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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Quill Architecture Ltd, on behalf of their client, are putting together an
application for a change to residential use of an existing stable at Cooper Lane,
Hoylandswaine.

1.2. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd was therefore commissioned to carry out a daytime
inspection bat survey of the building on the site to establish whether there are any
issues that may affect the proposed works.

1.3. The bat daytime inspection survey was undertaken on 15% October 2013. That
survey identified low potential for roosting bats and therefore recommended a dusk
emergence survey be undertaken.

1.4. The dusk emergence survey was carried out on 28"™ April 2014.This report
outlines the findings of both surveys and makes appropriate recommendations.

1.5. Appendix I of this report provides background information with respect to bats
and the legal protection afforded to them.
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2. SURVEY METHODOLOGY

2.1. The buildings were thoroughly checked internally and externally for potential bat
roosting sites in line with L Hundt (2012). Bar Conservation Trust Good Practice
Guidelines by looking for the following signs:-

* Holes, cracks or crevices.
* Bat droppings.
* Prey remains.

* Staining on external walls.

2.2. Unless otherwise stated, all lofts were accessed and inspected using a high
powered torch and where necessary an endoscope.

2.3. A thorough external inspection was carried out from ground level for any géps or
openings in the roof and ridge tiles, behind soffits and fascias and in the walls of the
structure for suitable roost access points and field signs to indicate possible use by
bats.

2.4. All window cills, walls and the ground around the structure were checked for
signs of bat droppings or staining to indicate possible use by bats. Where necessary,
ladders were utilised to gain access within the limits of health and safety.

Any access constraints encountered are outlined within the following report.

2.5. All survey work was carried out in line with £ Hundt (2012). Bat Conservation
Trust Good Practice Guidelines.

2.6. This was followed by a dusk emergence survey.

2.7. The initial visual inspection survey was carried out by Michelle Nesbitt. Michelle
has recently become a Wildlife Consultant with Whitcher Wildlife but has 2-3 years
previous experience as an ecological consultant and of working in conservation.
Michelle holds Natural England Survey Licences in respect of bats and great crested
newts and a SNH Survey Licence in respect of bats. She also holds a degree in
Zoology (BSc), an MRes in Biodiversity and Conservation and has successfully
completed a number of courses run by CIEEM, BCT and FSC in the relevant
protected species and carrying out phase I habitat surveys. She is also a graduate
member of CIEEM.



2.8. The dusk emergence survey was undertaken by Derek Whitcher who has over
twenty year’s experience of surveying for wildlife and has run his own wildlife
consultancy since 1998. He has extensive experience of a wide variety of survey
techniques for a variety of species of protected wildlife supplemented by attendance
on a wide range of training courses through CIEEM, FSC and BCT. As a member of
CIEEM he is committed to continuous professional development, a continual process
of learning and career development, a condition of CIEEM membership. He holds
current Natural England survey licences for barn owl, bat, great crested newt and
white clawed crayfish.

el s sk ok ok ok ok ok e e sleok sk ok R



3. SURVEY RESULTS
3.1, Data Search Results

3.1.1, A request for data on bat records held by the South Yorkshire Bat Group within
1km of the survey area found numerous records, some of which may relate to roosts
in nearby buildings although this detail is not included in the records. No records are
specific to the survey area. A full list of bat records held by the South Yorkshire bat
group within 1km of the survey area can be found in Appendix II of this report.

3.1.2. A search of the Multi Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside
(MAGIC) website for designated sites within 2km of the survey found only Pye Flatts
Meadow SSSI located approximately 730m south east of the survey area.

3.1.3. A further data search has been requested from BBRC as required by the Local
Authority ecologist. The results inciude one bat record and that is of a Pipistrelle
flying over Pye Flats Meadow in 2013 and is not relevant to this site. The full results
are, provided in Appendix TII of this report.

