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1. INTRODUCTION. 
 

1.1. Bellway Homes Ltd plan to develop part of the old Pensitone Grammar School 

site. The development area includes the old Fulford and Weirfield buildings on the 

site. 

 

1.2. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd has been commissioned to carry out a Phase I Habitat and 

Protected Fauna Survey of the site plus Bat and Great Crested Newt Surveys, to 

establish whether there are any issues that may affect the proposed works.  

 

1.3. The site surveys were carried out between 30th April and 12th July 2013. This 

report outlines the findings of those surveys and makes appropriate recommendations.  

 

1.4. Appendices I and II of this report provide additional information on specific 

species and are designed to assist the reader to understand the contents of this report. 

 

******************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



4 
 

2. SURVEY METHODOLOGY. 
 

2.1. Prior to visiting the site the survey area was cross referenced to maps and aerial 

photographs to give a general idea of the habitats and potential issues within the area 

and to identify potential access and walking routes. 

 

2.2. The survey area and immediate surrounding area was thoroughly searched for 

evidence of badger (Meles meles) activity by looking for the following signs in line 

with Harris S, Cresswell P and Jefferies D (1989). Surveying Badgers. Mammal 

Society:- 

 * Badger setts. 

 * Badger latrines or dung pits. 

 * Badger snuffle holes and evidence of foraging. 

 * Badger paths. 

 * Badger prints in areas of soft mud. 

 * Badger hairs caught on fencing. 

 

2.3. The survey area was searched for watercourses and where found all watercourses 

within the survey area and for approximately 50m in each direction were thoroughly 

searched for evidence of water vole (Arvicola amphibius) activity by looking for the 

following signs, in line with Rob Strachan, Tom Moorhouse and Merryl Gelling 

(2011). Water Vole Handbook: Third Edition:- 

 * Water vole burrows. 

 * Water vole faeces and latrines. 

 * Water vole feeding stations. 

 * Water vole runs. 

 * Water vole prints in areas of soft mud. 

 * Water vole lawns. 

 * Predator field signs. 

 

2.4. The survey area was searched for watercourses and where found all watercourses 

within the survey area and for approximately 50m in each direction were thoroughly 

searched for evidence of otter (Lutra lutra) activity by looking for the following signs 

in line with the P Chanin (2003). Monitoring the Otter and Conserving Natura 2000 

Rivers: Monitoring Series No10 Guidelines:- 

* Otter prints in soft mud. 

* Otter spraints. 

* Otter Holts. 
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2.5. The survey area was searched for mature trees and derelict buildings and where 

found these were checked for potential bat roosting sites in line with L Hundt (2012). 

Bat Conservation Trust Good Practice Guidelines by looking for the following signs:- 

* Holes, cracks or crevices. 

* Bat Droppings. 

 

2.6. The land immediately adjacent to the survey area was assessed for bat roosting 

potential and bat foraging potential. Connective routes and flight lines were also 

assessed whilst on site and using maps of the area. 

 

2.7. The area within 500m of the survey site was cross referenced to maps to highlight 

all ponds close to the site. Where possible, all ponds identified were accessed using 

agreed access or public rights of way to assess the potential for great crested newts 

(Triturus cristatus) to be present. 

 

2.8. The survey area was searched for watercourses and waterbodies and where found 

all watercourses and waterbodies within the survey area and for approximately 50m in 

each direction were thoroughly searched for the presence of crayfish where safe to 

enter the water. The survey was carried out in accordance with the Conserving 

Natural 2000 Rivers Monitoring Series No 1, Protocol for Monitoring the White 

Clawed Crayfish.  

 

2.9. The survey area was assessed for the potential for reptiles and suitable reptile 

habitats. Where applicable the area was also searched for the presence of reptiles.  

 

2.10. All surveys were carried out in line with the Chartered Institute of Ecological 

and Environmental Management (CIEEM) survey standards and advice. 

 

2.11. The survey was undertaken by Derek Whitcher and colleagues from Whitcher 

Wildlife Ltd. Derek has over twenty years experience of surveying for wildlife and 

has run his own wildlife consultancy since 1998. He has extensive experience of a 

wide variety of survey techniques for a variety of species of protected wildlife 

supplemented by attendance on a wide range of training courses through CIEEM, 

FSC and BCT. As a member of CIEEM he is committed to continuous professional 

development, a continual process of learning and career development, a condition of 

CIEEM membership. He holds current Natural England survey licences for barn owl, 

bat, great crested newt and white clawed crayfish.  

 

******************** 
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3. SURVEY RESULTS. 
 

3.1. Data Search Results.  

 

3.1.1. A data search for existing bat roost records in the area around the site was 

submitted to South Yorkshire Bat Group. The full results are provided in Appendix 

IV of this report. 

 

3.1.2. The records include one record of a bat being trapped in part of the school in 

2008 but it does not indicate whether this is a part of the school included within this 

development site or whether it was within that part of the school already demolished. 

 

3.1.3. All other records apply to the area around the site, some to roosts and some to 

call outs to individual bats.  

 

3.1.4. The NBN Gateway website holds records of a variety of protected species 

within the surrounding 10km grid square but none relevant to the site. 

 

3.1.5. The MAGIC website shows no designated sites within 2km of the site. 

 

3.1.6. The Barnsley Records Centre provided one Natural Heritage Site in the area 

around the site. Scout Dyke Reservoir lies 900m from the site and is designated for its 

higher value aquatic, woodland and grassland communities and is also noted for its 

bat species. 

 

3.1.7. Barnsley Records Centre has provided an extensive list of species recorded 

within 1km of the site, some of which have been recorded on the site itself. None are 

protected species. 
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3.2. The Surveyed Area. 

 

The aerial photograph below shows the site and the immediate surrounding area. 
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3.3. Description of Habitats. 

 

3.3.1. Appendix III of this report contains annotated maps marked up with the varying 

habitats found on the site. The habitats on and adjacent to the site are:- 

 

 Semi Natural Broadleaved Woodland. 

 

A large area of broadleaved woodland occupies the eastern side of the site extending 

down to the adjacent Scout Dam. Tree species present include mature and immature 

beech (Fagus sylvatica), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), sycamore (Acer pseudoplantus), 

willow (Salix sp), alder (Alnus glutinosa), poplar (populus sp) with hawthorn 

(Crataegus monogyna), elder (Sambucus nigra), bramble (Rubus fruticosus), ivy 

(Hedera helix) and nettle (Urtica dioica) beneath. There are also large areas of 

boxleaf honeysuckle (lonicera nitida), which is spreading across the area and 

occasional rhododendron. 

 

 
 

 Scattered Scrub. 

 

The areas of previous gardens and grassland within the site and to the east of the 

buildings and areas of hard standing have long been neglected and are now over run 

with bramble (Rubus fruticosus). 
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 Parkland Scattered Trees 

 

There are two rows of mature beech trees, one at the western side of the site adjacent 

to the main road and the other forming a row across the hard standing area to the 

north of the main buildings. No bat roosting opportunities were identified in any of 

these trees viewed from the ground. 
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 Standing Water. 

