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1.5 Scope of Report 
 

This report will aim to: 
 

 Communicate the context of both the area and the proposed plans’ impact 
 Correctly identify the on-site habitat types and their extent 
 Quantify the biodiversity on site and determine whether the proposed works 

will result in a net loss, no net loss, or a net gain for biodiversity. 
 Make further recommendations to gain the required 10% minimum net gain 

for biodiversity. 
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2. Methodology 

This survey and report were completed by Mr. John Roberts, BSc (Hons), Ecologist 
from QuickBNG LTD, who is a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist. 

This report has been carried out in line with BS 8683:2021 - Process for designing 
and implementing biodiversity net gain, CIEEM Guidelines on Good practice 
principles for development (2016) and CIEEM A Practical Guide (2019). 

 
Survey of Baseline Habitats and Condition 

 
Baseline habitats are correctly identified from an onsite visit. The baseline also 
considers historic records for the site and the local area via a desktop study using 
satellite imagery, previous ecological reports, as well as government information from 
either magic maps or local authority records. Conditions of habitats and hedgerows 
are assessed using the scoring systems provided in Technical Annex 1 of the 
Biodiversity Metric 4.0 Condition Assessment Sheet. 

 
Calculations of Baseline Habitats 

 
Using Geographic Information Software, specifically QGIS, baseline habitats are 
measured using vector layer polygons. These measurements are then used in either 
the small or large Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool from DEFRA. Habitat 
conditions are also input into the calculator.  

 
Each habitat has a base score of 1, this is then multiplied by the size of the habitat 
area. The habitat is then multiplied by its habitat distinctiveness: 

 Very low – 0 
 Low – 2 
 Medium – 4 
 High – 6 
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The next multiplier is based on the habitat condition: 
 

 N/A- Other – 0 
 N/A- Condition Assessment – 1 
 Poor – 1 
 Moderate – 2 
 Good – 3 

 
 

Calculations of Post-development Habitats 
 

The calculation is informed by planning design, landscape plans, and proposed 
ecological mitigation. Plans are georeferenced into QGIS and are similarly measured 
by using vector layer polygons. These measurements are input into the Statutory 
Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool from DEFRA. A target condition will be assigned 
to each new habitat following the same scores as above. The calculator will generate 
a proposed time to hit this target condition and a difficulty score.
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3.4 Total Net Unit Change 

 
The Net Unit change for the habitats on-site is calculated at -2.32 units, which 
correlates to a loss of 49.48% in habitat biodiversity. Habitat trading rules are 
therefore not satisfied with the proposed habitats. No hedgerow/linear habitats or 
watercourse habitats were present onsite.
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4. Recommendations 

 
4.1 Onsite Requirements 

 
There is a tree due to be felled with a Bird nest hidden inside. This is the Holly Tree at the Northeast site 
corner, which is the intersection between Cross Street and Underwood Avenue, visible in photo 4. Do not fell 
this tree during the Bird breeding season, which Is March to September or you will likely kill the chicks. 

 
Vegetated gardens and hedgerow habitats 
 
Vegetated garden habitats require no strategy to create as this is a low value habitat. The proposed hedgerows 
would not affect BNG in any way as these are considered separately under “Linear/hedgerow habitats”, none of 
which were present in the baseline. 
 
Although it has no bearing on BNG requirements, we would recommend using a rich mixture of Native 
hedgerow species instead. Since this is a carehome, I have listed a number of suitable non-spikey/thorned 
native species here: Beech, Hornbeam, Field maple, Hazel, Dogwood, Wayfaring tree, Spindle, Wild privet, 
Honeysuckle, Common Ivy. 

 
 

Retained trees 
 
This is a revised version of the original plans which instead allows many of the existing trees to be retained. We 
recommend a 7 meter root protection area to be established to protect the existing trees from the building 
works. 
 
Proposed wildflower meadow 
 
This is a revised version of the original plans which includes an area of wildflower planting. This is considered 
as moderate condition Other Neutral Grassland. This can be done by planting the already proposed plant 
species, with limited mowing and interference. 
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4.2 Additional offsite requirements 
 
The onsite habitat creation has reduced the number of offsite credits that are needed, but they are still needed.  
 
The minimum required offsite BNG credits needed is 2.73 credits/units. 
0.08 units of this must be scrub or habitat with high/ or very high distinctiveness. 
1.27 units of this must be individual trees or habitat with high/ or very high distinctiveness. 
The remainder can be of anything. 

