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Design and Access Statement 

Teaching Space+ Additional Classrooms at Wentworth Castle for the Northern College 

1.0	 Introduction 
	 The statement relates to the proposed alterations to remove modern partitions to restore 

rooms within Cutler House at Wentworth Castle for the Northern College.  The proposed 
development is detailed in drawings and schedules prepared by Storah Architecture Ltd. 

	 The statement has been prepared to address the requirements of the The Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) (Amendment) Order 
2013 and considers the proposals in relation to the National Planing Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and local plan policies.  It should not be used for any other purpose. 

2.0	 Site Context 
	 Northern College is an adult residential college based at Wentworth Castle a grade I listed 

country house in parkland at Stainborough near Barnsley. 

	 Wentworth Castle is the former seat of the Earls of Strafford. It is sited in a landscaped 
parkland at Stainborough, near Barnsley.  It is a large building built in four distinct phases 
between 1670 and 1900. 

3.0	 Requirements of the Brief 
	 The College have a need for mid-sized teaching spaces which are currently under 

provided for, the proposal will provide these within Cutler House. The office space within 
Cutler house will then relocate to underutilised space elsewhere in upper floors of the 
building. 

	 The new classrooms are part of a strategy to concentrate teaching spaces in the core of 
the building to improve access for students. 

4.0	 Design 
	 It is proposed remove the later partitions and a server cabinet from the two spaces.  The 

rooms will be restored to their original volumes and finishes made good.   

	 A surface mounted service trunking will be provided immediately above the wooden 
panelled dado.  This will tae services for power and communications.  Lighting will be 
renewed, ceiling mounted with service ducting to avoid any damage to plaster ceilings. 
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Dear Lorem, 

Re: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt et 
labore et dolore magna aliquam. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure dolor 
in reprehend incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute 
irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia non ob ea soluad 
incom dereud facilis est er expedit distinct. Nam liber te conscient to factor tum poen 
legum odioque civiuda et tam. Neque pecun modut est neque nonor et imper ned libidig 
met, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed ut labore et dolore magna aliquam is nostrud 
exercitation ullam mmodo consequet. Duis aute in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu 
fugiat nulla pariatur.  
At vver eos et accusam dignissum qui blandit est praesent. Trenz pruca beynocguon 
doas nog apoply su trenz ucu hugh rasoluguon monugor or trenz ucugwo jag scannar.  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt et 
labore et dolore magna aliquam. Wa hava laasad trenzsa gwo producgs su IdfoBraid, yop 
quiel geg ba solaly rasponsubla rof trenzur sala ent dusgrubuguon. Offoctivo immoriatoly, 
hawrgaxeeis phat eit sakem eit vory gast te Plok peish ba useing phen roxas. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure dolor in reprehend incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Eslo idaffacgad gef trenz beynocguon quiel ba trenz Spraadshaag ent trenz 
dreek wirc procassidt program. Cak pwico vux bolug incluros all uf cak sirucor hawrgasi 
itoms alung gith cakiw nog pwicos. 
Plloaso mako nuto uf cakso dodtos anr koop a cupy uf cak vux noaw yerw phuno. Whag 
schengos, uf efed, quiel ba mada su otrenzr swipontgwook proudgs hus yag su ba 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard A Storah

storah architecture

Storah Architecture Ltd

RIBA   
Chartered 
Practice

Storah Architecture Ltd

46 Halifax Road T 01706 813214 
Todmorden mail@storah.com 
OL14 5QG www.storah.com

Directors:  
J. David Storah Arch. Tech. Cert. 
Richard A. Storah Dip. Arch. MA Cons. RIBA  AABC SCA  IHBC

Company Registered in  
England. No: 9547619

Chartered Architects : Historic Building Consultants

storah architecture

Storah Architecture Ltd



Design and Access Statement:  Teaching Space+, The Northern College. 

	 Floors have been checked for adequacy and to ensure that the partitions may be 
removed without impacting on the structure elsewhere. 

	 The server cabinet will be relocated to the connecting corridor between the two teaching 
spaces.  A second (matching) door will be added to the opposite end of the corridor to 
allow use as a cupboard. 

4.1	 Accessibility 
	 The first floor of Cutler house is directly accessible from the lift within the core of the 

building. Concentrating teaching spaces, within the core of the Castle reduces travel 
distances and improves accessibility. 

4.2	 Crime Prevention 
	 The proposals will have no impact on security. 

5.0	 Appearance 
	 The works will restore the rooms to their original volumes and retain all surviving original 

features, including decorated plasterwork, timber panelling and joinery. 

6.0	 The Context and Impact of the Proposals 
	 Returning rooms to their original volumes will enhance the significance of the spaces by 

allowing the full volumes and detailing to be viewed as originally intended. 

	 A matching door will be fitted to the link corridor. This is a discrete alteration which will not 
impaction the significance of the spaces. 

7.0	 Conclusion. 
	 The proposals respect the significance of the existing building, its detaining, and its 

historic features. 

	 There benefit in restoring the rooms to their original volumes.  The additional door to form 
the server cupboard within the link is a fully reversible alteration, which will not impact on 
significance.  The improved understanding of the rooms by the removal of the partitions 
offsets this minor harm.  

	 The proposals should be considered in the context of national guidance in the National 
Planning Policy Framework.  

	 Paragraph 203 of the NPPF states that ‘In determining applications, local planning 
authorities should take account of:  
a) the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and 

putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation;  
b) the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to sustainable 

communities including their economic vitality; and 
c)  the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character 

and distinctiveness. 
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	 The impact on the heritage asset (the listed building and curtilage) is minimal as has been 
demonstrated. There are benefits in the proposal in terms of improved aesthetics and 
improved understanding of the rooms. 

	 The proposal is considered acceptable in terms of the NPPF, as there is only minor harm 
is the fully reversible fitting of a cupboard door. There is no long term impact on the 
significance of the heritage assets (listed building and its curtilage). 

	 The proposals improve the viability of the College providing additional teaching spaces in 
the main building and improving accessibility.

	 The proposals are considered the proposals meet the requirements of the NPPF and 
Local Plan Policies. 

	 Prepared by 

	 Richard Storah 
	 For Storah Architecture Ltd.
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