of 158 car parking spaces and associated infrastructure.
Site Appraisal

The site was visited by Edward Jowett, Tree Officer and the trees were briefly inspected.

The area where the new car park is proposed is open field and its construction will not impact on any trees. The proposed new access to the car park will require the removal of one tree from the newly planted avenue of trees which is situated alongside the main entrance and as such its replacement as part of the new proposed planting will be required.
The proposal does show that there will be some new landscaping however no detail has been provided at this stage. Screening will be required for the car parking area and as such a full landscaping scheme will be required detailing the new tree planting.
Note: Assessments of tree condition and safety are based on a simple visual inspection from ground level. Comments should not be taken as a definitive assessment of tree health, as this should be carried out by a suitably qualified arboriculturalist, possibly including a high level inspection. The applicant should be reminded of the owner's legal responsibilities to ensure that trees are regularly inspected and maintained in a safe condition.

Recommendations

APPROVE: 
a) Submit landscaping details
No development shall take place until there has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, full details of both hard and soft landscaping works, including details of the species, positions and planted heights of proposed trees and shrubs; together with details of the position and condition of any existing trees and hedgerows to be retained.  The approved hard landscaping details shall be implemented prior to the occupation of the building(s).

Reason:  In the interests of the visual amenities of the locality.