 

There are two ponds within the site boundary. One is a plastic lined, rectangular pond 

covered with a thick layer of duckweed and containing an abundance of rubbish and 

the other a small ornamental pond that has been neglected and overgrown with 

bramble and contains an abundance of leaf litter and algae. 

 

 
 

 Amenity Grassland. 

 

Areas of amenity grassland around the temporary buildings are becoming neglected 

and overgrown. 

 

 



11 
 

 Fence. 

 

There are occasional fences around the site, predominantly metal security fences and 

hand rails with a post and rail fence along the eastern site boundary. 

 

 
 

 Wall. 

 

There are a number of dry stone walls around the site including the one shown below 

alongside the adjacent main road. 
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 Buildings. 

 

Three main buildings remain on the site and two temporary classrooms. These are 

dealt with in more detail later in the report. 

 

 
 

 Bare Ground. 

 

A large part of the site comprises tarmac hard standing areas. These are becoming 

neglected with grass and weeds growing through. 
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3.4. Description of Fauna. 

 

3.4.1. No badger setts or badger field signs were identified in the survey area. 

 

3.4.2. No watercourses that would provide habitat for water voles, otters or crayfish 

were identified in the survey area. There is a watercourse to the southeast of the site, 

the outflow from the reservoir. This is outside the site boundary and is stone and 

concrete lined. 

 

3.4.3. Two ponds, A and B, were identified on the site that may provide habitat for 

breeding amphibians. The location of the ponds is shown on the aerial map below. In 

addition, to the east of the site is a large artificial fishing lake, C, Scout Dam and to 

the southeast of the site a relatively new and stocked fishing pond, D, called Nether 

Mill Coarse Fishery, both within 500m of the site. 

 

 
 

 

Pond A. 

Pond C - Reservoir. 

Pond B. 
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3.4.3.1. Pond A is located towards the north of the site. The pond is shallow, lined, 

covered with a dense layer of duck weed and contains an abundance of brick rubble, 

tyres and junk. There is no marginal or emergent vegetation. 

 

 
 

Pond C, Scout Dam. 

Pond D, Nether Mill Coarse Fishery. 

The Site. 
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3.4.3.2. Pond B is a small ornamental pond located at the southeast corner of the site 

in the corner of a neglected lawn. The pond is shallow and lined with an abundance of 

duck weed and algae and leaf debris. 

  

 
 

3.4.3.3. Scout Dam is a large fishing lake with a dam at the southeastern end, located 

in woodland to the east of the survey area. 
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3.4.3.4. Pond D is the Nether Mill Coarse Fishery, a large water body created recently 

for the express purpose of coarse fishing. This is located to the southeast of the site. 

  

 
 

3.4.3.5. The following table shows the Habitat Suitability Index Scores for each of the 

ponds. This is a method of calculating the potential presence of great crested newts in 

a pond by awarding points against specified criteria. An explanation of the HSI 

criteria is included in Appendix V of this report. 

 

HSI  Pond A Pond B Pond C Pond D 

SI1 Location 1 1 1 1 

SI2 Pond Area 0.1 0.1 * 0.8 

SI3 Pond Drying 0.5 0.5 0.9 0.9 

SI4 Water Quality 0.01 0.33 0.33 0.33 

SI5 Shade 1 1 1 1 

SI6 Fowl 1 1 1 1 

SI7 Fish 1 1 0.01 0.01 

SI8 Ponds 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 

SI9 Terrestrial Habitat 1 1 1 1 

SI10 Macrophytes 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 

Total score  0.41 0.58 0.45 0.50 

Presence  Poor Below 

Average 

Poor Below 

Average 
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3.4.3.6. The results show that the potential presence of great crested newts in each of 

the ponds is poor for Pond A, Below Average for Pond B, Poor for Pond C and Below 

Average for Pond D.  

 

3.4.3.7. In addition, four torch surveys and four netting surveys were carried out in the 

two ponds on the site, Ponds A and B. The results are shown in the table below. 

 

Pond A 

Survey Date 30th April 3rd May 22nd May 13th June 

PM 
Weather Overcast Clear 

Bright 

and dry 

Overcast 

and dry 

Temp 10 12 15 14 

AM 
Weather N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Temp N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Surveyors 
Derek Steven Derek Derek 

Sheila - - Steven 

Bottle 

Traps 

Traps 0 0 0 0 

Netting 

 
0 0 

 
0 

 
0 

Torch Search 0 0 0 0 

Egg Search 0 0 0 0 

 

Pond B 

Survey Date 30th April 3rd May 22nd May 13th June 

PM 
Weather Overcast Clear 

Bright 

and dry 

Overcast 

and dry 

Temp 10 12 15 14 

AM 
Weather N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Temp N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Surveyors 
Derek Steven Derek Derek 

Sheila - - Steven 

Bottle 

Traps 

Traps 0 0 0 0 

Netting 

 
0 0 

 
0 

 
0 

Torch Search 0 0 0 0 

Egg Search 0 0 0 0 
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3.4.3.8. No amphibians were identified in either of the two ponds during any of the 

four presence/absence surveys. 

 

3.4.3.9. There is potential for roosting bats in the buildings on the site. The issue of 

the possible presence of bats in the building is dealt with later in this report. 

 

3.4.3.10. There is some potential for roosting bats in the trees within the woodland to 

the east of the site although these trees are along the site boundary with Scout Dam 

and will not be affected by the proposed development of the site. 

 

3.4.3.11. Occasional Rhododendron was identified within the woodland to the east of 

the site. No other alien, invasive plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 were identified on the site.  

 

3.4.3.12. The habitat on the site was assessed to be unsuitable for reptiles as there are 

large areas of hard standing and bare earth and the remainder of the site is heavily 

shaded. 

 

3.4.3.13. There are abundant opportunities for nesting birds in the buildings and the 

vegetation across the site. 
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3.5. Day Time Bat Survey Results. 

 

The aerial photograph below shows the buildings present on the site. Each building is 

dealt with separately below. 

 

 
 

3.5.1. Building A. 

 

3.5.1.1. Building A is the old Fulford block, a purpose built two storey stone school 

building. 

 

 

A 

E 

D 

C 

B 

F 
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3.5.1.2. The stone walls are all generally in good condition with few holes, cracks or 

crevices that would provide potential bat roosting opportunities. 

 

3.5.1.3. The roof of the building comprises a double pitch with a central flat area 

between, as can be seen in the photograph below. The roofs are generally in quite 

good condition but there are gaps beneath the ridge tiles, occasional displaced slates 

and areas of loose lead flashing that provide opportunities for small numbers of 

crevice loving bats.  

 

 
 

3.5.1.4. There are two long loft spaces, each running the entire length of the building 

under each ridge. The rooms below extend underneath the pitch and therefore the loft 

spaces above are quite low, as can be seen below. There is a felt layer beneath the 

roof slates that is generally in good condition. 
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3.5.1.5. A small number of very old and very dry brown long eared bat droppings 

were identified on the floor in the south eastern of the two loft spaces. No other bats 

or bat field signs were found. 

