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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Wardell Armstrong LLP (WA) was commissioned by Strata Sterling Barnsley West to undertake 

Wintering Bird Surveys (WBS) of a proposed mixed use development scheme. The project is 

located on land west of Barnsley, South Yorkshire.  

Transect surveys were carried out based upon the standardised BTO/JNCC/RSPB Survey & 

Assessment Steering Group (BSSG, 2022) Common Bird Census survey technique. Surveys 

consisted of four, weekly visits between February and March 2023 (inclusive). A desktop study 

was informed by review of existing available information provided by the Barnsley Biological 

Records Centre/Sheffield Biological Records Centre (BBRC/SBRC), which identified 95 species 

within 5km of the Site.  Previously, a number of breeding bird surveys have been undertaken 

in support of a similar application during 2018 and 2020 however no wintering birds surveys 

have been undertaken. 

During the surveys, a total of 42 species were recording within the Survey Area, meaning the 

Site is of at least Local value to wintering birds. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 Wardell Armstrong LLP (WA) was commissioned by Strata Sterling Barnsley West Ltd 

to undertake a Wintering Bird Survey (WBS). The purpose of the survey was to 

determine any constraints relating to wintering birds, in support of a mixed use 

development project comprising 1560 residential units and a number of commercial 

buildings. The site is located west of Barnsley , on farmland between the communities 

of Gawber, Higham, Pogmoor, Redbrook and Barugh Green and immediately north-

east of M1 Junction 37 at approximate central Ordnance Survey (OS) Grid Reference 

of SE 31778 07075.   

1.2 Development proposals 

1.3 The updated proposed development comprises a mixed-use development to provide 

up to 1,560 new homes and up to 43 hectares of employment land for Use Class 

E/B2/B8. In addition, the proposals will provide: 

• Part of the Link Road between M1, Junction 37 and the A635, Barugh Green 
Road (The section from Higham Lane to Barugh Green Road) 

• A new primary school  

• Small local shops and community facilities  

• Strategic areas of greenspace and wildlife corridors  

1.4 Objectives 

1.4.1 This report provides a baseline evaluation of wintering bird species and species 

assemblages present within the survey area.  

1.4.2 The objective of this survey and report are to: 

• Identify all notable wintering bird species present within the site; 

• Evaluate the assemblage and highlight notable species and assemblages. 

1.5 Site Context 

1.5.1 The planning application area comprises a large formerly open cast mine and 

surrounding land covering approximately 120 hectares.  The study site (the Site) 

includes all land within the Application Site plus an additional surrounding buffer of 

50-100m. The Site generally comprises of open pastoral and arable fields, with 

associated boundary hedgerows, trees and ditches, and areas of semi-natural and 

ancient woodland.  The pasture fields are heavily grazed by horses/ponies. 
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1.5.2 The site lies 2 km west of Barnsley town centre, on farmland between the 

communities of Gawber, Higham, Pogmoor, Redbrook and Barugh Green and 

immediately north-east of Junction 37 of the M1 motorway. 

1.6 Quality Assurance 

1.6.1 All bird surveys were undertaken by ornithologists from Wardell Armstrong LLP, who 

are Full Members of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 

Management (CIEEM).  The wintering bird surveys were undertaken by Tim Palmer 

MCIEEM who has over 20 years of bird survey experience within a consultancy setting. 
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2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Desk Study 

2.1.1 The desktop study was informed by review of existing available information provided 

by Barnsley Biological Records Centre / Sheffield Biological Records Centre 

(BBRC/SBRC).  

2.1.2 From the data supplied, wintering bird records were selected as those recorded 

between the months of October and March, inclusive. Where no specific sighting date 

was provided, professional judgement and knowledge of species’ ecology was sued to 

categorise the record (i.e. wintering, breeding or passage migrant/vagrant). 

2.1.3 Only data collected from the last ten years was used for this data set. 

2.2 General Survey Methodology 

2.2.1 Transect surveys were carried out based upon and adapted from BTO winter farmland 

bird survey methodology (Gillings et al. 2008).  The survey visits consisted of four 

walkovers of the site between February and March, recording all bird species observed 

or heard, and counts of numbers within wintering flocks.  Passerine and non-passerine 

species were recorded and mapped.  Surveys during October and November 2023 are 

scheduled and will be reported separately via a Technical note to be submitted during 

the determination process. 

2.2.2 A transect route was mapped out prior to the surveys being undertaken, paying 

particular attention to linear features (such as hedgerows and tree lines) and natural 

landscape features (such as watercourses, areas of scrub and woodland). The surveys 

commenced around an hour to two hours after sunrise. All fields were viewed from 

linear boundaries and all habitat features were surveyed to within 50m where 

possible. Bird species were identified by direct observation and through species 

vocalisation. 

2.2.3 Bird surveys were scheduled to include variable weather conditions to ensure weather 

dependant winter bird movements were included within the survey, as bird dispersal 

can occur during periods of prolonged cold spells or during periods of rapid thaw.  