3.2, Site Description
3.2.1. The site is located to the north of Hoylandswaine, South Yorkshire and is

surrounded by rural and agricuitural land at approximate central grid reference SE
267 057.
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Figure 1. OS map showing location of the survey area (red
outline). Image reproduced with permission of Ordnance Survey
and Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland.



3.2.2. The site consists of a large single storey free standing stable with a tarmac
access track. Grassland surrounds the site with boundary hedgerows, woodland and
tree lines associated with a small watercourse to the north in the wider surroundings.
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Figure 2. Aerial photograph showing the location of the stable off Cooper
Lane, Hoylandswaine.

3.2.3. The survey area comprises a large detached stable, as shown in the photograph
below.




3.3. Daytime Inspection Survey Results

3.3.1. The stable is a single storey building constructed of breezeblocks faced with
stone. The stone work is generally in good condition and well-pointed throughout the
exterior of the property, apart from a few missing stones underneath a window on the
northern elevation which may allow access to bats to the inside of the property.

3.3.2. One small area of missing pointing is present on the southern elevation of the
stable which may allow access to bats to behind the stone facing. The missing
pointing is approximately 1.5m off the ground and therefore is not ideal as a roost
access point for bats as it leaves them open to predation on entering and exiting any
roost.




3.3.3. There is no cavity as such between the breezeblocks and stones although the
non-uniform shape of the back of the stone creates small gaps between the stone and
breezeblocks as can be seen in the photograph below, taken from inside a doorway.

3.3.4. The building has a pitched slate roof with terracotta ridge tiles and parapets
with stone coping stones at the top of each gable end. The roof is generally in good
condition although there are a small number of slipped tiles and gaps under the ridge
tiles which may allow access to bats between the slates and roof lining. Flashing is
also present along each parapet wall at the gable ends. This is in good condition
providing no suitable roosting locations for bats.




3.3.5. Timber boxed soffits are present along both the northern and southern
elevations of the building. These are in good condition and sit flush to the stone work
apart from in one location at the west side of the southern elevation. Here the timber
is damaged leaving a gap into the timber boxed soffit.

3.3.6. A thorough search of the exterior of the building for bat droppings or other field
signs to suggest the presence of roosting bats identified only one small pipistrelle-like
dropping on a window frame on the southern elevation of the building. This dropping

was not found to be associated with any feature which could be utilized as a roost. No
other field signs to suggest the presence of roosting bats were identified.
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3.3.7. Internally, the stables are open to the roof timbers, the plastic sheeting roof
lining is visible and the breezeblock interior walls are exposed. The roof timbers are
relatively new and in good condition providing no suitable roost locations for bats and
the roof lining is intact throughout. The breezeblock walls appear well pointed
providing no cracks or crevices suitable for use by roosting bats.

3.3.8. A search of the interior of the building for bat droppings or other field signs
found no evidence to suggest the presence of roosting bats, although the entire interior
could not be searched for field signs due to a dividing wall preventing access.

3.4. Dusk Emergence Survey Results

3.4.1. A dusk emergence survey was carried out by two surveyors on the evening of
28" April 2014.

3.4.2. One surveyor holds a Natural England bat survey licence and the second
surveyor is an experienced surveyor.

3.4.3. Each surveyor was equipped with a Batbox Duet detector and a two way radio.
Two static Anabat recorders were also deployed to record bat activity for subsequent

computer analysis using Analook software.

3.4.4. The evening was overcast and still with a temperature of 13°C at 20:30.
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3.4.5. The two surveyors were positioned to be able to see all sides of the building
simultaneously. The aerial photograph below shows the position of the surveyors and
the Anabat recorders.

Surveyor 1, Anabat 1. 8

s

3.4.6. The following are the observations of the two surveyors.

Surveyor 1.

20:54. Distant bat heard not seen.

20:58. Pipistrelle 45 flew south to north along the hedgerow to the west of the
building.

21:00. Pipistrelle 45 flew north to south over the site.

21:04. Pipistrelle 45 flew south to north over the building.

