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The site 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of the document 

This Design and Access statement has been prepared to support a full planning application that proposes an 
extension to one of the existing warehouse/factory buildings at Billington Structures Ltd site in Shafton, 
Barnsley. 

The statement seeks to establish the design principles for the extension which are appropriate to the site and 
the surrounding area based on national planning and design guidance.  

The document has the following functions and purpose:  

 To provide a description of the key issues, constraints and opportunities afforded by the site and 
their evaluation that has informed and led to the current form of development; and  

 To provide comprehensive information on the development in terms of layout, scale, amount, 
appearance and access.  

This statement should be read in conjunction with all submitted application materials supporting this 
application. 

The application site location is illustrated in the two plans below.   

 

Wider Site Location Map                        Image copyright Google Maps 2024 
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Localised Site Location in Surrounding Context                              Image copyright Google Maps 2024 

 

The above illustration shows the site and its surrounding context. Towards the western side of the site, there 
is a large medium-density residential area whilst to the south, north and east the site is predominantly 
bordered by open farmland. 
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2 ASSESSMENT OF THE SITE & CONTEXT 

2.1 Existing Site 

The application site (edged red on the below plan) currently consists principally of two main buildings, car 
parking and storage yards. As previously noted, the surrounding area is predominately residential areas and 
farmland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The entrance to the site is off Hodroyd Lane, near a small road of 4 residential properties, further out from 
the site, there is a well established road network with active bus services. 

Bus Stop  

Bus Stop  

The site 
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2.2 Current Use  

The site is currently in use by Billington Structures Ltd. They are a major regional steel supplier to the 
fabrication, engineering and manufacturing sectors specialising in the supply of profiled plates, bars and 
fittings. 

 

2.3 Design 

Due to a confirmed increase in workload for the company, Billington Structures Ltd required an extension to 
one of their warehouses in order to manufacture and process a larger range and size of steelwork. 

The existing land where the extension is proposed is currently serving as an external storage area as the 
images below illustrate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The proposed design of the extension is a case of function first and is intended to maximise the space 
available whilst establishing a more flexible approach to both the production of steel sections and the 
optimisation of vehicular access for the loading and transportation of the finished products. 
 
The proposed extension will create approximately 882m² GIA over a single floor. Vertically it will sit 
marginally higher than the existing warehouse at the ridge (circa 13.350m above floor level) and higher at 
the eaves to facilitate the size and shape of a new internal crane gantry required to move the steel through 
the processes in the warehouse. Through a use of a similar external materials palette to compliment the 
style and appearance of the original building, the extension will be a suitable addition that sits comfortably 
within its immediate surroundings. 

Extract below from the proposed elevations drawing submitted as part of the application 
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3 CONCLUSION 

This Design & Access Statement along with the accompanying application drawings and all other supporting 
information intends to demonstrate how the development proposals have carefully considered all aspects of 
the design process in respect of Use, Amount, Layout, Appearance, Access, and Landscaping, and which 
collectively aims to illustrate the thought process involved in the design. 
 
We believe the development proposals which this Design Statement describes will meet the need of a 
growing local business allowing them to expand and secure an increased order book for the future. The 
simple form of the extension echos the function first nature of the existing buildings and will harmonise with 
the built nature of the site as a whole. In doing this there is a coherent aesthetic developing within the site 
helping set the tone for future development whilst paying due regard to the surrounding landscape.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