2.2.4 The surveyor recorded all contacts with birds (either by sight or sound) by walking the 

pre-designated transect at a steady pace. The positions of the recorded birds were 

plotted as accurately as possible (to the nearest 10m) on a suitably scaled base map. 
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the results of which will be presented in a Technical Note prior to the determination 

of the planning application 
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Meadow pipit Anthus pratnesis Arable fields Higham Common 
Road 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Woodland and scrub Barnaby Furnace 

Grey wagtail Motacilla cinenea Streams and rivers Several locations, 
including Higham. 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Woodland, arable 
fields 

Hugset Wood 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Woodland, hedgerow, 
arable fields 

Wagon Road 

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Arable fields (winter) Higham 

 

3.2 Survey results 

3.2.1 During the transect survey visits, a total of 42 species were recorded within the survey 

area. The species recorded, their scientific name and conservation status are provided 

in Appendix 1. Table 3 below summarises the species and their conservation status. 

Further detail can be found in Appendix 1. With 38 species the survey area is 

considered no more than of Local value for its wintering bird assemblage. Without the 

estuarine portion of the survey area, the species richness would be lower. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2 The species recorded that are listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 

1981 as amended (S1 W&C Act), NERC 2006 s.41 ‘Priority’ species (s.41), BoCC Red or 

Amber listed and therefore of ‘conservation concern’, LBAP species or those on the 

IUCN red list are discussed below. 

Table 3: WBS Species Summary 
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3.2.3 Ten BoCC 5 red listed species were found within the survey area. Many of these are 

also S.41 and LBAP species (see Table 4 above). Moderate numbers of house sparrow 

were recorded on each survey, mainly within hedgerows forming the boundary of the 

Site especially along the boundary with Pogmoor and within the off site residential 

gardens. Starling were also recorded in moderate numbers during each survey, again 

mainly along the residential properties of Pogmoor which bound the site to the .  

3.2.4 Small numbers of lapwing were recorded on three out of the four surveys, mainly on 

the southern half of the Site using the open fields. On the first survey, 18 skylark were 

recorded within the horse grazed fields and sileage fields to the north of Higham Lane. 

They were also recorded within this habitat on the remaining 3 surveys, but in smaller 

numbers. 

3.2.5 Additionally, small numbers of fieldfare and redwing, which is also a Schedule 1 

species, were recorded using hedgerow and woodland habitats.  

3.2.6 Fieldfare, greenfinch, herring gull linnet, lesser redpoll and mistle thrush were all 

recorded in small numbers in the woodland, pasture and hedgerow habitats across 

Site.   
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3.2.7 Twelve Amber Listed Species were recorded during the surveys.  

3.2.8 Woodpigeon were recorded in moderately high numbers, with a total of 176 being 

recorded across the Site on the fourth survey.  

3.2.9 Moderate numbers of dunnock (also S41 and LBAP), redwing (also Schedule 1), wren, 

black-headed gull and meadow pipit were also recorded. Dunnock, wren and redwing 

were recorded within most woodland and hedgerows, and flocks of black-headed gull 

and meadow pipit were recorded on the grassland fields, the meadow pipit potentially 

associated with migratory/passage movements to upland breeding habitats. 

3.2.10 Common gull, kestrel (LBAP), rook, stock dove and song thrush (S41 and LBAP) were 

all recorded in small numbers in hedgerows and woodland. One pair of mallard were 

recorded to the south-west of the site during the second survey. 
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3.2.11 Eighteen green listed species were recorded during the surveys.  

3.2.12 Moderate numbers of blackbird, blue tit, and robin were recorded on each survey, 

mainly using the hedgerow and woodland habitats on site. Smaller numbers of 

chaffinch, chiffchaff, goldcrest, goldfinch, great tit, long-tailed tit and treecreeper 

were also recorded using these habitats.  

3.2.13 High numbers of carrion crow and magpie were recorded during the surveys, mainly 

using the open field habitats, but also recorded from hedgerow and woodlands across 

the site. Smaller numbers of stock dove, feral pigeon, jackdaw and pied wagtail were 

also recorded within these habitats. 

3.2.14 On each survey, two buzzards were recorded. On the second survey, 2 were observed 

on a nest located within a tree towards the south-western boundary, although there 

was no further evidence of the nest being successfully used as a breeding site. 

3.2.15 On the third survey, one golden plover, which is also an Annex 1 and LBAP species, 

was recorded on one of the open grassland fields towards the northern end of the 

site.  This is considered likely to have been a bird returning to upland breeding 

habitats, on passage.  It is unusual to record a single bird as this species habitually 

flocks during the non-breeding season, suggesting that it may have been injured or 

disorientated. 

3.2.16  There was no evidence during the survey period, of large flocks of golden plover or 

pink footed geese using the site, despite there being records of these species from 

Higham during the winter , the latter appear to be records of birds flying over the site   

rather than being evidence of site use.  The golden plover records are also mainly 

associated with flyovers, however there are records from Higham of birds on arable 

fields dating from 2013 and 2015. 