21:06. Distant Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen behind the hedgerow.
21:12. Distant Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen behind the hedgerow.
21:16. Distant Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen behind the hedgerow.
21:20. Distant Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen behind the hedgerow.
21:24. Distant Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen behind the hedgerow.
21:37. Distant Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen behind the hedgerow.
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Surveyor 2.

20:57. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen.

20:58. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen.

21:01. Pipistrelle 45 flew south to north over the site.

21:16. Pipistrelie 45 flew south to north over the site.

21:23. Pipistrelle 45 flew over the site to the south.

21:27. Pipistrelle 45 foraging around trees to the north of the site.

3.4.7. The following bat activity was recorded on the Anabat recorders

¢ Anabat 1 recorded Pipistrelle 45 calls at 20:58, 21:00, 21:16 and 21:23.
¢ Anabat 2 recorded Pipistrelle 45 calls at 20:57 and 20:58.

3.4.8. No bats emerged from the building on the site.

e s s e s ot o e s e sk ok sk s ke ok o ok ok ok

13



4. EVALUATION OF FINDINGS

4.1. The building is generally well sealed providing few potential access points and
potential roost features for bats. The exterior stonework and tiled roof are generally
well sealed, flashing is in good condition and the timber boxed soffits are generally
well sealed and sit flush to the stonework. Internally the roof timbers are in good
condition providing no roost location at the joints and the breezeblock interior walls
appear well pointed providing no potential roost locations.

4.2. A small number of access points to potential roost locations are present.

- A small number of missing tiles and/or gaps under the ridge tiles may allow
access to potential roost locations between the roof tiles and roof lining.

- The timber boxed soffits are damaged in one location on the buildings
southern elevation, allowing access to bats into the soffit to a potential roost
location.

- A small area of missing pointing in the stonework on the southern elevation
may provide access to bats to gaps between the stone facing and breezeblock
walls. The gap is approximately 1.5m off the ground and therefore is not
ideal as a roost access point for bats as it leaves bats open to predation on
entering and exiting any roost.

- Missing stonework underneath a window on the northern elevation may
allow access to bats to the interior of the building to be used as a foul
weather foraging area, feeding perch or ‘night roost’.

4.3. The building is assessed as having low potential to support roosting bats given
that the building is generally well sealed with a small number of potential access
points to potential roost locations present.

4.4. No bat droppings, feeding remains or other field signs were identified in any
location to suggest the presence of roosting bats in or around the building, although
the entire interior of the building could not be searched due to access restrictions. A
single bat dropping was identified on an exterior window frame of the building. This
dropping was not associated with any potential roost features and is likely to have
been left by a bat foraging around the vicinity of the building.

4.5. The dusk emergence survey identified a low level of Pipistrelle 45 activity,

primarily along the hedgerow to the west of the building. No other species of bat was
present on or around d the site.
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1. No roosting bats were identified in the building and therefore, in line with the Bat
Conservation Trust’s Bat Surveys Good Practice Guidelines (2lld Edition), no further
surveys are recommended and there is no requirement for a Natural England licence
in connection with the proposed works.

5.2. Individual bais can seek temporary shelter almost anywhere and therefore it is
recommended that all personnel employed on the conversion works are vigilant and in
the unlikely event a bat is found during the works, the bat should be covered and
protected, work should cease at that location and the undersigned should be contacted
for further advice. |
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Prepared by:

Derek Whitcher. BS¢c, MCIEEM, MCMI. | Date: 9* May 2014.

Checked by:

Steven Whitcher, MCIEEM. - Date: 9™ May 2014. ]
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Appendix I. BAT INFORMATION

It is necessary to understand a little about bats, their basic nature, ecology and legal
protection in order to evaluate the findings of this report. i

Over 15 species of bat have been recorded in Britain. These fall into two families, the

horseshoe bats and the ‘ordinary bats’. They are extremely difficult to identify in the
hand and even more so in flight.