 

3.5.2. Building B. 

 

3.5.2.1. Building B is the old stables block, located on the northeastern end of 

Building A. The building is an old, L shaped, stone building built with stone walls 

and a pitched tiled roof.  
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3.5.2.2. The walls are well pointed and generally in good condition with no holes, 

cracks or crevices that would provide opportunities for roosting bats.  

 

3.5.2.3. The roof appears to have been replaced at some point in time and is now 

covered with tiles. These are generally in good condition although there are some that 

do not sit flat thus providing gaps beneath them and there is lead flashing around the 

valleys that may provide opportunities for a small number of crevice dwelling bats. 

 

3.5.2.4. The loft space is low and accessible only through a hole in the ceiling. A 

search identified no field signs to suggest the presence of roosting bats and the loft 

was assessed to be too small and unsuitable for roosting bats. 

 

3.5.3. Building C. 

 

3.5.3.1. Building C is a large stone building U shaped with two side wings. It is a two 

storey building although in the south western half of the building the loft space has 

been utilised with additional rooms. 

 

 
 

3.5.3.2. The walls of the building are of well pointed, coursed stone with no cracks 

crevices or open joints that would provide opportunities for roosting bats. 

 

3.5.3.3. The pitched roofs appear to have been replaced at some point in time and are 

covered with slate with a felt lining. These are all close fitting with no apparent 

opportunities for roosting bats. 
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3.5.3.4. The southwestern half of the building contains no loft space as there are 

rooms beneath the pitched roof. Within the north eastern end of the building there is a 

large loft space occupying half of the central section of the building and all of the 

north eastern wing, with an internal supporting brick wall with open arches. 

 

 
 

3.5.3.5. The loft is a large open space unobstructed by timber and with only a small 

number of timber cross beams. 

 

3.5.3.6. A small number of bat droppings were identified in the eastern corner of the 

loft beneath the ridge during the first loft inspection. A sample was collected and 

compared to library samples and these were clearly brown long eared bat droppings. 

During subsequent loft inspections no new droppings were found. 

 

3.5.4. Building D. 

 

3.5.4.1. Building D is a single storey classroom building with brick cavity walls and a 

flat felt roof. The walls are in good condition with no cracks or gaps that would 

provide opportunities for roosting bats. The windows were all boarded up and sealed.  

 

3.5.4.2. The flat felt roof is totally unsuitable for roosting bats. 

 

3.5.4.3. The weatherboard fascias around the building are all closely sealed providing 

no opportunities for roosting bats. 
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3.5.4.4. This building was assessed to be totally unsuitable for roosting bats. 

 

 
 

3.5.5. Building E. 

 

 
 

 

Building E is a pre-fabricated temporary class room building at on brick columns. The 

design and materials of the building make it totally unsuitable for roosting bats and no 

bat field signs were identified. 
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3.5.6. Building F. 

 

Building F is a relatively new, single storey boiler house with well pointed stone walls 

and a pitched and hipped slate roof. The building is new and very well sealed 

throughout with no opportunities for roosting bats. 

 

 
 

3.6. First Dusk Emergence Survey Results. 

 

3.6.1. Twelve surveyors carried out the initial dusk emergence surveys of the 

buildings on the evening of 13th June 2013. 

 

3.6.2. The surveyors were positioned around the buildings in order to be able to view 

all sides of the three main buildings simultaneously. The positions of the surveyors 

are shown on the aerial photograph below. Static Anabat recorders were distributed 

around the site to record bat activity for subsequent computer analysis are shown as 

“A” followed by the unit number and “C” is a video camera.  
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3.6.3. Surveyors 4 and 5 were positioned on the roof of Building A and the camera 

was positioned inside the loft of Building C where the bat droppings were found. 

 

3.6.4. All surveyors were equipped with a Batbox Duet detector and a two way radio 

for communication between surveyors. 

 

3.6.5. Seven of the surveyors hold current Natural England bat survey licences and the 

rest of the surveyors were experienced assistants. 

 

3.6.6. The evening was warm and overcast with a light breeze and a temperature of 

14⁰C at 22:00. 

 

3.6.7. The following are the observations of the surveyors. 

 

Surveyor 1. 

 

 22:19. Pipistrelle 45 passed west to east over Building A. 

 22:21. Pipistrelle 45 passed east to west over Building A. 

 22:44. Pipistrelle 45 passed east to west over Building A. 

 22:45. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over top of Building A. 

 22:55. Pipistrelle 45 passed east to west over Building A. 

 

 

1 + A7

2 

3 + A11

6 + A12

4 

5

8 + A6

12 + A2 11 + A4

10 + A9 

9 + A1 
7 + A10

C + A8

A5
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Surveyor 2. 

 

 22:00. Pipistrelle 45 passed west to east.  

22:06. Pipistrelle flew off the buildings. Thought to have emerged from 

Building A. (Not recorded by Surveyor 4 on the roof.) 

 22:12. Pipistrelle passed east to west. 

 22:13. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 22:20. Pipistrelle 45 from west, foraged overhead and away to east. 

 22:21. Bat foraging overhead, no echolocation call. 

 22:23. Pipistrelle 45 foraging overhead. 

 22:25. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over trees to the north. 

 22:26. Two Pipistrelle 45s passed west to east. 

 22:28. Two Pipistrelle 45s foraging overhead and over trees to north. 

22:30. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over trees north of buildings, continued 

throughout the survey until 23:00. 

 

Surveyor 3. 

 

 21:43. Blackbird entered under gutter. 

 21:45. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 22:04. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 22:05. Pipistrelle 45 emerged from Building B. 

 22:06. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 22:09. Bat seen foraging low down near ground until 22:20. 

 22:11. Pipistrelle 45 passed south to north. 

 22:23. Pipistrelle 45 foraging overhead until 22:31, left to the south. 

 22:35. Pipistrelle 45 passed over trees to the east. 

 22:37. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 22:39. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 22:44. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

22:46. Pipistrelle 45 foraging along north side of Building B until 22:48, left 

to the east. 

 22:51. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 22:53. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 

 

 

 



28 
 

Surveyor 4. 

 

Surveyor 4 saw and heard no bat activity on the western end of the roof of the 

Building A. 

 

Surveyor 5. 

 

 22:01. Bat briefly heard but not seen. 

 22:03. Pipistrelle 45s heard continuously foraging over Surveyors 8 and 11. 

 22:13. Pipistrelle 45 overhead and northeast towards Surveyor 3. 

 22:18. Pipistrelle 45 overhead and northeast towards Surveyor 3. 

 

Surveyor 6. 

 

 22:24. Heard distant Pipistrelle 45, not seen. 

 

Surveyor 7. 

 

22:03. Distant Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. Distant Pipistrelle 45 foraging 

activity all evening from the direction of Surveyor 8. 

 22:18. Pipistrelle 45 passed west to east. 

 22:24. Pipistrelle 45 passed west to east. 

 22:47. Bat heard not seen. 

 

Surveyor 8. 

 

 22:02. Pipistrelle 45 from the east and Surveyor 11 foraging overhead. 

22:03. Pipistrelle 45 foraging overhead and round to Surveyor 11. This 

activity continued throughout the evening. 