STRATA STERLING BARNSLEY WEST 
BARNSLEY WEST  
WINTERING BIRD SURVEY REPORT   

 

LD10361/Final 
OCTOBER 2023 

 Page 1 

  

4 EVALUATION 

4.1 Evaluation of Bird Assemblages 

4.1.1 In terms of evaluating the survey area for its significance to wintering birds, the 

following criteria were taken into account: 

A. The occurrence of large or notable population of an individual species, particularly if 

these comprise a significant proportion (i.e. 1% or more) of the national breeding (or 

wintering) population; 

B. The species-richness of the bird assemblage of the survey areas (i.e. how many 

different types of species does the survey area or development area support); 

C. The assemblage of species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, 

Annex 1 Birds Directive, NERC listed species, Barnsley LBAP species and species 

determined to be of either red or amber status in BoCC 5, and therefore of 

conservation concern; and 

Criteria A 

4.1.2 No wintering populations recorded within the survey area comprised 1% or higher of 

the national breeding population. 

Criteria B 

4.1.3 In accordance with the criteria provided by Fuller (1980); with 42 species recorded by 

the survey, the site is considered to currently support a wintering assemblage of Local 

value.  

Criteria C 

4.1.4 The surveys indicate that the survey area supports a range of wintering Red listed 

BoCC, Amber listed BoCC, NERC listed and LBAP species considered likely to be of Local 

value.  
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5 DISCUSSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1.1 The 2023 wintering bird survey results confirm that the site supports a limited range 

of wintering birds. 42 species were recorded over the four survey visits during the 

period February – March 2023. inclusive.  Previously, a number of breeding bird 

surveys have been undertaken in support of a similar application during 2018 and 

2020 however no wintering birds surveys have been undertaken. 

5.1.2 Based on the survey observations alone, the site is considered to support a Local level 

assemblage over winter, however the desk study data suggests that a number of other 

species could also be regularly seen. This illustrates that the surveys represent a 

snapshot sample of overall activity and not a full inventory, for this reason the 

evaluation at Local level is expressed as a minimum assessment.   

5.1.3 Of the notable species not recorded by the surveys, but included in the desk study 

information it is considered reasonably likely that an additional four species could be 

present occasionally on site, namely bullfinch, sparrowhawk, blackcap and grey 

wagtail.  Hen harrier, merlin and pink-footed goose are not considered likely to be 

regularly present on site. 

5.1.4 The records are weighted towards those species associated with arable habitats. In 

particular, the grassland fields to the south of Hermit Lane support small numbers of 

lapwing, and one golden plover was observed on a field to the north of the Site. Fields 

across the Site support moderate numbers of skylark and meadow pipit.  
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APPENDIX 1: WINTERING BIRD SURVEY SUMMARY
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APPENDIX 2: DATA SEARCH RESULTS 
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APPENDIX 3 – SURVEY TIMES AND WEATHER 
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Appendix 4: Legislation and Policy  

The European Community Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds 

(Birds Directive) is a framework for the conservation of wild birds in member states. Those 

bird species listed on Annex 1 of the Birds Directive are subject to special conservation 

measures through the designation of UK Special Protection Areas (SPA) in order to safeguard 

important sites within the member states. The species listed in Annex I of the Birds Directive 

are those in danger of extinction, rare, vulnerable to specific changes in their habitat or 

requiring particular attention for reasons of the specific nature of their habitat.  

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (The Habitat Regulations) 

provides legal protection for UK SPAs. The Habitat Regulations also provide legal protection 

to wetlands of international importance as designated under the Ramsar Convention. 

Proposals that are likely to affect a SPA or Ramsar site must address all relevant features that 

contribute to the integrity of the protected site, whether the proposal lies within or out with 

of the site. This allows for the protection of qualifying features (i.e. bird species) several 

kilometres from any development being proposed and is especially pertinent to migratory 

bird species. 

The Wildlife & Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 and the Wildlife & Countryside Act (1981 as 

amended) provide legal protection to all wild birds , their nests and their eggs, making it an 

offence to intentionally kill or injure any wild bird, damage or destroy an active nest of any 

wild bird or destroy the eggs of any wild bird. Species listed in Schedule 1 of the Act are also 

protected by special penalties from reckless or intentional disturbance whilst nest building or 

at (or near) a nest with eggs or young; or disturbance to dependant young . Under the Wildlife 

& Countryside Act (1981 as amended), a wild bird is defined as any bird of a species that is 

resident in or is a visitor to the European Territory of any member state in a wild form.  

Section 40 of the Natural Environment & Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 imposes a legal 

duty on Planning Authorities to ‘have regard’ to the conservation of biodiversity when 

considering planning applications. 

Section 41 of the NERC Act requires the Secretary of State to publish a list of species and 

habitats of principal importance for conserving biodiversity in the UK. This does not offer the 

species any specific protection but helps to highlight the species’ importance at a national 

level. Currently there are 59 bird species listed as being of conservation priority. This list is 

used by Local Planning Authorities (LPA) to identify the species and habitats that should be 

afforded priority when applying the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF). 
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