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Dear Michael,

RE: SHORTWOOD AUTISM HOSPITAL, BARNSLEY. 
I refer to your recent e-mail regarding the above and in particular the relevant sub section (e) of condition no. 28 of the planning approval for the above i.e. the provision of a footway on Highroyd Lane and from access to site to connect to the existing network on the A619(5). Reason - In the interests of highway safety and the proper development of the site. 
It is not entirely clear from the description contained within the condition which section of highway the provision of a footway actually refers to. Highroyd Lane actually runs from Highroyd Farm to the north and does not connect with the A6195 and the most direct point of access to the site from the A6195 (The Dearne Valley Parkway) is the industrial estate road known as Shortwood Way. To actually comply with the condition to provide a footway along High Royd Lane would serve no useful purpose as the footway would not link the site with any other part of the footway / path network, public transport or any other local facilities. The construction of a footway along this route would also probably require third party land. 
In this respect I have spoken with the Section 278 Engineer Mr A Starkey at Barnsley Highways who is of the opinion that the footway is required along the eastern boundary of the industrial estate road namely Shortwood Way. 
The proposal to provide a footway along this boundary would, in my opinion, serve no useful purpose due to the following:

· Although the footway would connect with the Dearne Valley Parkway there are no footways on this major route therefore, the footway will encourage pedestrians to walk onto a busy derestricted section of class A highway which is against the general principles of highway safety and proper development. 
· The bus stop for the development is situated to the west of the site on Shortwood Court therefore; there will be no need for staff / visitors to the hospital to utilise a footway along the eastern boundary of Shortwood Way beyond its junction with Stockwith Lane. Given the light traffic movements on Shortwood Way it is envisaged that pedestrians will not have any difficulty crossing the highway to reach the footway on the opposite side of the estate road. 
· The footway along the frontage concerned should only be provided when this plot of land has been developed, as to construct a footway at this stage could only lead to abortive works being carried out particularly when a suitable access point has yet to be agreed for this part of the site. 
In conclusion the provision of a footway along either Shortwood Way or Highroyd Lane would serve no significant purpose, would be against general highway safety principles and could ultimately result in considerable abortive work. 
Yours sincerely

Paul A Howarth
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