All appear to be diminishing in numbers, probably due to shortage of food, caused by
pesticides, as insects are their sole diet, and habitat change.

As their diet consists solely of insects, bats hibernate during the winter when their
food source is at its most scarce. They will spend the winter in hollow trees, caves,
mines and the roofs of buildings.

Certain species, particularly the pipistrelle (the commonest and most widespread
British bat) can quickly adapt to man made structures and will readily use these to
roost and to rear their young.

Bats are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, The Habitats
Regulations 1994 and the Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000.

It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or capture or disturb bats or to
damage, destroy or obstruct access to any piace used by bats for shelter or protection.

A breeding or resting site of any bat is known as a bat roost. A bat roost is therefore
any structure a bat uses for shelter or protection. Because bats tend to use the same
roosts each year, legal opinion is that the roost site is protected whether or not the bats
are present at that time.

Bat roosts can be identified by looking for:-

s Suitable holes, cracks and crevices.

* Bat droppings.

e Prey remains.

* By carrying out night observations using a bat detector.

‘Where development proposals are likely to affect a bat roost site, a licence is required
from Natural England.

The person applying for that licence has to be suitably qualified and experienced in

bat matiers. That person is then responsible for ensuring that the measures contained
in the licence are carried out.
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Appendix 1. DATA SEARCH RESULTS - SYBG.

Bat Conservation Trust
Partner Group

Sue Whitcher
Whitcher Wildiife ttd
Cliff Edge

Cliff Road

Darfield

Barnsley

573 9HR

4% October 2013

Project: 1km SE 267 057: Reference 131021
[ear Sue,

Further to your request, all grid squares around 1km of SE 267 057 were searched in the South Yarkshire
Bat Group Database. The records found from the search can be seen on the following page.

B Racoraw | | Grdhutarencs | Y dress s 1 D R | BT von vk | B Spenes S | Famber 2
Eric Bennatt 21/04/50 SE255052 Hoylandswaine Churth Church Indet +

SYBG/ Martin

Derbyshire Jun-11 SE2506 Cff naw road, hwaite, Panistonae, $36 7GE Unknown Unknown 82
Eric Bennan 02/09/08 $E261948 Hoytandswaine Junicr Schoci Scheal indat dr

i:::_: 30/08/2005 SE260058 Greenbottom Farm

Jarry Beorwh 01-Jun-%2 SE2704 Btacker Dam Piphtreiie

Jarry Brown 01-4un-82 SE2704 Blackear Dam Noctule P

gy Brown Oi-fun-82 SEX704 Blacker Dam Daubentong

Eric Bannett 11-Dct-83 SE2704 Biacker Dam Daubentons 1

Eric Bannett 11-Oct-54 SE2704 Blackar Dam Pipirtreile 1

Eric Bennety 25-fun-33 3E2706 South Lane Pipiztrelle 1




Appendix I11. DATA SEARCH RESULTS - BBRC.

Grid Ref
SE263048
SE205
SE267054
SE270055
SE272064
58273062
SE25HOSS
SE265047
SE271054
SE208
$E265061
SEQEHDE?
SER71054
5E261054
SE257055
SE274063
SE257057
SEISHOST
SEQST7057
SE158057
274062
SE2605
SEZ605
SE27M57
SE273057
SE272058
SE274056
SE273052
SEI5805%
SE271058
SE273058
SE270055
SE2605
SE272063
SE271054
SEITr054
SE£273054
SE271054
SEXG5047

Location

Hoplend Swamne

8710, Penstone

Hoyland Swaine

Hill Tap, Hoyland Swaine
Hill Top, Haylans Swiine
Hilt Tug, Hoyland Swaihe
'BARNSLEY MBC
Hoyland Swaine
*BARNSLEY MBC

BT0, Penhitone
Lawthorne arcs
‘BARNSLEY MBL"
"BARKSLEY MBC
*BARNSLEY MBC
‘BARNSLEY MBC!
'BARNSLEY MBC
'BARNSLEY MBC
'BARNSLEY MBC
'BARNSLEY MBC
'BARNSLEY MBC
‘BARNSLEY MBC
'BARNSLEY MEC
Hoyland Swaine
‘BARNSLEY MBC"
'BARNSLEY MBC

