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To: Development Management FAO:     Hannah Andrew 

 
My Ref: 
 

2020/ENQ/00317 Your Ref: 2020/ENQ/00317 

Date: 17th June 2020 Enquiries to: Mr. P. James Ext:  
Subject:  Proposed Commercial Development (B1, B2, and B8 uses) 

Land at the former Houghton Main Colliery 
Little Houghton 
Barnsley 
 

 
Further to your consultation request of the 8th of June 2020 I have the following comments. 
 
The site is located within a coal mining high risk referral area due to the presence of former opencast coal 
sites, associated backfill and highwalls as well as abandoned mine entries located within and adjacent to 
the site. 
 
However, in principle it is considered that the site can be made suitable for the proposed development. 
 
The applicant should commission a Geo-environmental desk top study report to accompany the planning 
application. The study should make suitable recommendations for ground investigation, remediation 
and/or stabilisation to ensure the safe and sustainable development of the site in consideration of NPPF 
sections 178 a,b,c. 179 and 170 e & f. 
 
 
 
 
Principal Mining Engineer. 
 
 
 
 

 

PLACE DIRECTORATE 
South Yorkshire Mining Advisory Service 



Date: 7th March, 2008
Principal Mining Engineer
Bamsley Metropolitan Borough Council
PO Box 604
Bamsley 570 9FEEnquiriesto: Mr. I.Johnson

DialDirect: 01226 772690

My Ref: UIM46 1/6

YourRef:

White Young GreenEnvironmental Ltd.,
I,Arndale Court,
Headingley,
LEEDS.
LS6201

FOR THE ATTENSION OF ANNETTE LAVER

DearSir,

LITTLE HOUGHTON DEVELOPMENT

Further to your consultation requestof 4th March, 2008; pleasefind encloseda mineral report andplans
which outline the mining andgeological situation for the abovesite at Little Houghton.

I canalsoconfirm that an invoice will besubmitted in duecoursefor the agreedfee of five hours @ £45

perhour +VAT.

Yours faithfully,

\k~'M;";"g Engm=.
Ene.

Tel: (01226}772689
Fax: (0' 226) 772688
E·mall: symas@bamsley.gov.uk
Website: www.bomsley.gov.uk/symos

Rotherham_
~
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MINERAL REPORT

Date:

My Ref: 7th March,2008

CONFIDEt1f.~(61/6

HOUGHTONMAIN COLLIERYSITE.LITrLE HOUGHTON
P~OPOSEDREDEVELOPMENT

PROPOSALS It is intendedto developthe southernendof the disusedcolliery site. which
comprisespart of the former pit yard andrailway sidingscovering the area
edgedorangeon the accompanying112500scaleplan no. M46116A. The
clearedareaformed part of the former Houghton Main OpencastSite.

GEOLOGICAL
INFORMATION

Recordsindicate that the site lies on sandstone.shalesandmudstonesof the
Middle Coal MeasuresSerieswith the ShaftonCoal Seamoutcropping along
the westernboundary asindicated in red on the attachedplan no M46116B.

• The conjecturedsurfaceposition of a geological fault is shownto surfaceto
the south-eastof the site. with a small fault alsosurfacing through the south-
eastcornerof the site asshown in blue on the plan.

MINING
INFORMATION

Houghton Main Colliery Shaftsweresunk some730 m deepto the Thorncliffe
Coal, during 1922/1923.the colliery closed in August, 1993.

The threemineshaftsassociatedwith the colliery are thought to havebeen
filled an~cappedshortly afterwards.to British Coal specifications.

Recordsheld by SYMAS indicate that Shaft No.3 is filled-from a mid-shaft
plug insertedat 234.8 m, and it is likely that the two other deepshaftswere
similarly treated.

Shallow Mining

The ShaftonCoal Seamoutcropsalong the westernboundaryas indicated on
the attachedplan no M461/6B. Although thereareno recordedworkings in
this seamwithin the areaunderreview a mine adit wasdiscoveredin 1975as
indicatedon the plan no. M461/6M which would indicate that someextraction
of the ShaftonSeamhad takenplace.

Tel: (01226)772689
Fax: (01226)772688
E·mall: symOs@bamsley.gov.Uk
Website: www.bamsley.gov,\Jk/symas

1"_NSa.ww Rotherham -
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DeepMining

The areahasbeenaffectedby mining in eight seamsranging in depth from
the Meltonfield Coal Seamat 316 m down to the SilkstoneCoal Seamat 790
m.deep;subsidenceresulting at the surfacefrom theseworkings will have
beencompletefor over 20 years.

Theseworkings areshownon the attachedplan nos.M46116Dto M46116L.

OpencastCoal

The Houghton Main OpencastSite commencedin 1997to extract the Shafton
Coal Seambeneaththe site as indicatedon plan no. M46116C,with the
opencastsectionshownon plan no. M46l/6P.

