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1. Introduction
This Design & Access Statement accompanies a retrospective Listed Building Consent application for the erection of a detached outdoor kitchen building within the garden of No. 3 Fieldhead Manor. The dwelling forms part of the Grade II listed Field Head Farmstead (List Entry 1192941). The purpose of this statement is to explain the design rationale, material choices, siting, and access considerations associated with the proposal.
2. Site Context
No. 3 Fieldhead Manor is located within a semi‑rural cluster of converted former farm buildings between Silkstone and Dodworth, immediately north of Silkstone Golf Club. The property occupies a corner position within an L‑shaped arrangement of listed buildings and benefits from a sizeable rear garden extending westwards towards the golf course boundary. The garden area contains established planting and screening which visually contains the proposed structure.
3. Design Principles
3.1 Scale and Form
The proposed outdoor kitchen building has a modest footprint of 3.3m x 5.0m and a maximum height of 3.5m. It is designed as a small, subordinate garden structure that does not compete with or dominate the listed building group. The building is positioned 1.9m away from the existing listed structure, ensuring it remains detached and visually separate.
3.2 Materials
To ensure full compatibility with the listed farmstead, the building uses traditional materials:
· Walls: Natural sandstone, coursed and dressed to match the existing farmstead masonry.
· Roof: Natural slate, consistent with the vernacular roofing materials used across Field Head Farm.
· Detailing: Timber elements finished in a traditional style.
These materials reinforce the established character of the site and avoid introducing incongruous modern finishes.
3.3 Appearance
The appearance reflects the agricultural vernacular of the listed farmstead, using simple, robust detailing and traditional proportions. The structure is intentionally understated to preserve the setting and character of the heritage asset.
4. Siting and Layout
The building is located within the northern part of the rear garden, set back from the listed building and screened by existing planting. The siting ensures:
· No interruption to key views of the historic L‑shaped farmstead.
· No impact on the legibility of the original agricultural layout.
· Minimal visibility from public vantage points.
5. Access
The outdoor kitchen is accessed directly from the private garden of No. 3. No changes are proposed to existing access arrangements, pathways, or circulation routes. The development does not affect access to neighbouring properties or shared areas.
6. Justification
The design is modest, sympathetic, and fully aligned with the material palette of the listed farmstead. The structure is detached, reversible, and visually contained within a screened garden area. The proposal supports the continued viable residential use of the property without harming the significance of the heritage asset.
7. Conclusion
The proposed outdoor kitchen building represents a carefully considered, proportionate addition to the garden of No. 3 Fieldhead Manor. Its scale, materials, and siting ensure that it conserves the character and setting of the Grade II listed farmstead. The proposal complies with Local Plan Policies HE1, HE3, D1 and the NPPF.


