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1.0
INTRODUCTION

In endeavour to sustain and maintain sound management of the tree and woodland asset associated with the title site a general condition survey has been carried out 
The primary aims of the task are
· To assess the current condition of the existing woodland and individual trees to meet the audit requirements for the site
· Identify any and all arboricultural and tree management related matters that need address

2.0
LIMITATIONS

The details and conditions of the trees and general condition of other assets/aspects around the site are recorded as found during the period of the survey (3rd October 2018).

Changes to existing site conditions may influence the condition of individual tree specimens or groups of trees that, where as a result of common crown establishment, have a common interaction. 

While every effort has been made to detect defects, no guarantee can be given as to the absolute safety or otherwise of any individual tree or groups of trees where their crowns have an influencing factor. Trees are living organisms and are subject to influence by sudden changes in climatic conditions. 

The findings of this survey are valid for the current billing period.
The information contained within this report is for the sole use of Greenbelt Group Ltd, its officers and any agents approved by them, relative to the site in question. Any reference to the details of the survey by any third party is done so at their own risk.

3.0
METHODOLOGY
All individual trees have been inspected from ground level employing Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) techniques. 
Woodland areas inspected/assessed by pedestrian traverses around, across and through the compartments
No decay detection equipment was used

4.0
SITE DESCRIPTION
This woodland is that of Policy Planting in origin and sits to south end of the development wrapping around the entrance, car park for the flatted properties and the amenity grassland. On the north side of the entrance stand a group of broadleaf species including sycamore, ash, chestnut and beech that comprise the climax species with holly, laburnum, elder, privet and acuba forming a sound secondary layer. To the south side of the entrance sycamore is the dominant species with holly and a mixed shrub layer below. As the belt continues west and widens a more diverse mix of sycamore, ash, lime, beech and maple constitutes the climax canopy with birch, gean, hawthorn and willow providing the secondary species with some planted alder are along the north edge. Through this group are some conifers that include yew, spruce and pine providing some winter colour and along the west edge are alternating birch and London plane emerging through a privet hedge.
5.0
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
In the main tree health and condition continues to range fair to good with tw exceptions. 

These being a mature chestnut specimen to the north side of the entrance road and a mature ash tree just west of the chestnut.

The chestnut shows apical dieback with a fungal fruiting body evident just below the dead area. The fruiting body is difficult to identify given its position. It is suspected though that this is a secondary infection and that the dieback is result of Chestnut Bleeding Canker.

It will be necessary to reduce the crown to remove the dead upper crown and this should be extended to at least 1 m below the fruiting body tree.

The ash tree also has a fungal fruiting body in the upper crown of the northernmost co-dominant stem and displays some deadwood.

Again, the fruiting body is difficult to identify although it is suspected to be Shaggy bracket (Ininotus hispidus) – this being a major decay fungus that can and does render timber brittle and liable to snap at point of origin

The stem should be reduced to best sound union below the fruiting body and to maintain crown balance the co-dominant stem should be reduced to match 

 No evidence presented to suggest the presence of major decay fungi or significant mechanical/structural defects on any other tree. Other chestnut specimens continue to show symptoms of leaf minor – a fairly common disorder that causes discolouration and blotching of foliage late in the growing season but this is certainly less than in the previous year. This does not place the trees at risk of failure or in need of arboricutural works at this time – this will continue to be monitored.

Previously recommended works have been undertaken 
6.0       RECOMMENDATIONS
· Reduce the chestnut and ash specimens on the right side of the entrance road to at least 1m below the fruiting bodies
· Continue to monitor lopped/topped trees for recovery growth and consider advising neighbouring properties of folly of unauthorised tree works

· Continue to monitor chestnut trees for any increase in stem staining/exudation
Location plan as attached 
7.0
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