 
Your options for doing this are as follows: 
 
Option 1: Find a private landowner online who will plant the necessary habitats for you. The biggest companies 
for this are Environmentbank and BNGfinder. You should find a provider that has a site nearby, preferably in 
the same local authority boundary or “local character area,” otherwise the habitat units created offsite will be 
reduced. 
 
Option 2: Secure a piece of land that you own for 30 years to create and maintain new habitat. This must not 
be private garden and should be either within the same local authority or “local character area.” This is a long 
process and must be legally secured under a section 106 notice, correctly reported and maintained. However, if 
you already own suitable land, this is significantly cheaper. 
 
Option 3: This is the last option, which is only accepted if Offsite BNG cannot be found. This would be to 
purchase statutory credits from Natural England. 
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5. Appendices 

  
Appendix A: Baseline habitat map 
 
Appendix B: Proposed Site Plans 

Appendix C: Proposed habitat map 

Appendix D: Designated sites and 

priority habitats map 

Appendix E: Biodiversity Net Gain 

Relevant Policies 

Appendix F: References 

Appendix G: Site Photos



13 

Biodiversity Net Gain Report 
 

 

Appendix A: Baseline habitat map 
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Appendix B: Proposed Site Plans 
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Appendix C: Proposed habitat map 
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Appendix D: Designated sites and priority habitats map 
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Land-based statutory designated sites and priority habitats found within 2km of the site 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest: Dearne Valley Wetlands ~1100 meters South. 

Local Nature Reserve: Worsborough Country park ~970 meters South. 

Priority Habitat Inventory - No main habitat but additional habitat exists has 14 instances, 
with the nearest ~1300 meters South. 

Woodpasture and Parkland BAP Priority Habitat has one instance ~1750 meters NWW. 

Priority Habitat Inventory - Traditional Orchards has two instances, with the nearest ~1230 
meters NWW. 

Priority Habitat Inventory - Deciduous Woodland has 103 instances, with the nearest ~180 
meters SSW. 

Ancient Woodland – Revised COMPLETED COUNTIES has 10 instances, with the nearest 
~330 meters SWW. 

Ancient Woodland has four instances, with the nearest ~1660 meters SE. 

Priority Habitat Inventory - Lowland Meadows has two instances with the nearest ~1800 
meters SW. 

Priority Habitat Inventory - Good quality semi-improved grassland (Non Priority) has eight 
instances, with the nearest ~1060 meters South. 
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Appendix E: Relevant Biodiversity Net Gain Relevant Policies 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

While currently not a legal obligation, biodiversity and environmental net gains are 
mentioned in the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) within the following 
paragraphs (please refer to the NPPF for the full quotations): 

 
Achieving sustainable development 

 
Paragraph 8 Section C. “an environmental objective – to protect and enhance our 
natural, built and historic environment; including making effective use of land, improving 
biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and 
mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low carbon economy.” 

 
Preparing and reviewing plans 

 
Paragraph 32. “Local plans and spatial development strategies should be informed 
throughout their preparation by a sustainability appraisal that meets the relevant legal 
requirements. This should demonstrate how the plan has addressed relevant economic, 
social and environmental objectives (including opportunities for net gains). Significant 
adverse impacts on these objectives should be avoided and, wherever possible, 
alternative options which reduce or eliminate such impacts should be pursued. Where 
significant adverse impacts are unavoidable, suitable mitigation measures should be 
proposed (or, where this is not possible, compensatory measures should be considered).” 

Identifying land for homes 
 
Paragraph 73 section C. “consider the opportunities presented by existing or planned 
investment in infrastructure, the area’s economic potential and the scope for net 
environmental gains” 

 
Transport infrastructure: 

 
Paragraph 104. “Transport issues should be considered from the earliest stages of plan- 
making and development proposals, so that: 
d) the environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be identified assessed 
and taken into account – including appropriate opportunities for avoiding and mitigating any 
adverse effects, and for net environmental gains. 

Planning decisions: 
 
Paragraph 119 “Planning decisions and planning policy should a) encourage multiple 
benefits from both urban and rural land … and taking opportunities to achieve net 
environmental gains - such as developments that would enable new habitat creation.” 
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Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 
 
Paragraph 174 Section D. “minimising impacts on and providing net gains for 
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient 
to current and future pressures” 

Habitats and biodiversity 
 
Paragraph 179. “To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should: 

 
a) Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider 
ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated 
sites of importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them; 
and areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management, 
enhancement, restoration or creation; 

 
and b) promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, 
ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and 
pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity.” 

