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Dear Kevin 

Green Road, Dodworth – Adit & shaft search 

Introduction 

Further to your instruction, we have completed the adit and shaft search at the above site. 

It is understood that consideration is being given to redevelopment of the site with two & three storey 

domestic dwellings, associated gardens, POS and adoptable roads and sewers; a site layout has 

been provided.  

It is further understood that no previous site investigation has been undertaken.   

Background 

In July 2011 the Coal Authority (CA) formalised their requirements in relation to planning applications 

and introduced some new terminology relating to coal mining development areas. 

The south, centre and far north of the site are located within a Coal Mining Development High-Risk 

Area (an area with specific mining legacy risks to the surface, including mine entries; shallow coal 

workings etc).  The remaining central portion is situated in a Low-Risk Area (within the defined 

coalfield, but no known defined risks have been recorded by the Coal Authority; there may still be 

unrecorded issues). 

Geological maps and a CA report suggest that numerous coal seams underlie the site, most notably: 

• Joan Coal outcropping in the north of the site 

• Flockton Thick Coal (about 0.6m thick), outcropping in south of the site 

• Top Fenton Coal (about 0.7m thick), c. 30m beneath the Flockton Thick 

• Parkgate, Silkstone & Whinmoor Coal all lie at greater depth (likely >70m) and are therefore not 

of concern. 

It should be noted that seam outcrops plotted on geological maps have been known to be 

inaccurate by distances in excess of 100m.  Approximate outcrops of the Joan and Flockton Thick 

coals are shown on Drawing 4273/6. 

Whilst some of the site lies within a Low-Risk Area, those areas of the site conjectured to be underlain 

by the Joan and Flockton Thick coals are shown to lie within High Risk Areas. 

Review of the CA’s interactive viewer (and their mining report) suggests there are known 

mineworkings within the Flockton Thick in the north of the site at shallow depth (c. 15m depth), and 

therefore an abandonment plan should be available.   
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Photo 1: The stacked sandstone cobble and reworked natural clay backfill cutting through the Flockton Thick coal seam.  

Large cobbles in the base of the pit as part of the former adit floor. 

 
Photo 2: The stacked sandstone cobble and reworked natural clay backfill cutting through the Flockton Thick coal seam with 

natural grey clay beneath the former adit floor. 

  












