
Planning Statement – Proposed Change of Use to Children’s Home 

Application Site 

The property is currently in lawful use as a dwellinghouse (Use Class C3). It is a standard residential 

property located within a residential area of Barnsley. 

Proposal 

The proposal is for the change of use of the property from a dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to a 

children’s residential care home (Use Class C2). 

• The home will provide accommodation and care for up to 3 children aged 7–17. 

• Care will be delivered by staff on a 24-hour basis, with typically 2 staff present at any one 

time. 

• The property will remain in use as a family-style residential home. 

• No external alterations or building works are proposed. 

Planning Considerations 

• The proposed use falls within Use Class C2 (Residential Institutions). This classification is 

well-established in planning case law for small children’s homes of this scale. 

• The character of the property will remain residential, with a level of occupation and activity 

similar to that of a large family household. 

• No industrial processes or machinery are involved. 

• The change of use will not materially affect the appearance of the building or the character 

of the surrounding area. 

Conclusion 

The proposed use constitutes a lawful change of use from C3 to C2. The property will continue to 

operate as a residential dwelling, with the primary difference being that care will be provided by 

staff. As no external changes are proposed and the intensity of use remains comparable to a family 

household, it is considered appropriate for a Certificate of Lawfulness to be granted. 

 


