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1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 This Method Statement has been drawn up to assist Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council and the 

developer in overseeing the construction by Gleeson Homes of a footpath through the line of a mature hedge 
in order to gain access to a new Toddler’s Play Area. 

 

1.2 The document seeks to describe the site and existing vegetation, and list those items which are proposed for 
removal due to the proposal, those which need to be removed for arboricultural reasons and those which are 
to remain. 

 
1.3 It describes the proposals for ensuring that the trees that are to remain would not be adversely affected by 

the work process and thrive thereafter. 
 
1.4 The development and timing of construction operations are described, together with materials which would 

be used in order to maximise tree protection. 
 
1.5 The document also includes a section of useful telephone numbers and addresses. 
 
1.6 This Statement will be included as part of the specification and schedule of works issued to the building 

contractor and will form part of the contract. The Statement will be available on site for inspection. 
 
 

2.0 EXISTING SITUATION  
 
2.1 The area of ground covered by this document lies along the eastern edge of an existing housing 

development at its interface with open ground that is proposed for a new phase of housing. 
 
2.2 Vegetation within this area comprises the following items (see photographs at end of text and Appendix A for 

full schedule): 
 

• A former field hedge (H1) that has been un-maintained for a considerable period of time and which 
has now developed into a line of individual Hawthorn and Elder trees with varying width of gaps 
between these 

• An area of recently-planted mixed species native tree and shrub planting on a low mound  

• Two semi-mature Birch trees close to the rear garden boundary of adjacent dwellings. 
 
2.3 All trees above 75mm girth within the first two items above are included within a Tree Preservation Order 

(no.5/2006). 
 
2.4 Ground levels fall slightly from the adjacent road kerb to the west of the hedge line by around 300-400mm at 

the centre line of the hedge and remain at this lower level within the area of ground to the east. 
 

3.0 TREES AFFECTED BY PROPOSED FOOTPATH 
 
3.1 One item is recommended for removal on arboricultural grounds: 
 

H1(j) Elder.  This is a poorly formed specimen leaning heavily to the east from the main hedge line with 
its crown touching the ground in places. Its removal is recommended whether or not any 
works are proposed. 

 
3.2 Two trees are proposed to be removed to enable the footpath to be constructed: 

  
H1(c) Hawthorn. This is a small suppressed specimen of little arboricultural value. Apart from the benefit to 

this proposal its removal would benefit the mature tree H1(b) to the north. 
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H1(d) Hawthorn. This is a twin-stemmed specimen that has formerly been coppiced to ground level. Two 
stems have regenerated, one vertical and one leaning heavily to the north. Its crown is 
somewhat misshapen and biased to the north. 

 
3.3 Removal of the above will create a gap wide enough to allow pedestrian access through to the play area 

whilst retaining the remainder of the hedge intact and providing two attractive specimens as end features to 
the hedge on either side of the path. 

   
 

4.0 TREE REMOVAL  
 
4.1 The first operation on the site will be the removal of the three trees thus scheduled.  
 
4.2 These works will be undertaken with care in order to avoid damage to adjacent specimens due for retention. 
 
 

5.0 REMEDIAL WORK 
 
5.1 When all the felling is completed, any necessary tree surgery will be carried out. 
 
5.2 This will principally involve only the general removal of deadwood from the crowns of trees and the removal 

of the lowest limbs (light crown lift to 2.5m) of the two trees on either side of the new gap in order to eliminate 
possible conflict with pedestrians.  

 
5.3 All work will comply with British Standard 3998 (1989). 
 
 

6.0 PROTECTIVE FENCING 
 
6.1 Prior to machinery entering the site for any building, levelling or site clearance purposes, all trees to be 

retained will be fenced off to either side of the proposed footpath in accordance with British Standard (BS) 
5837: 2012: clause 7.1 and 7.2 (see Appendix C). 