Paragraph 180. “When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should 
apply the following principles: 

 
a) if significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be avoided 

(through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, 
or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission should be refused; 

 
b) development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and which is 
likely to have an adverse effect on it (either individually or in combination with other 
developments), should not normally be permitted. The only exception is where the benefits 
of the development in the location proposed clearly outweigh both its likely impact on the 
features of the site that make it of special scientific interest, and any broader impacts on the 
national network of Sites of Special Scientific Interest; 

 
c) development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as 
ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are wholly 
exceptional reasons and a suitable compensation strategy exists; 

and d) development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity 
should be supported; while opportunities to improve biodiversity in and around 
developments should be integrated as part of their design, especially where this can secure 
measurable net gains for biodiversity or enhance public access to nature where this is 
appropriate.” 

 
Environmental Act 2021 

 
Part 6 on nature and biodiversity covers all areas of biodiversity net gain across two core 
sections. This Act mandates that all planning meets a minimum of a 10% gain in biodiversity 
calculated using the appropriate Metric and that the newly created habitats are secured for 
at least 30 years. 
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Appendix G: Site Photos 
Photo 1: Retained trees and cleared brash mounds. Surrounding pavements are council owned. 

 
Photo 2: Sycamore trees, Northeast site corner. 
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Photo 3: East side Sycamore and Holly trees. 

 
Photo 4: Holly Tree with Bird nest. 
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Photo 5: Sycamore trees, Northeast corner. 

 
Photo 6: Sycamore trees. 
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Photo 7: Sycamore trees 

 
Photo 8: Japanese Laurel, Sycamore trees, Northern site boundary. 
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Photo 9: Holly and medium sized Sycamore tree next to the Japanese Laurel. 

 
Photo 10: Holly, Northwest site corner. 
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Photo 11: Recently cleared site down to bare ground. 

 
Photo 12: Cleared site. 
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Photo 13: Bare ground overview. 

 
Photo 14: Western site boundary, cleared with small exceptions of Brambles. 
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Photo 15: Cleared site. 

 
Photo 16: Some of the cleared vegetation. 
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Photo 17: Cleared vegetation, mostly appears to be coniferous trees. 

 
Photo 18: Sparsely vegetated area post site clearance. 
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Photo 19: Southern site boundary, more of the vegetation remains on the South side. 

 
Photo 20: Sycamore trees. 
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Photo 21: Medium Sycamore and small Horse Chestnut trees, Southeastern site corner. 

 
Photo 22: Southeastern site corner, mostly Brambles. 
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Photo 23: Medium Small-leaved Lime tree and Brambles. 

 
Photo 24: Small Silver Birch tree. 
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Photo 25: Southwestern site corner, Brambles, nettles, Orchard grass and Dandelion. 

 
Photo 26: Closeup of a typical example of the cleared brash found onsite. 
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6.  Conditions of this report 
 
All reports from QuickBNG LTD continue to be owned by QuickBNG LTD after being 
commissioned. Reports will be invalid if edited in any way and must not be distributed to third 
party private individuals or privately owned entities without written permission from QuickBNG 
LTD. 
 
QuickBNG LTD provides a range of ecological consultancy services and Offsite BNG Units. 
No liability is accepted for the contents of this report. 
 
Upon booking our services we will list everything that we need from you as a client for us to 
provide our service, such as proposed plans, address, names, ect. After receiving everything, 
we will guarantee that our service is provided within an agreed time frame. This varies but it 
is typically within 7 days. 
 
If weather conditions directly prevent the provision of our ecological services from being 
outside of mandatory ecological guidelines, and the client is notified of this, then this 
agreement becomes void. 
 
If no site access is available upon the agreed upon survey date, QuickBNG LTD holds the 
right to charge the client(s) for lost time and travel costs. 

 
The latest good practice guidelines from Natural England or the relevant statutory 
conservation bodies will be followed by the surveyors on site. If those methodologies fail to 
identify a protected species during the survey efforts, no responsibility can be attributed to 
QuickBNG LTD. If any of the relevant guidelines are adapted between the date(s) of the 
surveys being undertaken and the submission of this report, then QuickBNG LTD takes no 
responsibility for this. 
 
This report is valid for 2 years starting from the survey date.  