 22:07. Two Pipistrelle 45s foraging overhead. 

 22:21. Saw two bats but no echolocation call. 

 22:34. Two bats from Surveyor 11, overhead to north side of Building A. 

 22:36. Quiet bat plus Pipistrelle 45 foraging. 
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Surveyor 9. 

 

22:07. Pipistrelle 45 heard foraging, not seen. This continued throughout the 

survey. 

 22:40. Quiet bat heard not seen. 

 

Surveyor 10. 

 

22:07. Continuous Pipistrelle 45 foraging southeast of buildings until 22:20. 

 22:16. Pipistrelle 45 from the north and foraging overhead. 

 22:20. Quiet bat foraging overhead until 22:28. 

 22:26. Pipistrelle 45 passed from west to east. 

 22:29. Pipistrelle 45 foraging around the eastern end of the Building C. 

 22:30. Quiet bat foraging overhead until end of survey at 23:00. 

  

Surveyor 11. 

 

 21:57. Continuous Pipistrelle 45 foraging overhead all evening. 

 22:04. Two Pipistrelle 45s foraging overhead at the same time. 

 22:19. Three Pipistrelle 45s foraging at the same time. 

 22:28. Two Pipistrelle 45s foraging. 

 22:33. Silent bat passed towards Surveyor 12. 

 22:35. Silent bat passed towards Surveyor 8. 

 22:35. Pipistrelle 45s foraging again, continuous until 22:54. 

  

Surveyor 12. 

 

21:58 onwards, continual Pipistrelle 45 foraging overhead throughout the 

survey, between Surveyors 10 and 11. Dense tree cover close to the buildings 

made it impossible to see bats. 

 

3.6.8. The following bat activity was recorded by the Anabat recorders. 

 

Anabat 7, by Surveyor 1. 

 

Four Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded at 22:22, 22:22, 22:36 and 22:54. 
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Anabat 11 by Surveyor 3. 

 

One hundred and seven Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded between 21:59 and 23:03. 

No other species of bat was recorded. 

 

Anabat 5 inside the Fulford Building loft. 

 

No bat activity was recorded on this Anabat. 

 

 

Anabat 12 by Surveyor 6. 

 

Two Pipistrelle 45s were briefly recorded at 22:23 and 22:30. No other species of bat 

was recorded. 

 

Anabat 10 by Surveyor 7 

 

Seventy six Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded between 22:00 and 22:55, most very 

brief and quiet. No other species of bat was recorded. 

 

Anabat 6 by Surveyor 8. 

 

One hundred and ninety eight Pipistrelle 45 calls recorded between 21:598 and 22:57. 

One brief myotis call was recorded at 22:06 but the call was too brief to identify the 

species. 

 

Anabat 1 by Surveyor 9. 

 

Four Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded at 22:18, 22:49, 22:51 and 22:57. No other 

species of bat was recorded. 

 

Anabat 9 by Surveyor 10. 

 

Two hundred and twenty Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded between 22:12 and 23:07. 

No other species on bat was recorded. 
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Anabat 4 by Surveyor 11. 

 

Two hundred and twenty four Pipistrelle 45 calls between 21:44 and 22:54. One 

myotis call was recorded at 22:51 but the call was too brief to identify. 

 

Anabat 2 by Surveyor 12. 

 

Fifty two Pipistrelle 45 calls, some very faint, were recorded between 21:57 and 22:53 

and three myotis calls at 22:06, 22:51 and 22:52. The myotis calls were very brief but 

appeared to be Natterer’s bats. 

 

Anabat 8 inside the loft of Building C. 

 

No bat activity was recorded. 

 

3.6.9. No bat activity was recorded on the video camera in the loft of Building C. 

 

3.7. First Dawn Survey Results. 

 

3.7.1. Seven surveyors carried out a dawn survey on the morning of 26th June 2013. 

 

3.7.2. The surveyors were positioned around the buildings in order to be able to view 

all sides of the three main buildings simultaneously.  

 

 

1+A9 

2+A8 

3+A6 
4+A5 

5+A1 

6+A7 
7+A2 

A11, A12, 
C1 and C2 
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3.7.3. The positions of the surveyors are shown on the aerial photograph above. Static 

Anabat recorders were distributed around the site to record bat activity for subsequent 

computer analysis are shown as “A” followed by the unit number and C is a video 

camera. 

 

3.7.3. Surveyor 2 was positioned on the roof of Building A, two cameras and Anabats 

11 and 12 were positioned in the loft of Building C. 

 

3.7.4. All surveyors were equipped with a Batbox Duet detector and a two way radio 

for communication between surveyors. 

 

3.7.5. Six of the surveyors hold current Natural England bat survey licences and the 

seventh surveyor was an experienced assistant. 

 

3.7.6. The morning was warm and overcast with a light breeze and a temperature of 

11⁰C at 04:00. 

 

3.7.7. The following are the observations of the surveyors. 

 

Surveyor 1. 

 

 03:31. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 03:32. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 03:34. Pipistrelle 45 from the west to the east over buildings. 

03:37. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

03:46.Pipistrelle 45 foraging over trees to the east. 

03:52. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

03:59. Quiet bat flew from the east over Building A. 

04:00. Two Pipistrelle 45s foraging over buildings, faint calls. 

04:01 to 04:04. Pipistrelle 45 circling and foraging over buildings. 

04:09. Two Pipistrelle 45s flew across the site and buildings, east to west. 

04:14. Pipistrelle 45 entered Building A. 

04:17. Pipistrelle 45 entered Building A.  

 

Surveyor 2. 

 

 03:32. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over Surveyor 3.  

 03:53. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over Surveyor 3. 
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04:02. Pipistrelle 45 from the north over the buildings and then foraging over 

Surveyor 3 until 04:06. 

 04:06. Pipistrelle 45 from west, foraged overhead and away to east. 

 04:23. Bat from roof near Surveyor 3 and east over Surveyor 7. 

 

Surveyor 3. 

 

 03:31. Pipistrelle 45 from over Surveyor 7, foraged and then left to the north. 

 03:34. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 03:52. Pipistrelle 45 from over Surveyor 7, foraged and went back again. 

 04:01. Pipistrelle 45 from over Surveyor 1, foraged overhead until 04:06. 

04:06. Pipistrelle 45 from over Surveyor 7 tapped up to the roof, left side of 

dormer window of Building B, tapped up a second time and then entered roost 

under roof tile at 04:09. 

 04:14. Pipistrelle 45 foraging overhead. 

04:16. Pipistrelle 45 out of roost and away over Surveyor 7. 2nd Pipistrelle 45 

emerged and followed. 

 04:18. Pipistrelle 45 flew into roost under the eaves of Building B. 

04:20. Pipistrelle 45 from Surveyor 7 and entered roost under the eaves of 

Building B. (Different location to previous bat). 

 04:23. Pipistrelle 45 flew out from between roof tiles and overhead. 

04:26. Pipistrelle 45 flew across overhead, east to west. 

 

Surveyor 4. 

 

 03:33. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over yard between buildings. 

 03:40. Pipistrelle from Surveyor 5, north to courtyard to forage. 