The site wascompletedin 2000 with the opencastbackfill being compacted
during restorationto provide a developmentplatform.

The threedeepHoughton Main Shaftswere uncoveredandthe capsremoved
during the works. new capsbeing installed at the baseof the opencastvoid,
approximately II m deep,prior to backfilling.

MINESHAFfSI
ADITS

The recordsheld by SYMAS indicate that a mine adit to the ShaftonCoal
Seamwasdiscoveredin 1975.althoughthereareno detailsof how it was
treatedat that time it is likely that this featurewasexcavatedout during the
opencastoperations.

The Opencastcompletion plan indicatesthat a small areaof ShaftonCoal was
removedfrom the areaof the adit.

The known details of the shaftsandadit areas follows:

Houghton Main Shaft No. I

Diameter
ReinforcedConcretecap
Thickness
Level
Co-ords

4.7m
9mdia.
0.4 m
23.0m
E441949 N406031

HoughtonMain Shaft No.2

Diameter
ReinforcedConcretecap
Thickness
Level
Co-ords

4.7m
8.5 m dia.
O.5m
21.6 m
E 441921 N 406014
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Houghton Main Shaft No.3

Diameter
ReinforcedConcretecap
Thickness
Level
Co-ords

7m
10m dia.
0.5m
21.6 m
E441966.5 N 406100.5

Co-ords E 442056 N 405820

Thesefeaturesareshownon plan no M461/6M.

FORMER
LAND USE

The areawasassociatedwith the former Houghton Main Colliery and
associatedactivities. It is understoodthat all contaminationassociatedwith
theseactivities wasremediatedduring the opencastactivities.

The past industrial developmentis shownon the attachedplan nos. M461/6N
andM461/60.

FUGITIVE
MINE GASES

There areno known issuesof fugitive mine gasin the areahowever given the
presenceof the shallow mineworkings, mine entries,possibleuncharted
workings andopencastbackfill the possibility of fugitive mine gasescannot
be precluded.

It is thereforeconsideredprudent to carry out gasmonitoring prior to
developmentandduring any works on site especially in any deepexcavations
or confmedspaces.

METHANE
EXTRACfION

GreenparkEnergyapplied for planning permissionto extract Coal Mine
Methanefrom the former Houghton Main Colliery workings in 2005, with a
subsequentgenerationplant being installed to the north-west of the site.

The generationunit wasconnectedby an undergroundcableto a sub-station
which is locatedadjacentto the easternedgeof the site.

This cableruns along the south-westandsouth-eastboundaryof the site.

The generationunit andsub-stationare shownon plan no. M461/6M.

CONCLUSIONS AND 1.
RECOMMENDATIONS

The site is presentlystablefrom the deepmining subsidenceaspect
andwillremainsoin futureyears.

2. Therearetwo faults or other suchgeological disturbancesknown to
affect the areaconcernedtogetherwith somesmaller faults found in
the opencast. It is understoodthat somecoal was left in-situ due to
the stability of the 'high wall' along the line of the proposedroad.
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3. The three former operational mineshaftsfor Houghton Main Colliery
were filled andcappedsubsequentto the closureof the colliery in late
1993.

However theseshaftswereexcavatedduring the opencastoperations
andnew capsinstalled at the baseof the opencastvoid.

A mine adit discoveredin 1975is likely to havebeenexcavatedout
during the opencastoperations.

This shouldbecheckedwith UK Coal.

4. Following the opencastoperationsthe backfill wascompactedto
provide a developmentplatform for both industrial developmentand
theproposedA6195, Park Spring Road.

5. The possibilities of no building zonesalong the opencasthigh wall
andover disusedmine entries is consideredgoodbuilding practicesto
avoid differential settlement.

It is understoodfrom an adjacentdevelopmentthat UK Coal were to
imposeexclusion zonesover high walls andmine entrieswhich may
include areaswithin the site.

This shouldbecheckedwith UK Coal.

6. Thereareno known instancesof mine gasissuesin the area,however,
consideringthe possibleshallow mining, opencastbackfill, etc. the
possibility of fugitive mine gascannotbe ruled out.

It is thereforerecommendedthat the requisite monitoring procedures
arecarried out in any openexcavationsor confined spaces.

THIS REPORT IS BASED ON AND LIMITED TO THE RECORDS IN
THE POSSESSIONOF SYMAS AT THE TIME THE ENQUIRY IS
ANSWERED.

Copyright in this mineral stability report belongs to SYMAS. All rights
are reserved and unauthorised use is prohibited. Copyright is not
transferred to external parties by possessionof this report, however,
those for whom the report is compiled have the right to use it.

This reportwaspreparedby Ian Johnsonon 7th March, 2008.

P. James,
Principal Mining Engineer.
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E35220-2 Uttle Houghton, Desk Study

APPENDIXG

UK COAL COMPLETION PLAN DRAWING NO. 48/CP/1.
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