 
6.2 The fencing will be constructed with a framework of scaffolding poles driven 600mm into the ground, braced 

together and backstays will then be added at 3m centres. Onto this will be attached a continuous line of 
welded mesh panels.  Alternatively Ply or corrugated sheet metal panels may be used to be securely fixed to 
the frame with wire or scaffold clamps in accordance with BS 5837: 2012.   

 
6.3 Another specification of fencing described as acceptable within the BS (see Fig.3, Appendix A) is the use of 

welded mesh panels (‘Heras’ or similar) on rubber or concrete feet supported on the inner side by stabiliser 
struts on a base plate secured with ground pins (or on a block tray if sitting on retained hard surfacing). 

 
 

7.0 SITE INSPECTION  
 
7.1 After tree felling and remedial work to trees have been completed (and following erection of the protective 

fencing), the developer’s arboriculturist will visit the site. The reasons for this visit are firstly to check that the 
work to the trees is satisfactory, secondly to check the protective fencing, and thirdly to meet with the local 
authority’s tree officer to ensure that they are also satisfied. 

 
7.2 Any necessary amendments and improvements to the protective fencing agreed at this meeting will be 

undertaken following confirmation of the agreed changes in writing. 
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8.0 DEVELOPMENT PHASE 
 
8.1 After all the felling, pruning and fencing has satisfactorily been completed, the developer can commence the 

on-site preparation works and footpath construction can begin. 
 
8.2 During the development phase the developer’s arboriculturist will visit the site on a regular basis to check the 

protective fencing and make any recommendations on any maintenance required to it. 
 
8.3 The local authority’s tree officer will have reasonable access to the site to report any problem areas directly 

to the developer’s arboriculturist who will then visit the site and make recommendations to the developer on 
how best to rectify the situation. 

 
 

9.0 DEVELOPMENT NEAR TREES 
 
9.1 In the unlikely event that the tree protection fence needs to be moved during the course of the development, 

a meeting will be called, to which the local authority’s tree officer will be invited. This is in order to agree that 
the methods and new position of the tree protection fencing are adequate and meet with the local authority’s 
approval. 

 
9.2 Any other process which will require the movement of the protective fence line will require the presence of 

the developer’s arboriculturist and the local authority’s tree officer throughout the process. This work will 
therefore require to be carried out immediately following the removal of fencing (ideally within a single 
working day). 

 
9.3 The following procedures will be adopted where construction work is required within the canopy zone of any 

retained tree (‘protected zone’): 
 

9.3.1 Prior to any work commencing within protected zones the contractor and developer’s arboriculturist 
will meet on site to discuss appropriate procedures. 

 
9.3.2 Excavations within protected zones will be backfilled with subsoil and good quality topsoil as soon 

as possible to minimise root desiccation. 
 
 

10.0 SURFACE TREATMENT BENEATH TREE CANOPIES 
 
10.1 An important aspect of the construction method is that there will be minimal excavation of the existing 

surface. Existing ground vegetation will be killed using translocated herbicide and dead organic material 
removed down to a maximum of 50mm.  This is in line with APN12 (2007) (see Appendix B). 

 
10.2 Over this surface a geogrid (e.g. TriAx TX geogrid TX160 by Tensar or similar) will be laid as a base 

reinforcement layer over the whole of the footpath area where this passes beneath the crowns of adjacent 
trees.  This is intended to spread loads and minimise compaction of the root zone. 

 
10.3 A 225mm depth of sub base will be laid over the geogrid. This will consist of DoT reduced fines ‘Type 3’ 

granular sub-base as defined by the Specification for Highway Works.  Type 3 material includes crushed 
rock, crushed slag, crushed concrete and well-burnt, non-plastic shale (no fines) but excludes sand and fine 
gravel. 

 
10.4 The method of laying will be as the APN12 publication, the material being placed at one end of the site and 

pushed onto the grid so that any machinery will move on the spread sub base and not directly on the 
geogrid. 
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10.5 Footpath surface will be no-fines gravel laid to 50mm depth and rolled to a cross fall to allow dispersal  of 
surface water once the material has been compacted. 