 03:54. Pipistrelle 45 foraging in courtyard over Surveyor 3. 

 04:03. Pipistrelle 45 circling and foraging. 

 04:04. Pipistrelle 45 foraging around south side of Building A. 

 04:16. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over courtyard, continued intermittently. 

04:27. Pipistrelle 45 from over Surveyor 5, circled over Surveyor 3 and back 

again. 

 

Surveyor 5. 

 

 03:39. Pipistrelle 45 passed from south and away to the northwest. 

 03:44. Pipistrelle 45 passed, heard not seen. 
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 04:11. Pipistrelle 45 from the south, circled and away to the south. 

04:27. Pipistrelle 45 from the east, foraged and then flew into the southeast of 

the Building C. 

 

Surveyor 6. 

 

 03:57. Heard distant Pipistrelle 45, not seen. 

03:58. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over the trees to the north of the buildings, on 

going until 04:03. 

 04:05. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 04:12. Brief Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen. 

 04:21. Pipistrelle 45 flew over head towards Surveyor 7. 

 

Surveyor 7. 

 

03:30. Pipistrelle 45 seen to fly southeast over Building C towards Surveyor 5. 

 03:33. Pipistrelle 55 flew southeast over Building C towards Surveyor 5. 

 03:35. Pipistrelle 45 heard foraging over trees. 

 03:39. Pipistrelle 45 heard foraging off site. 

 03:55. Pipistrelle 45 flew southeast over Building C towards Surveyor 5. 

 03:55. Quiet bat heard not seen. 

 04:01. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over site to 04:03. 

 04:07. Pipistrelle 45 foraged overhead and towards Surveyor 6. 

 04:15. Pipistrelle 45 circling over Building B to the northwest. 

 04:17. Pipistrelle 45 circling over Building C to the south. 

 04:21. Pipistrelle 45 flew towards Surveyor 3. 

 04:23. Pipistrelle 45 circling Building C and towards Surveyor 3. 

 

3.7.8. The following bat activity was recorded by the Anabat recorders. 

 

Anabat 9, by Surveyor 1. 

 

Twenty four Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded between 03:37 and 04:22.No other 

species of bat was recorded. 
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Anabat 8 by Surveyor 2. 

 

Eleven Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded between 04:00 and 04:25. No other species 

of bat was recorded. 

 

Anabat 6 by Surveyor 3. 

 

Thirty Nine Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded between 03:37 and 04:25. Ten myotis 

calls were recorded between 03:53 and 04:08. 

 

Anabat 5 by Surveyor 4. 

 

Nine Pipistrelle 45s were recorded between 03:38 and 04:25. No other species of bat 

was recorded. 

 

Anabat 1 by Surveyor 5 

 

Four Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded at 03:38, 03:39 and two at 04:10, One 

Pipistrelle 55 call was recorded at 03:44. 

 

Anabat 7 by Surveyor 6. 

 

Three Pipistrelle 45 calls recorded at 03:32, 03:34 and 04:22. No other species of bat 

was recorded. 

 

Anabat 2 by Surveyor 7. 

 

Fifty four Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded between 03:30 and 04:25. One myotis 

was recorded at 04:06. 

 

Anabat 11 and Anabat12 inside the loft of Building C. 

 

No bat activity was recorded on either Anabat. 

 

3.7.9. No bat activity was recorded on the video cameras in the loft of Building C. 
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3.8. Second Dawn Survey Results. 

 

3.8.1. Four surveyors carried out a dawn survey on the morning of 12th July 2013. 

 

3.8.2. The surveyors were positioned around the buildings in order to be able to view 

the sides of the three main buildings where previous bat activity had been identified. 

The positions of the surveyors are shown on the aerial photograph below. Static 

Anabat recorders were distributed around the site to record bat activity for subsequent 

computer analysis are shown as “A” followed by the unit number.  

 

 
 

3.8.3. All surveyors were equipped with a Batbox Duet detector and a two way radio 

for communication between surveyors. 

 

3.8.4. Three of the surveyors hold current Natural England bat survey licences and the 

fourth surveyor was an experienced assistant. 

 

3.8.5. The morning was warm, still and bright with a light breeze and a temperature of 

10⁰C at 04:00. 

 

3.8.6. The following are the observations of the surveyors. 

 

 

 

1+A5 

2+A7 

3+A4 4+A10 

A12 
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Surveyor 1. 

 

 03:42. Pipistrelle 45 seen passing north to south over the buildings. 

04:10. Two Pipistrelle 45s flew directly from the north, over the roof and 

away to the south. 

04:26. Pipistrelle 45 from the north, into roost between hanging tiles on the 

side of the dormer. 

 

Surveyor 2. 

 

 03:42. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen passing over. 

 04:02. Pipistrelle 45 heard not seen passing over. 

04:10. Two Pipistrelle 45s flew directly from the north, over the roof and 

away to the south. 

04:14.Pipistrelle 45 flew along side of building to the southwest, returned and 

flew into a roost under hanging tiles at the south western side of the dormer 

window. 

04:20. Pipistrelle 45 flew along the southwest side of the buildings and away 

over trees. 

04:26. Pipistrelle 45 from the north, into roost between hanging tiles on the 

side of the dormer. 

04:26. After twenty seconds, Pipistrelle 45 flew out of roost between hanging 

tiles and away to the north. 

 

Surveyor 3. 

 

 03:37. Pipistrelle 45 passed over the site, southeast to northwest. 

 03:39. Pipistrelle 45 passed over site from south to north. 

 03:41. Pipistrelle 45 passed over site from south to north. 

 03:45. Pipistrelle 45 passed over site from south to north. 

 03:49. Pipistrelle 45 from the south, briefly foraged and left to the east. 

 04:00. Pipistrelle 45 from the south, briefly foraged and left to the east. 

 04:01. Two bats foraging in the courtyard. 

 04:02. Pipistrelle 45 into roost under roof tiles at south western end of roof. 

 04:04. Pipistrelle 45 foraging in the courtyard. 

 04:06. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over trees to the east. 

 04:10. Pipistrelle 45 foraging in courtyard. 

 04:16. Pipistrelle 45 from the south, briefly foraged and left to the east. 
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 04:21. Pipistrelle 45 from the south, briefly foraged and left to the east. 

 04:22. Pipistrelle 45 foraging in courtyard. 

 04:23. Pipistrelle 45 flew from north to south over the courtyard. 

 04:25. Pipistrelle 45 from the south and foraged over the courtyard. 

04:27. Pipistrelle 45 flew into roost under the roof tiles on north eastern 

dormer. 

04:27. Pipistrelle 45 Pipistrelle 45 came from the south and foraged over the 

courtyard. 

04:27. Pipistrelle 45 into roost behind gutter at south western end of roof. 

04:30. Pipistrelle 45 foraging over courtyard. 

04:34. Pipistrelle 45 into roost behind gutter at south western end of roof. 

 

Surveyor 4. 

 

 03:33. Pipistrelle 45 heard foraging briefly but not seen. 

03:37. Pipistrelle 45 heard quiet and brief but not seen. 

