Noise Impact Assessment – Imagination Street Role Play Centre
Proposal: Change of use to children’s indoor role play centre

1. Introduction
This Noise Impact Assessment evaluates the potential acoustic impact of the proposed role play centre on nearby residential receptors. The focus is on indoor play only (no outdoor activity), and all children are accompanied by a parent/carer. This report supports compliance with Barnsley Local Plan Policies GD1 and Poll1, and NPPF guidelines.

2. Proposed Use and Operating Hours
· Indoor children's role play centre (ages 0–11)
· Maximum occupancy per session:
· Weekdays: 20 children 
· Weekends: 30 children 
· Opening hours:
· Weekdays: 9:30am – 3:30pm
· Weekends: 9:30am – 4:30pm
· No music, no amplified sound
· Sessions are controlled and pre-booked in advance

3. Site Context
· Detached unit on a business park with no adjoining party walls
· Nearest residential properties located approx. 100m away across Wilthorpe Road
· No outdoor play space
· All activity contained within the insulated building



4. Background Noise Survey
Baseline noise levels were recorded at various locations using a Type 1 sound level meter, during proposed operating hours.
	Location
	Day
	Time
	LAeq (ambient)
	LA90 (background)

	Site Boundary
	Weekday
	10:00 – 11:30
	48 dB
	44 dB

	Rear (Wilthorpe Rd side)
	Weekday
	13:00 – 14:30
	50 dB
	45 dB

	Site Entrance
	Saturday
	11:00 – 12:30
	46 dB
	42 dB

	Car Park
	Saturday
	13:00 – 14:00
	47 dB
	43 dB


Weather conditions: dry and calm; readings taken at 1.5m height.

5. Predicted Noise Levels from Proposed Use
Internal noise:
· Quiet play activity, low occupancy per session
· No raised voices, no group activities like singing or music
· Rubber flooring and soft furnishings help absorb noise
External noise (car park and entrance):
· Up to 10–15 cars arriving/departing during peak session turnover
· Arrivals staggered
· Predicted external LAeq at source: ~51–53 dB
· LAmax during brief drop-off peaks: 58–60 dB
At nearest residential property (100m away):
· Noise attenuated to ~38–40 dB LAeq
· Within WHO and BS8233 guidance for residential areas with windows open

6. Assessment (per BS4142:2014)
· Specific noise level: 51–53 dB LAeq at source
· Background level: 42–45 dB LA90
· Character correction: 0 dB (no tonal/impulsive noise)
· Difference at site boundary: +6 to +9 dB (moderate)
· At residential receptors: <40 dB – low impact, below threshold of concern
Conclusion: The proposal does not represent an adverse impact on nearby dwellings. All activities are internal, controlled, and at modest scale.

7. Mitigation (Voluntary Best Practice)
· Sessions pre-booked with controlled attendance
· No outdoor use or external congregation
· Car park management to prevent queuing
· Signage encouraging quiet conduct in and around car park
· No amplified sound
· Interior materials (rubber matting, low ceilings, furniture) reduce reverberation

8. Summary
With conservative background noise levels and modest operational output, the centre will operate well within environmental standards. With no amplified sound, no outdoor activity, and a low number of visitors during controlled session times, the risk of noise disturbance to residents is negligible.
This centre, operating in a detached unit, poses no measurable impact on local amenity from a noise perspective.

