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With regards to the installation of four small security camera’s at our property, Dean Head Farm, Dean Head Lane, Oxspring, Sheffield, S36 8YR.

On the night of Wednesday 30th November 2022 at 00:30 hrs a gang of men made entry into our home via the main door whilst myself, my wife and my 3 year old son lay asleep in bed together. The male intruders had cut open our emergency key safe (attached picture) and subsequently used the key to unlock the main door. 
  
I woke up as their torchlight lit up the landing.
Thankfully I managed to discourage them by shouting loudly. 
The police were notified of the incident. INCIDENT NO: SYP-20221201-0063

Myself and my young family were all in severe distress and utter shock following this traumatic experience. As one could imagine. Police advice on attending our property was for us to change/ upgrade our door locks, additional locks be added internally to the windows, additional outdoor lighting to increase visibility and the installation of security camera’s. We acted immediately as we were extremely frightened, unable to sleep, and my wife and baby are often home alone due to myself working regular night shifts. 

The property is located in a very remote location, rural, with no street lighting. The police informed us at the time of the incident that Crime rates were extremely high in the area. They proceeded to walk the external perimeters of the property and advised us on increased security measures, along with preventative safety going forward, as detailed. They also offered assistance to us, supportive of mental health. 

The proposed scope of works at Dean Head Farm are subtle improvements to the overall security of the existing property that have no impact on the building’s heritage or neighbouring properties – in our opinion. The installation offers increased protection against damage to the listed building, in turn prolonging its stance. The items that are requested for permission to be installed are sympathetic towards the property, in respect of there discreet and subtle size / colour. The items installed are also in line with the neighbouring listed properties, as they each have similar security equipment installed. The camera’s were strategically selected too to be as small and discreet as possible, hidden so not visible unless informed and installed professionally by a reputable company.
The security camera’s installed not only act as a deterrent but allow for myself to monitor the property whilst at work on regular night shifts to ensure that my wife and baby are safe. The camera’s also allow for the property to be secured whilst we are away on holiday, they dual feature as an audible alarm and also notify myself of any intrusion, which in turn would allow the neighbours to be notified of any criminal activity. They have been the primary factor in allowing my wife to settle once again in our home. 

As a further note of justification, I myself Robert Watkins, am that of a responsible, registered ‘Shotgun’ and ‘Firearms Licence Holder’ of 10 years. 
As a certificate holder, I endeavour to the ‘Firearms Security Handbook’. 
1.1 It is a condition of the issue of a firearm certificate that the firearms, shotguns along with ammunition to which the certificate relates must be stored securely at all times so as to prevent, so far as is reasonably practicable, access to the guns by unauthorised persons.  

2.12 As with any other valuable article, the security of firearms should be considered in layers:
· Perimeter - The protection of the surroundings etc. which are necessary for particular situations or risks. Exterior lighting, approaches overlooked etc;
· Shell - The protection of the surrounding structure (the building or part of a building) which contains the immediate or core layer for the firearms;
· Interior - Which secures the firearms directly.
2.13 In most circumstances, the shell and interior layers are likely to be all that need to be addressed. However, conditions which affect either the ability of the outer structure to provide a defensive level commensurate with the particular risks, or any constraints upon the occupier (e.g. High crime level, property style or type of construction, constraints in tenanted property, previously targeted etc.) may require adjustments to either layer.
2.18 Where the individual circumstances are such that additional security might be required due to factors such as:
· Repeat victimisation
· High-crime location
· Building regularly unoccupied,
· Substantial number of firearms on the premises

On discussion with South Yorkshire Police Firearms Licensing Department, with the above points being relative, they fully support additional security measures taken in a bid to prevent said firearms becoming a threat to the public if they were to land in the wrong hands.  
As a final note of complete honesty, it never crossed our thoughts that such installation would require a Listed Buildings Consent application. We apologise sincerely that this was not done prior to the installation. A genuine error on our part. 