03:40. Pipistrelle 45 heard briefly but not seen. 

03:45. Pipistrelle 45 flew over the building east to west. 

03:46. Pipistrelle 45 flew over the building west to east off site. 

03:48. Pipistrelle 45 flew over the building east to west. 

03:52. Pipistrelle 45 briefly heard but not seen. 

03:57. Pipistrelle 45 briefly heard but not seen. 

04:01. Pipistrelle 45 briefly heard but not seen. 

04:02. Pipistrelle 45 round south side of the building and off the site to the 

east. 

04:05. Pipistrelle 45 foraging overhead. 

04:07. Two Pipistrelle 45s over building west to east. 

04:12. Pipistrelle 45 round north end of building and off the site to the east. 

04:15. Bat foraged briefly overhead then went west round southern side of 

building. 

04:16. Pipistrelle 45 returned from southern side of building and off the site to 

the east. 

04:19. Pipistrelle 45 round north of building and off the site to the east. 

04:21. Pipistrelle 45 foraging overhead. 

04:23. Pipistrelle 45 from the east and briefly round the southern side of the 

building then back and off the site to the east. 

04:26. Pipistrelle 45 foraging at the southern side of the building. 

04:31. Two Pipistrelle 45s across the building north to south. 
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3.8.7. The following bat activity was recorded on the Anabat recorders. 

 

Anabat 4 – In the Courtyard with Surveyor 3. 

 

This Anabat recorded a fairly high level of Pipistrelle 45 activity with sixty one calls 

between 03:30 and 04:33. Seven myotis calls were recorded at 03:30, 03:35, 03:58, 

two at 03:59 and two at 04:00. 

 

Anabat 5 – North of Building A with Surveyor 1. 

 

Failed to record. 

 

Anabat 7 – North of Building A with Surveyor 2. 

 

Only three Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded at 04:07, 04:14 and 04:21. 

 

Anabat 10 – South of Building 2 with Surveyor 4. 

 

Twenty eight Pipistrelle 45 calls were recorded between 03:32 and 04:30. 

 

Anabat 12 – South of Building A. 

 

One Pipistrelle 45 call was recorded at 03:32. 

 

3.9. Bat Survey Results Summary. 

 

3.9.1. Building A. 

 

3.9.1.1. During the initial day time inspection, low potential was identified for bats to 

roost in the roof of the building and old brown long eared bat droppings were 

identified in one of the lofts. 

 

3.9.1.2. During the dusk and dawn surveys, no bat activity was identified in the loft. 

During the dusk survey Pipistrelle 45s were suspected to have emerged from the sides 

of the dormer windows on the north side of the building. During the first dawn survey 

two Pipistrelle 45s entered roosts at these locations and during the second dawn 

survey one entered a roost in the western of the two dormers. 
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3.9.1.3. The conclusion is that brown long eared bats no longer roost in the loft space 

but a small number of male Pipistrelle 45s roost in the hanging tiles on the sides of the 

two northern dormer windows. 

 

 
 

3.9.2. Building B. 

 

3.9.2.1. During the initial day time inspection, some potential was identified for bats 

to roost in the roof of the building and beneath the lead flashings. 

 

3.9.2.2. During the dusk survey abundant Pipistrelle 45 activity was identified over 

the yards to the south of the building and Pipistrelles were thought to have emerged 

from the roof but there was some doubt. During both dawn surveys Pipistrelle 45s 

were seen to enter and leave roosts at a number of locations beneath the roof tiles and 

under the lead flashings. 
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3.9.2.3. The conclusion is that a small number of male Pipistrelle 45s roost under the 

roof tiles and lead flashing on the south side of the building. They entered at four 

places during the first dawn survey and four during the second dawn survey but not 

necessarily the same four places. 

 

3.9.3. Building C. 

 

3.9.3.1. During the initial day time inspection, brown long eared bat droppings were 

identified in the southeast corner of the loft space but no bat activity was identified on 

Anabat recorders and a video camera in the loft. New brown long eared bat droppings 

were identified during the second survey indicating that bats had used the roosts since 

the first survey but no bat activity was identified on two Anabat recorders and two 

video cameras during the first dawn survey. 

 

3.9.3.2. During the first dusk emergence survey and the second dawn survey dawn 

surveys no bats entered or emerged from the outside of the building but during the 

first dawn survey one Pipistrelle 45 entered a roost under the eaves of the southern 

side of the building. 

 

3.9.3.3. The conclusion is that brown long eared bats occasionally roost in the loft 

space and male Pipistrelle 45s occasionally roost under the eaves of the southern side 

of the building. 

 

 
 

******************** 
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4. EVALUATION OF FINDINGS. 
 

4.1. There are no designated sites or local nature reserves close to the site that would 

be affected by the proposed development site and therefore the development will have 

no impact on such sites. 

 

4.2. There are two ponds within the site and ponds are a habitat included within the 

Barnsley Biodiversity Action Plan. The proposed development of the site would 

therefore result in the loss of the two ponds. This is considered to be a very low 

impact because the two ponds are poor examples. Pond A is little more than a plastic 

lined area of water containing abundant rubbish and stale water. Pond B is a small 

ornamental pond that has been neglected and is becoming overgrown. No amphibians 

were found in either pond during the four pond surveys. 

 

4.3. There are no other BAP habitats present on the site and therefore the development 

of the site will have no impact on other BAP habitats. 

 

4.4. No badger setts or badger field signs were identified on the site and therefore the 

proposed development will have no impact on badgers. 

 

4.5. There are no watercourses on the site that would provide potential habitat for 

water vole, otter or white clawed crayfish and therefore the proposed development 

will have no impact on those species. 

 

4.6. The HSI assessments of the four ponds within 500m of the ponds indicated that 

all have a poor or below average potential for amphibians. Two of these are fishing 

ponds outside the site boundary and were therefore not given any further 

consideration. As a precautionary measure, four pond surveys were carried out on the 

ponds within the site boundary and these identified no amphibian activity. Therefore 

the proposed development will have no impact on amphibians.  

 

4.7. Three bat surveys were carried out on the site. The first was a visual inspection 

survey followed by a dusk emergence survey, the second and third surveys were a 

visual inspection survey followed by a dawn survey. 

 

4.8. The survey results show that Buildings A, B and C all contain small Pipistrelle 45 

roosts with a maximum of two roosting in Building A, four in Building B and one in 
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Building C. There is also an occasionally used brown long eared roost in the loft of 

Building C.  

 

4.9. It is understood that Building A will be entirely demolished, Building B will be 

re-roofed and the roof over the loft in Building C will be retained but works are 

planned to provide additional insulation and ventilation while that section of Building 

C where the rooms extend into the loft space will be stripped out and refurbished. 

Therefore works to each of these buildings has the potential to have a significant 

impact on roosting bats. 

 

4.10. No bat roosting potential was identified in the trees that will be affected by the 

proposed development and therefore clearing these trees will have no impact on 

roosting bats. 

 

4.11. One alien, invasive plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 was identified on the site and that was rhododendron. This was 

growing in an area of woodland that is planned to be developed and therefore there is 

a low level of potential to spread this plant. 