High Hoyland

HHl Tup, Hoyland Swaine
*BARNSLEY M3C
"BARNSLEY MBC'
'BARNSLEY MBC
‘BARNSLEY MBC
'BARNSLEY 33T

Guider Bottam

Locotion Nomu Date

Barnsley
Barnsloy

Cawthorne
Barnsley
Barnsley
Hoylandswain
Gadding Moor
Cawihoine
Hoylundswaum
Hoylandswaing
Hoylandswain
Hoytandswame
Cawthoire
Hoylandswain

Batnshry
Barnsley

$55! Field
Baenslay
Sdinsley
Barnslay
Barnsley

{ihdy and woodland to W and N of Sitkstor

'BARNSLEY MBC
"BARNSLEY MBC
‘BARNSLEY M3C
'BARKSLEY MBC'
Hoyland Swaine

Barmsey
Barnsley
Barnsley
Barnshey

Group

04/05/1995 00:00 bivd

01/04/1983 00:00 bird

Q5/35/1996 D0-00 bird

02/07/1993 00:00 bird

02/07/1993 00-00 blrd

02/07/1593 0000 bud

01/01/1996 0000 bied

05/05/15496 00:00 bird

01/01/1596 0000 bird

01/04/15989 Q000 bird

Q1/0112002 00:00 bird

01/01/8596 0000 birct

012111996 00:00 bd

01/01/1%55 D000 bird

71/02/1982 DO.0O Lo ey el mammal
11/05/1986 00:00 terrestrial mammal
16/04/1985 0000 tertestnat mammat
13/057 1986 0000 racrdstriagl mammat
16/04/ 5985 D000 terrestrial mammal
11/05/1986 0000 terresirial marnmal
11/05/1985 DO:DO terrestaiat mammal
27/03/1583 00:00 tesrestiiat manmal
01/04/2004 06:00 tefrestrial mammat
03/01/2996 00:00 bird
03/01/ 1996 00:00 bied

08/04/1996 0400 bird
27/10/199600:00 bid

01/01/1%96 00.00 brd

03/01/1%56 00-00 bird

05/01/1596 00:08 bird

01/01/5996 0000 bird

03/01/1996 $0:00 bird

13/05/1984 040:00. bird

26/05/2003 00:00 bird

01/01/1%96 00:00 bird

01/01/1996 0000 bird

01/01/E996 00:00 bird

01/01/1996 0G-00 burd

05/05/1996 00-00 bird

Scientific Nome
Vanaius venelbuy
Humenius arguats
Emberiza citrineli
Emberiza citrinelba
Emberiza crtrinetta
Emberiza citrinefa
Emberita citringly
Panset domestitiy
Passot dometicus
Passct montanus
Pass0t montanus
Passer mantanis
Passer mordanus
Passut menlanus
Lepus aurogeeus
Lepus cutDREUs
Lepus CUropacus
Lopus eurcpaeus
Leopus europacus
Lopud BUFDpEEUS
Lepun eiopacLsy
Erlnaceus EUIODdow
Lepus €Urcpacuy
Tusduy prlais
Turdus iltacuy
Falko tnnustcuhn,
Fako tinnunculus
Falco tinnuncuks
Fafco tinnuncuhs
Seolofds niticela
Scolopax rusticols
Columba ocnas
Uendrocapos muio:
Hirundo rusticd
Hirunda tastica
Dekchon urbica
Delction urbica
Paryy fRontanus
Turhn vadvotn

