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PLANNING CONSULTATION RESPONSE
	Application No
	2026/0756

	Address
	28-30 High Street, Dodworth. S75 3RG

	Date of Consultation Reply 
	5th October 2026

	Name
	Councillors Betty Barnes/Melvyn Bird/Michael Naughton.



	Consultation Assessment and Justification

	
I wish to register objections from the three Ward Counsellors for Dodworth, Stainborough and Tankersley to the planning and licencing application for change of use from an Antique Shop to a Bar, application number 2026/0756, on the grounds as listed below and as a Dodworth resident.:

1. Health and safety concerns, this would be potentially hazardous as the occupants of the bar would spill straight on to High Street. People affected by the consumption of alcohol could be in danger of wavering and stumbling into the busy High Street. Should people congregate on the pavement outside of the bar this may cause a potential hazard for pedestrians, of whom most are elderly in this area, having to negotiate a way by.
1. The apparent lack of parking immediately to the front of the properties and the potential implications for parking and traffic in the surrounding area. To the rear of the property is an area where residents park considerately and should there be an increase in the number of parked cars then this may cause an issue for any emergency vehicles needing to attend the elderly in that vicinity.
1. The relationship of the site to the nearby pedestrian crossing and any associated highway or pedestrian-safety considerations.
1. The proximity of neighbouring residential properties, including accommodation occupied by older residents, and the potential effect on residential amenity.
1. Any implications arising from late-night activity, including noise, disturbance and policing or community-safety requirements.
1. The potential effect on established neighbouring businesses, including any displacement or loss of existing trade and footfall.
1. The presence of a number of existing public houses and clubs in the neighbourhood, why is another one required, this could dilute trade amongst established businesses who are already struggling to stay open in some cases.
1. The proximity of the Polyfox Community Centre to the rear of the proposed venue and any potential interaction between the two uses.

There are also some land and property matters which, in my view, would benefit from clarification before any firm conclusions are reached. These include the ownership and permitted use of the Polyfox car park and adjoining council-owned land, together with the parcel of council-owned land to the rear that is accessed through a metal gate. I think it would be appropriate to establish whether the proposal relies in any way on access to, or use of, council-owned land and, if so, on what legal basis.

Similarly, the physical relationship between the Queen B premises and the adjoining property on Dodworth High Street should be confirmed, including the relevant property boundaries and any rights or permissions that may be material. I would avoid drawing conclusions about ownership, occupation or adverse possession until the title information and other relevant evidence have been checked.

Overall, our present view is that there are a number of material issues that warrant careful assessment. Subject to the planning officers’ assessment and verification of the points above, we have significant reservations about supporting the application in its current form. Any formal view should, of course, be based on the planning merits of the application and the verified evidence available.

Councillor Betty Barnes
Councillor Melvyn Bird
Councillor Michael Naughton
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