 

4.12. The site is assessed to be unsuitable for reptiles and therefore the proposed 

development will have no impact on reptiles. 

 

4.13. There are abundant opportunities for nesting birds in the vegetation and the 

buildings on the site and a blackbird was seen entering into the northern side of 

Building B during the dusk emergence survey. Clearance of vegetation and works to 

the buildings during the nesting bird season, which extends from March to September, 

will have a significant impact on any birds nesting. 

 

******************** 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 

5.1. Two ponds, albeit poor examples, will be lost as a result of the development and 

these are Barnsley BAP habitats. It is therefore recommended that at least one pond is 

incorporated into the landscaping on the site to compensate for the loss. 

 

5.2. Roosting bats have been identified in Buildings A, B and C on the site. Therefore 

the Local Authority will require a mitigation strategy outlining how the bats will be 

dealt with during and after the development and subsequently a Natural England bat 

licence will be required before works can commence on those three buildings. The 

mitigation strategy in Section 6 of this report fulfills the first requirement and will be 

used as a basis for the Natural England licence application. 

 

5.3. It is recommended that all necessary vegetation clearance is undertaken outside 

the nesting bird season. 

 

5.4. It is recommended that any vegetation clearance undertaken within the nesting 

bird season is immediately preceded by a nesting bird survey carried out by a suitable 

experienced person and that any active nests are left undisturbed until the young have 

fledged. 

  

5.5. It is also recommended that all development works to the buildings during the 

nesting season is preceded by a nesting bird survey to determine whether there are 

birds nesting within the buildings. Any active nests found must be left undisturbed 

until the young have fledged. 

 

5.6. It is recommended that additional nesting opportunities are provided on site by 

erecting nest boxes on the remaining mature trees on the site to provide nesting 

opportunities for a variety of bird species. 

 

******************** 
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6. MITIGATION STRATEGY. 
 

6.1. Bats 

 

The following mitigation strategy is written in the format of the Natural England 

licence application. Section D covers the impact assessment section of Document 1 

and the remainder is Document 2, the delivery information. 

 

D. Impact assessment in absence of mitigation. 

 

 D1. Short-term impacts: disturbance. 

 

There will be a significant short term impact on the brown long eared bat roost as a 

result of the noise and vibration caused during the works. 

 

 D2. Long-term impacts: roost modification. 

 

D2.1. The existing brown long eared bat roost will be subject to modification during 

the works but this will mainly comprise works to the ceilings and insulation of the loft 

space. 

  

D2.2. The Pipistrelle 45 roosts in Buildings B and C will be modified during roof 

repairs and without mitigation the roosts would be lost. This would be a minor impact 

as they are small male summer roosts. 

 

 D3. Long-term impacts: roost loss. 

 

The Pipistrelle 45 roosts within Building A will be lost when the building is 

demolished. This would be a minor impact as the roosts are small male summer 

roosts. 

 

D4. Long-term impacts: fragmentation and isolation. 

 

There will be no fragmentation or isolation impacts. Good continuity of habitat will 

remain between the site and the adjacent woodlands. 
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D5. Post-development interference impacts. 

 

There will be minimal post development interference impacts. There will be new 

houses on the site but this will not be any greater impact than when the site was a 

large grammar school.  

 

 D6. Predicted scale of impact. 

 

D6.1. The scale of negative impact will be low but significant without mitigation as it 

will potentially destroy the small summer brown long eared bat roost in the Building 

C and result in the loss of the small male summer Pipistrelle 45 roosts in Buildings A, 

B and C. 

  
A. Mitigation and compensation. 

 
 A1. Summary of mitigation strategy. 
 

A1.1. The mitigation strategy is based on undertaking the majority of the works to the 

existing buildings during the winter when there will be no bats within the buildings as 

they will have moved to their hibernation roosts during the winter. 
 
A1.2. As a precautionary measure, a bat box suitable for winter hibernation will be 
provided on site before those works commence as a location in which bats found can 
be released if necessary. 
 
A1.3. The existing brown long eared at roost in Building C will be retained. 
 
A1.4. The existing Pipistrelle 45 roost in Building C will be retained. 
 
A1.5. The existing Pipistrelle 45 roosts in Buildings B will be modified. 
 
A1.6. The existing Pipistrelle 45 roosts in Building A will be replaced by additional 
bat bricks in the new buildings. 
 
 

B. Works to be undertaken by the ecologist. 

 

 B1. Capture and exclusion. 

 

B1.1. Prior to works commencing on Buildings A, B and C, the ecologist will ensure 

that a Shwegler 1FW Bat Hibernation Box is erected on a suitable tree close to 

Buildings B and C. 
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B1.2. The ecologist will inspect each roost location before works commence in that 

specific area and where works are to be undertaken to roof areas close to the 

identified roosts, the ecologist will be present to rescue any bats found and move them 

to the Schwegler 1F bat box. Once satisfied, the ecologist will release each building 

for works to continue.  

 

B1.3. The ecologist will brief all roofing and demolition contractors to ensure they are 

familiar with their responsibilities.  

 

B1.4. The ecologist will inspect all retained, modified and replacement roosts as they 

are completed. 

 

C. Works to be undertaken by the Developer/Landowner. 

 

C1. Bat roosts. 

 

  C1.1. In situ retention of roost(s). 

 

C1.1.1. The existing brown long eared bat roost in the loft of Building C will be 

retained. 

 

C1.1.2. All works that will affect the loft space will be undertaken with care during 

the winter months between October and April when bats would be expected to be 

elsewhere in their hibernation roost. 

 

C1.1.3. The roost will be enhanced by adding six new bat roosting opportunities on 

the existing rafters. The additional roosting locations will be provided by fixing false 

rafters approximately 600mm long to the side of the rafters with 15mm spacers 

forming a narrow slot butted up to the ridge board at the top end and with the upper 

half bridged over with 75mm x 15mm untreated sawn timbers, or equivalent, to form 

a long narrow cavity.  
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C1.1.4. Internal partitioning of the loft apex will be provided with triangular shaped 

pieces of 50mm insulation board (rough faced) or equivalent fastened to the rafters 

and hanging down 600mm below the ridge. These will be provided at three locations 

in the roost to maintain heat in the ridge. 

 

C1.1.5. The existing Pipistrelle 45 roost in Building C will be retained. Once 

scaffolding has been erected around the building the existing roost location will be 

inspected by the ecologist and the builder and ecologist will agree an appropriate 

course of action to ensure the roost is retained. 

 

  C1.2. Modification of existing roosts. 

 

C1.2.1. The Pipistrelle 45 roosts will be retained in Building B but will be modified. 

During the re-roofing operations replacement roosting opportunities will be provided 

in the south side of the roof. Four bat access slates will be incorporated into the roof. 

 

C1.2.2. Each access slate will be constructed generally in accordance with the sketch 

shown below to enable bats to enter and roost between the roof tiles and the felt 

lining. 
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C1.2.3. In addition, when the ridge tiles are replaced, two additional bat access points 

will be provided beneath the ridge tiles as shown in the photograph below. This can 

be achieved by laying one ridge tile on top of the adjacent ridge tiles and leaving a 

25mm square opening in the pointing on the south side of the ridge. 