& Name  C

Lapwing

Curberw

Yelfowhammer  from hedge

Yellowhamemer

Yellowhanmmer

Yellowhdammu

Yellpwhammer  Indraduat sghtingy

House Sparrow 1 COttage garden

Housg Sparrow  Colony - daily leeders

Tree Sparcow

Tree Spanow

Tree Sparrow

Troe Spdiraw Daily feeders

Tree Sparrow

Brown Hare L feeding 31 dawn o ley

Brown Hare sitting in silage

Brown Hare Threo uguchng, o Mitting n dlige
Brown Harc Situng and croikhing incereals
Brown Hare Thrae croucing. one sitting in ulage
Brown Hare Sitting and crouchung iInceresh
Brown Hare Siting n sitage

Hedgehog

Brown Hare

Fioidfare Yiinter betry Teoter

RArdwing Wintar herry fooder

Kestrel

Keytigl hovenng over pastute

Kestred

Kostret

Woodeack indinidua sightings

‘Wondcock individual sightings

Stock Dove 1 breeding palt

{esser Spaticd Woodpecher

Swallow repeatedly catching mosquitoes above 4 large puddle
Swallow Breeding colony

House Martin Breeding colony

Huyse Martin Brecding colony

Willow Tit 1-2 occasinal winter feeders
Mistle Thrush on lawn in garden




S£269054
SE261063
SE267054
SE261063
SE262062
$£261063
SE£273052
5£273053
SE266064
SE276054
SE274051
SE266047
53E255052
SE264052
SE26T056
SE273057
SE274055
SE2705

Hoyland Swaine

Wood Royd, Gadding Mooy
Hoyland Swaine

Wood Reyd, Gadding Moo
Wood Royd, Gadding Moo
Wood Royd, Gadding Meoor
'BARNSLEY MEBCT
'"BARNSLEY MBC
'BARNSLEY MBC'

SHkstone

'BARNSLEY MBC
Hoylandswaine
Hoylandswaing

‘BARNSLEY MBC
'BARNSLEY MBC'
'BARNSLEY MRC'
'BARNSLEY MB3C*

Pye Flats Meadow

meadow nedr i
Barnslay
Barnsley

Whin Moor
Whin Moor
AG2R
Hoylandswaing
Hoylandswamnc
Hoylandswiaine
Hoytand

Whin Moor
Pye Flatts 5851

05/05/1596 0000 bird
19/06/15%4 00:00 bird
0570571996 00:00 bird
19/06/1994 02:00 bird
19/06/1934 00:00 bid
15/06/1994 D0:00 bisd
14/06/2012 9&-00 bisd
01/01/1996 0000 bird
01/01/1996 00:00 bird
02/03/2043 00:00 bird
20/09/1987 000 tesresttial mammal
26/05/2012 0000 terrestrial mammal
21/04/1990 0000 teeresteial mammal
05/05/1996 00:00 terrastrial mammal
20/11/1986 00:00 terrestrial mammal
26/02/198% 00:00 terrestial mammal
05/05/1996 00:00 terrestrial mamimal
05/07/2013 00:00 terrestnal mammal

Phyfloscopus trochilus  Wilkow War bler

Phyltoscopus trochiluy  Witlow Warbler
Prunells modularis Bunnack
Prunells modularis Dunnuck
Sturnus vislgaris Starking
Carduelis carduedis Guoldfinch
Carduels conoabina  Linnet
Cardueln cannabing  Linnet
Pyrrhuls pyrrhuta Butfinch
Turdus viscivarus Mistle Thrush
Meles meles Badget

Melos meles Badger
Chiroptera Bats

Meles meles Badger
Meles moles Badger

Meles mules Badper

Meles metes Badger

from thick bedge by SF

from hodge

in thick hedge

tlose group in sheep pasture

in flower meadow grared by donkey

Individual sightings

indwvidual wghtings

in grass ley off Whin Lane {path).
tate;edge of track

badger - DOR

Latrines on edge of Lrack

1 on toad. Grass fields, 18560

Latsines in edge of sycomore shelter balt
Latrines on edge of track

Pipistreltus pipistretus 245 Khz Pripistredle  just one in fhght
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