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	 Repair of Long Gallery Ceiling 
	 The Northern College, Wentworth Castle, Stainborough 
	  
	 Options appraisal and Method Statement 

1.0	 Introduction 
	 Issues have been identified affecting the stability of the plasterwork to the ceiling of the 

Long Gallery, the principal room of the Baroque phase of Wentworth Castle (see photos 
below).  Whilst there is some longstanding cracking, recent checks and investigations 
have revealed the ceiling to be at risk of detachment.  This is an issue which has also 
been identified in other rooms of the same construction phase, where it has been found 
that the laths are fixed very close together allowing little key for the plaster to pass 
through to create ‘hooks’ mechanically binding the plaster to the supporting. Given the 
height of the room (over 10m), the risk of detaching plaster is both a safety concern and a 
risk to the historic fabric below. The library is currently closed for access to address safety 
concerns for users, but historic fabric remains at risk of loss. 

2.0	 Repair Options Considered 
	 Alternate repair options have been considered: 

1. Replastering/stabilisation - this is considered to be unaffordable as present.  The 
solution would be permanent, the extent of retention of historic fabric would depend 
on methods conservation methods employed.  This would either require loss of 
original fabric (stripping the ceiling and laths to allow like for like repair with a laths 
spaced more widely to provide a plaster key) or permanent intervention (fixing to pads 
to the rear of the ceiling).  Access would be difficult for a pad restraint system as the 
voids behind the ceilings taper into the walls with the curve of the ceiling.   

2. Plywood panelling - this solution has been applied as an emergency repair previously.  
It is considered unsightly and detrimental to the appearance  and significance of the 
space. 

3. Underdrawing with a matching fibrous plaster ’shell’ (on battens below existing) - this 
is considered a discrete intervention, the existing ceiling will remain in situ and be 
supported, allowing repair or reinstatement at a later date should costs or a change in 
repair methods allow. 

4. Netting - due to the curve and size of the ceiling within the Long Gallery the fixing of 
netting close enough to the ceilings to provide restraint or catch debris is not 
achievable. 

Continued… 
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Dear Lorem, 

Re: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt et 
labore et dolore magna aliquam. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure dolor 
in reprehend incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute 
irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia non ob ea soluad 
incom dereud facilis est er expedit distinct. Nam liber te conscient to factor tum poen 
legum odioque civiuda et tam. Neque pecun modut est neque nonor et imper ned libidig 
met, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed ut labore et dolore magna aliquam is nostrud 
exercitation ullam mmodo consequet. Duis aute in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu 
fugiat nulla pariatur.  
At vver eos et accusam dignissum qui blandit est praesent. Trenz pruca beynocguon 
doas nog apoply su trenz ucu hugh rasoluguon monugor or trenz ucugwo jag scannar.  
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, set eiusmod tempor incidunt et 
labore et dolore magna aliquam. Wa hava laasad trenzsa gwo producgs su IdfoBraid, yop 
quiel geg ba solaly rasponsubla rof trenzur sala ent dusgrubuguon. Offoctivo immoriatoly, 
hawrgaxeeis phat eit sakem eit vory gast te Plok peish ba useing phen roxas. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerc. Irure dolor in reprehend incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Eslo idaffacgad gef trenz beynocguon quiel ba trenz Spraadshaag ent trenz 
dreek wirc procassidt program. Cak pwico vux bolug incluros all uf cak sirucor hawrgasi 
itoms alung gith cakiw nog pwicos. 
Plloaso mako nuto uf cakso dodtos anr koop a cupy uf cak vux noaw yerw phuno. Whag 
schengos, uf efed, quiel ba mada su otrenzr swipontgwook proudgs hus yag su ba 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard A Storah
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Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

3.0	 Preferred Repair Options 

3.1	 The Long Gallery 
	 Option 3, underdrawing with a matching fibrous plaster ’shell’ is preferred, as this retains 

both the existing historic fabric and the appearance of the building.  Although the option 
presents a finished appearance, the existing ceiling will be restrained and protected 
allowing the restraint and repair or full restoration of the existing ceiling at a later date. 

