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TECHNICAL NOTE: SKYLARK TERRITORY MAPPING 

Land off Barnsley Road, Goldthorpe 

 Newlands Developments 

October 2024 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 A suite of Breeding Bird surveys were undertaken on Land Off Barnsley Road, Goldthorpe during 
April-June 2022, the full results of which are provided in the Breeding Bird Survey Report1  for 
the proposed development. This letter provides a summary of the skylark Alauda arvensis 
recorded during these surveys, and details the methodology utilised to calculate the number of 
skylark territories within the site. 

2.0 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 The breeding bird surveys were undertaken in accordance with recommended guidance, 
broadly based on territory mapping2 used for the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) Common 

Bird Census (CBC). Standard BTO species codes and symbols for bird activities were used to 
identify birds and denote activity, sex, and age where appropriate. Reporting of breeding 

evidence followed European Ornithological Atlas Committee (EOAC) guidelines 19793.The full 

survey methodology is provided within the Breeding Bird Survey Report.  

2.2 Territory mapping for selected species of note was undertaken in accordance with the BTO 
Common Bird Census Instructions (Appendix A). This involves grouping records of a species 
over different survey occasions into clusters which appear to represent the activities of a 
distinct breeding pair of birds. This allows the number, distribution and relationship of 

territory-holding birds to be assessed on the data available. . 

3.0 RESULTS 

3.1 The field notes from the three breeding bird survey visits are provided in Appendix B. The 

number of skylark recorded on each survey occasion is summarised in Table 1 below.  

Survey Occasion Date Number of Skylark Recorded 

A 19.04.22 7 

B 11.05.22 18 

C 01.06.22 3 

 

  

 
1 FPCR Environment and Design Ltd (2023) Land Off Barnsley Road, Goldthorpe - Breeding Bird Survey Report Rev B On behalf of 
Newlands Developments 
2 Bibby, C.J., N.D. Burgess & D.A. Hill, 2000: Bird Census Techniques: 2nd Edition. London: Academic Press  

3 European Ornithological Atlas Committee, 1979. Categories of Breeding Bird Evidence. European Ornithological Atlas Committee. 
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3.2 In accordance with the BTO CBC guidance, the registrations of skylark were plotted on a plan 
and clustered into territories based on their locations, with any simultaneous registrations 
and/or breeding behaviours noted. This plan is provided as Figure 1.   

3.3 As per the guidance, to be marked as a territory there needs to be a registration at the location 
on at least two survey occasions, and behaviour demonstrating defence of territory or 
breeding.  These noted behaviours followed the EOAC guidance and included singing males and 
pairs in suitable habitat.  

3.4 Based on the above methodology, a total of six skylark breeding territories were recorded over 

the three survey occasions.  
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