 
10.6 Pressure-treated softwood timber edging will be used to provide containment for the sub base and gravel 

surface material. 
 
 

11.0 REMOVAL OF THE PROTECTIVE FENCING 
 
11.1 When the development is complete, all drainage and service runs are in place and the main site machinery 

has been removed, temporary protective fencing will be dismantled.  This must be done with great care and 
will need to be supervised to avoid heavy machinery being used. 

 
 

12.0 COMPLETION MEETING 
 
12.1 Upon completion of all the works specified above and procedures also specified, the developer’s 

arboriculturist will invite the local authority’s tree officer to meet on site to discuss the process and to agree 
on any remedial works required. 

 
 

13.0 USEFUL NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 
13.1 The developer – Gleeson Homes & Regeneration, Unit 6, Europa Court, Sheffield Business Park, 

SHEFFIELD   S9 1XE  
T: 0114 261 2900 

 
13.2 The developer’s landscape architect and arboriculturist – Rosetta Landscape Design, 1 Isis Court, Rosetta 

Way, YORK   YO26 5NA  
Tel: 01904 794 276 

 

 
 
mp/ROSETTA LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
 
27 Mar 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
projects/docs/2292-ams-27mar14 
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Photo 1: � 
View east from road showing, on left, twin-stemmed Hawthorn H(d) that it is proposed be 
removed to accommodate the new footpath.  Hawthorn H1(e), on right of view, would 
remain as end feature to southern part of hedge. 
 
Photo 2: 
View west towards road showing poor quality Elder H1(j) on extreme left and twin-stemmed 
Hawthorn H(d) centre right both of which are proposed to be removed. Hawthorns H1(e) in 
centre of view and H1(b) on extreme right would both remain as end features to the hedge. 
 � 
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APPENDIX A  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF VEGETATION 
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See drawing 2292/2 for location of items 
 

Item No. Species Height 
(m) 

DBH (cm) Comments 

H1(a) Hawthorn 4 15 Twin-stemmed (one main and one 
secondary) with dense rounded crown. 

(Note: A line of similar hedge plants 
extend northwards from this specimen at 
1.5-2m spacing.) 

H1(b) Hawthorn 4 10 Twin-stemmed from ground level; 
dense rounded crown. 

H1(c) Hawthorn 2 5 Suppressed specimen. 

H1(d) Hawthorn 4 10 Previously coppiced to ground level 
and two regenerating stems – one 
vertical and one leaning to north. 
Misshapen crown biased to north. 

H1(e) Hawthorn 4 15 Single stemmed tree with dense crown 
biased to south. 

H1(f) Hawthorn 2 5 Suppressed specimen.. 

H1(g) Hawthorn 4 10 Single stemmed tree with dense rounded 

crown. 
H1(h) Hawthorn 4 4x10 Multi-stemmed tree with dense rounded 

crown. 
H1(i) Hawthorn 4 15 Single stemmed tree with dense rounded 

crown. (Note: A line of similar hedge 
plants extend northwards from this 
specimen at 1.5-2m spacing.) 

H1(j) Elder 2 10 Partially collapsed; stem leans heavily 
to east and crown is touching ground 
in places. 

G2 Hornbeam, Beech, Cherry, 
Rowan, Field Maple, Ash, 
Willow, Whitebeam, 
Hawthorn, Blackthorn 

>8 >20 Area of recently-planted trees and 
shrubs on mound. Varying quality 
specimens but future potential as a 
group. 

T3 Silver Birch 12 30 Single stemmed tree with narrow 
delicate crown. 

T4 Silver Birch 10 25 Single stemmed tree with narrow 
delicate crown. 
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BS 5837:2012 (ABSTRACT) 
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AAIS PRACTICE NOTE  

APN 12:2007 












