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Assessment of Significance 

Grade II Listed Barn at Oaks Farm, Darton 

Listing Text 

• 5E 31 SW Darton Darton Lane 

• 2/105 Principal barn at Ttie Oai<s, approximately 20m north east of farmhouse 

• n 

• Barn. Probably late C17 with attached C19 horse-engine house. Coursed rubble 
with quoins. Stone slate roof except rear of barn which has Welsh slate roof Five 
internal bays with 2'bay outshut to front ieft and horse-engine house to rear ieft. 
Full-height square-headed cart entry to centre bay. Front of outshut is rendered. 
Lower addition to left not of special interest. Rear: The single-storey added engine 
house projecting to hght is of single bay with a 4-sided apsidal end supported on 
monolithic piers. Part-blocked opposing cart entry. 

Interior: 4 principal-rafter trusses, with small queen-struts. One arcade post braced 
to tie-beam. Some re-used timber. 

Assessment 

Oaks Farni, or "The Oaks" as onginally known, comprised a group of traditional farm 
buildings, which included a two storey dual-pitched farmhouse which -completed the 
western side of the courtyard and.was demolished in the late-nineteen-fifties to'make way 
for the replacement bungalow which now stands in a similar position. It is believed that 
some of the dressed stonework used to construct the bungalow was reclaimed from the 
original farmhouse. 

The site became largely redundant to farming activities around the time that the adjacent 
land was sold for residential development in the early nineteen nineties. Since this time, 
the buildings have been used primarily for storage and the bungalow as a private dwelling. 

An outline descnption of the listed building, together with a photographic record and a 
structural appraisal, has previously been provided within the design and access statement. 

The building dates from the late seventeenth century and is in good condition, capable of 
conversion to a single dwelling with a minimum of structural repair or alteration. The barn 
is characterised by two large openings located opposite in the north and south elevations 
and by the later nineteenth century addition of the engine house to the north'elevation. 



The proposals allow for the careful removal of Inappropriate outbuildings at the south west 
and north east corner of the barn which were constructed of brick and block/render with 
flat roofs as part of the farming activity. These buildings detract from the asset and their 
removal will reinstate the original form and'appearance. 

There is a small, single storey, pitched roof buiiding at the south west corner of the barn. 
It is in poor condition and we recommend Its careful removal and reconstruction, using 
reclaimed materials, to a similar design and scale over the same footprint. 

The barn is of adequate height to convert easily to a two storey building and the design 
provides an opportunity to retain and expose the vast majority of the internal timber 
structure. It Is proposed that glazing to the large, opening on the south elevation is 
recessed into the building. This will provide natural light to inner rooms as well as 
emphasising the scale of the barn door and giving an opportunity to experience the full 
two storey height of the barn through the central core of the building, including the 
interna! staircase and gallery landing. 

View of recessed glazing to barn door on south elevation 

It is proposed to retain the engine house and restore the stone columns and roof structure 
as previously described. In our opinion, it would be possibie to convert the external 
covered space to use as part of the dweliing by infilling predominantly with glazing 
between the stone columns, subject to Planning Permission. This would have a very 
limited detrimental effect on the appearance of the structure and would not detract from 
the significance ofthe asset. 

The restoration of the adjoining barn, the proposed new dwelling and garages and the 
visual jmprovements to the farmhouse, together with the use of traditional materials and 
building techniques, will have a positive impact on the setting of the listed building, 
enhancing the historic asset. 
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Schedule of Buildings 
A -

B-

G-

H-

Two storey Listed barn with rear 
Single storey engine house 
Two storey barn with single storey 
wing to south east 
Single storey bungalow 
Brick outbuilding with flat roof 
Single storey rendered concrete lean-to 
with fibre cement roof 
Single storey outbuilding in stone with 
flat roof 
Single storey stone outbuilding with 
pitched roof 
New build two storey dwelling 

JKLM - New build single storey garages 

GRADE II LISTED TWO STOREY BARN WITH 
SINGLE STOREY ENGINE HOUSE TO BE RETAINED 
TWO STOREY BARN WITH SINGLE STOREY 
WING TO SOUTH EAST - TO BE RETAINED 

EXISTING SINGLE STOREY DWELLING TO 
BE RETAINED 

EXISTING BUILDINGS TO BE 
DEf̂ ÔLISHED 

PROPOSED TWO STOREY 
DWELLING 

PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY 
GARAGES 

SINGLE STOREY BUILDING TO BE 
TAKEN DOWN AND RECONSTRUCTED 
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