 

C1.2.4. When the adjacent ridge tiles are laid it is important to ensure the space under 

the ridge tiles remains unfilled by mortar forming a small tunnel in which the bats can 

roost. The ridge tiles will be laid on a run of mortar along either side leaving a small 

open cavity under the middle of the ridge tiles. The ridge ends will be well pointed to 

avoid through draughts. 
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C1.2.5.  

 

C1.3. New roost creation. 

 

C1.3.1. Four new bat bricks will be constructed in the new houses to be built on the 

site. Because the buildings will have stone walls, in each case a bat tube as shown 

below will be built into the wall and stone faced leaving only a narrow access into the 

box. 
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C1.3.2. The positions of the additional roosting opportunities will be as shown below. 

Each position has been based upon the optimum position for the bats, close to their 

foraging territory while taking account of house designs and placing them where they 

will not be above doors or windows. 

 

 
 

 

D. Post-development site safeguard. 

 

  D1.2. Population monitoring, roost usage etc. 

 

One visual inspection of the brown long eared roost and one bat activity survey will 

be undertaken in the first year after work has been completed to assess the success of 

the mitigation measures. 

 

  D1.3. Mechanism for ensuring delivery of post-development works. 

 

There will be a clause in the deeds of each of the houses containing a bat roost stating 

that the roosts must be retained. 
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E. Land Ownership. 

 

The site will be in the ownership of Bellway Homes once planning consent has been 

granted. 

 

E1. Mitigation Site Ownership. 

 

E.1.1 I confirm that relevant landowner consent/s has/have been 

granted to accept bats into roosts onto land outside the 

applicant's ownership –N/A 

 

E.1.2  I confirm that landownership consent/s has/have been granted to 

allow the creation of the proposed habitat compensation on land 

outside the applicant's ownership – N/A 

 

E.1.3  I confirm that consent/s has/have been granted by the relevant 

landowner/s for monitoring and maintenance purposes on land 

outside the applicant's ownership – N/A



F. Timetable of Works. 

 

The following timescales are indicative at this time. 

 

A: Development activities and timing 

Activity  Timing Notes 

Planning consent and 

Natural England 

licence. 

By October 

2013. 

 

Erect Schwegler 1F bat 

box. 

By October 

2013. 

 

Works to Buildings A, B 

and C that will affect the 

roosts. 

October 2013 to 

April 2014. 

On receipt of licence. 

New roosts in new 

buildings. 

2014.  

 

Complete Table B to show the years in which post development monitoring 

will take place. Details should include the type of survey e.g. emergence 

survey, bat box checks, and the time of year this will take place.  

 

B: Post  development monitoring

Year 2014      

Details  Day time 

visual and 

dusk 

emergence 

survey. 

May to 

August. 

     

 

6.2. Pond Mitigation. 

 

6.2.1. Because ponds are a Barnsley BAP habitat and because two small and rather 

poor examples of ponds will be lost during the development, a replacement pond will 

be provided in the area of public open space at the southern end of the site, as shown 

on the plan below. 
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6.2.2. The pond will be approximately 6m long and 3m wide. It will be lined and 

planted with natural species that will create a wildlife pond. No fish will be 

introduced. 

 

 
 

6.3. Birds. 

 

Six additional bird boxes will be erected on the remaining trees on the site. Various 

boxes will be utilised to provide nesting opportunities for a variety of bird species. 

 

******************** 

 

Prepared by: 

Derek Whitcher. BSc, MCIEEM, MCMI. Date: 23rd July 2013. 

 

Checked by: 

Steven Whitcher, MCIEEM. Date: 24th July 2013. 

 
 

New Pond. 
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Appendix I. BAT INFORMATION.  

 
It is necessary to understand a little about bats, their basic nature, ecology and legal 
protection in order to evaluate the findings of this report. 
 
Over 15 species of bat have been recorded in Britain.  These fall into two families, the 
horseshoe bats and the ‘ordinary bats’. They are extremely difficult to identify in the 
hand and even more so in flight. 
 
All appear to be diminishing in numbers, probably due to shortage of food, caused by 
pesticides, as insects are their sole diet, and habitat change. 
 
As their diet consists solely of insects, bats hibernate during the winter when their 
food source is at its most scarce.  They will spend the winter in hollow trees, caves, 
mines and the roofs of buildings. 
 
Certain species, particularly the pipistrelle (the commonest and most widespread 
British bat) can quickly adapt to man made structures and will readily use these to 
roost and to rear their young.  
 
Bats are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, The Habitats 
Regulations 1994 and the Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000.  
 
It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or capture or disturb bats or to 
damage, destroy or obstruct access to any place used by bats for shelter or protection. 
 
A breeding or resting site of any bat is known as a bat roost. A bat roost is therefore 
any structure a bat uses for shelter or protection. Because bats tend to use the same 
roosts each year, legal opinion is that the roost site is protected whether or not the bats 
are present at that time. 
 
Bat roosts can be identified by looking for:- 
 
 Suitable holes, cracks and crevices. 
 
 Bat droppings. 
 
 Prey remains. 
 
 By carrying out night observations using a bat detector. 
 
Where development proposals are likely to affect a bat roost site, a licence is required 
from Natural England. 
 
The person applying for that licence has to be suitably qualified and experienced in 
bat matters. That person is then responsible for ensuring that the measures contained 
in the licence are carried out. 
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Appendix II. NESTING BIRD INFORMATION.  

 

It is necessary to understand a little about the legal protection offered to nesting birds 
in order to evaluate the findings of this report. 
 
Part 1.-(1) Of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981states that:- 
 
If any person intentionally:- 

(a) kills, injures or takes any wild bird; 
(b) takes, damages or destroys the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in 

use or being built; or 
(c) takes or destroys an egg of any wild bird, 

he shall be guilty of an offence. 
 
Part 1.-(5) of the Act states that:- 
 
If any person intentionally:- 

(a) disturbs any wild bird included in Schedule 1 while it is building a nest or 
is in, on, or near a nest containing eggs or young; or 

(b) disturbs dependant young of such a bird, 
 
he shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a special penalty. 
 
The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 amends the above by inserting after 
“intentionally” the words “or recklessly”. 
 
The nesting season will vary according to the weather each year but generally 
commences in March, peaks during May and June and continues until September.  
 
It is also worth remembering that some birds nest in trees, scrub and buildings but 
others are ground nesting. 
 
The best way to avoid this issue is to plan for vegetation clearance to be carried out 
outside the bird-nesting season. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Appendix III. ANNOTATED MAP OF THE SURVEY AREA. 



Key. 
 
 

  Broad Leaved Woodland 
 
 

  Scattered Scrub  
 

  Parkland Trees 
 

  Amenity Grassland 
 

  Fence 
 

  Wall 
 

  Building 
 

  Bare Ground 
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Appendix IV. DATA SEARCH RESULTS.  
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APPENDIX V. HABITAT SUITABILITY INDEX 
INFORMATION. 
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Appendix XIV. DEVELOPMENT 