3.2	 The Italian Stair 
	 Option 4, to net tight below the ceiling is preferred, as this retains both the existing 

historic fabric and the appearance of the building. The existing ceiling will be restrained 
and protected allowing the restraint and repair or full restoration of the existing ceiling at a 
later date. 

4.0	 Method statement and sequence of repair 

4.1 	 The Long Gallery 
	 Works are proposed as follows: 

1. Prior to the works, the Queen Anne 3 room ceiling below the Long Gallery is to be 
propped and stabilised to reduce risk of collapse.   

2. The floor of the Long Gallery is to be checked to ensure adequacy to support the 
required mobile scaffold. 

3. The remaining insulation is to be removed and the remainder of the ceiling is to be 
cleaned and checked from above. 

4. Ceiling structure to be checked for adequacy to support additional weight of shell 
structure. 

5. The fittings and the fireplaces etc. in the Long Gallery to be protected during the 
works. 

6. Scaffold is to be erected on spreader plates.  Scaffold is to bridge library pods. 
7. Further ceiling surveys are to be carried out once access is available.  Templates for 

fibrous plaster made. 
8. Ceiling stabilisation is to be carried out in 3m sections to the full width of gallery.  

Battens are to be installed, with stainless steel fixings through the existing ceiling to 
the existing ceiling and floor joists above.  Soft packing will be inserted as required, 
and a fibrous plaster (fibre reinforced gypsum) shell installed to match the ceiling 
profile.  The shell is to comprise around 270 sections, with flush scrim taped joints. 

9. Services including fire and smoke detectors are to be extended to the new ceiling 
surface below their existing positions. 

10. To the north and south bays, the shell is to be finished each side of the existing 
mouldings with a shadow gap to the run plaster mouldings.  There’s will remain 
visible, bur recessed.  The mouldings are to be checked with additional fixings 
provided if required. 

11. On completion the ceiling is to be redecorated to match the colour of the existing. 

Storah Architecture Ltd	 p.  of 	 	 20 November 2025 2 11
Job No. 23-023N



Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

4.2 	 The Italian Stair 
	 Works are proposed as follows: 

1. The floor and staircase are to be checked to ensure adequacy to support the required 
scaffold. 

2. Statuary will be protected. 
3. A fine gauge net will be fitted tight to the underside of the ceiling anchored to walls 

and the central ceiling boss. 

Report prepared by 

Richard A Storah 
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Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

	 Photographs 

	  
	 Key plan showing photo locations.  Area 3 is above crush hall. Area 5 is above the Italian 

Stair. 

	  
	 Interior looking north, showing previous plywood repair. 
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Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

	  
	 Interior of northern ante-space showing run moulded plaster detail at head of coffered 

ceiling section. 

	  
	 Area 1 showing lack of key and beetle damage 
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Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

	  
	 Area 1 showing lack of key and roll of coffered section. 

	  
	 Area 2: General view. 
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Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

	  
	 Area 2: Laths are close fixed with little key to the plaster. 

	 	  
	 Area 3: This section has been renewed in plasterboard previously. 
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Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

	  
	 Area 4 Showing a typical section of floor boards. 

	  
	 Area 4 Laths are close jointed with little plaster key. 

Storah Architecture Ltd	 p.  of 	 	 20 November 2025 8 11
Job No. 23-023N



Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

	  
	 The Italian Stair (Area 5 above) 

	  
	 The structure above the ceiling has been reinforced in the past. 
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Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

	  
	 Area 5, there is extensive beetle damage to localised timbers. 
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Method Statement: Urgent Ceiling Repairs, The Northern College, Wentworth Castle 

	  
	 Area 5 the extent of the plaster keys is varied.  There are areas of cracking. 

	  
	 Area 5, some areas are debonded.
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