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	17-08-2026

	Name
	Cllr Sam Burdett



	Consultation Assessment and Justification

	
Dear Case Officer,
I wish to submit a formal objection and representation regarding the proposed redevelopment of the former garage site at Longley Close, Barugh Green, S75 1PR.#
I note that planning permission has been sought in advance of a winning bid at auction.
1. Lack of Community Engagement and Notification
Residents of Longley Close, many of whom are elderly, disabled, or have significant health needs, were not given any meaningful notification or opportunity to engage prior to the decision to sell this site. The first indication that local residents received was the erection of an auction sign on 23 July 2026 advertising the site for sale on 25 August 2026.
There has been considerable concern amongst residents regarding the apparent absence of consultation by either Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council or Berneslai Homes. Given the impact this proposal could have on existing residents, the lack of communication has caused significant distress and uncertainty within the community.
2. Continuing Classification and Availability of the Site
The auction particulars refer to the land as a "former garage site". However, the garage plots remain listed as available on the Berneslai Homes website.
Residents submitted applications for a garage plots as recently as June 2026 and received notification that the application process could take up to six weeks. No notification has been received advising that the site was no longer operational or that my application had become invalid.
This raises questions regarding:
1. Whether the site had formally ceased operating as a garage facility before being marketed for sale.
1. Whether existing and prospective users were adequately informed.
1. Whether residents were given sufficient notice regarding the loss of the facility.
3. Loss of Parking and Impact on Residents
The garage site currently provides an important parking function within Longley Close. The loss of these spaces is likely to result in additional on-street parking within an already constrained residential area.
Residents are concerned about whether any compensation or mitigation arrangements are being considered for those who have incurred costs improving their plots and who may now lose access to those facilities.
4. Highway Safety and Emergency Access
There are serious concerns regarding the impact on highway safety and emergency vehicle access.
Longley Close regularly accommodates:
1. Ambulances;
1. Community healthcare vehicles;
1. Care workers;
1. Delivery vehicles.
The displacement of vehicles from the garage site onto surrounding roads would increase congestion and reduce available carriageway width. This could hinder emergency response times and create risks for vulnerable residents who rely upon timely access to emergency and healthcare services.
These concerns should be fully assessed through any future planning application and highway consultation.
5. Suitability of the Site for Residential Development
The auction particulars themselves acknowledge that:
"Careful design is required to ensure separation distances between surrounding dwellings are maintained and overlooking does not occur, which may restrict development to one dwelling only."
This statement highlights the constraints of the site.
Residents are concerned that:
1. The site is tightly enclosed by existing homes.
1. Residential amenity could be adversely affected through overlooking and loss of privacy.
1. Overdevelopment could occur if attempts are made to maximise housing numbers on the site.
1. The scale and character of any development may be out of keeping with the surrounding area.
I therefore request that these constraints be given substantial weight in any future planning assessment.
6. Loss of Grass Verges and Impact on Accessibility
The site boundary shown within the sale particulars appears to include grassed areas adjoining residential properties.
Residents are concerned that:
1. Existing grass verges may be removed.
1. Boundary fencing could be positioned extremely close to residents' front doors.
1. Mobility scooter users currently utilise parts of these areas.
1. Accessibility and manoeuvrability for disabled residents could be significantly reduced.
Particular consideration should be given to the Equality Act implications and the needs of residents with mobility difficulties.
7. Potential Use as an Access Route for Future Development
There was additional concern that the site could potentially be utilised as an access point associated with future housing development on adjacent land. Although I believe this has been addressed.
Any increase in vehicle movements through Longley Close would be wholly inappropriate given:
1. The layout and design of the close;
1. The number of elderly and vulnerable residents;
1. Existing pedestrian activity;
1. Highway safety concerns.
Residents strongly object to any proposal that would result in Longley Close becoming an access route for wider development.
Conclusion
In summary, I object to any development of this site until the significant concerns outlined above have been fully addressed.
I respectfully request that the Local Planning Authority gives full consideration to:
1. The lack of engagement with residents;
1. The loss of parking provision;
1. Highway and emergency access concerns;
1. Residential amenity impacts;
1. Accessibility issues affecting disabled residents;
1. The unsuitability of the site for intensive development;
1. The potential cumulative impacts of wider development in the area.
I ask that this representation be formally recorded and taken into account during the determination of any planning application relating to the site.
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