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Introduction 

This bat report, has been prepared to support the planning application number:  2019/0729  for Hilltop Farm, Green Moor, Sheffield S35 7DQ, for the change of use of an agricultural building. 

Legislation and Planning Policy 

All UK bat species and their roosts are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). All bats are also included in Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations), which defines "European protected species of animals" and are afforded further protection through the Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000. 

The combined legislation makes it illegal to: 
  Intentionally kill, injure or capture bats; 
  Deliberately disturb bats (whether in a roost or not); 
  Damage, destroy or obstruct access to bat roosts; 
  Possess or transport a bat or any part of a bat, unless acquired legally; and 
  Sell, barter or exchange bats, or parts of bats. 

As a signatory to the Bonn Convention (Agreement of Bats in Europe), the UK is also required to protect their habitats, requiring the identification and protection from damage or disturbance of important feeding areas. 

Furthermore, the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC Act) 2006, requires due consideration be given to biodiversity and its potential enhancement when considering proposed developments. Several bat species are listed as species of principal importance. 

Full consideration has also been given to section 5 of the recently adopted BMBC Supplementary Planning Document: Barn Conversions. 

Methods

The application is to change the use of an agricultural building at Hilltop Farm, Green Moor, to a 1 bed, 1 storey house. 

Following a full inspection of the building there are no physical signs of bats roosting in the building.

The building is in good order and the proposed works will not affect the external structure of the building.  


Conclusion

Following a full inspection of the building, no evidence of bat roosting was found. 

No changes will be made to the external structure of the building; therefore it is considered that the development proposals do not pose any direct risk to bat movements or roosting on the site. 

The following recommendations have been made and will be adhered to throughout the development:

· Construction workers should be provided with a working method statement and briefing by an ecologist prior to works commencing, to ensure that works are carried out sensitively. 

· If a roosting bat is discovered, a licensed bat ecologist will carefully move the bat to one of the bat boxes. 



