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Lidl UK Former Co-Op Pioneer Building, Barn.ley

1 Introduction

1.1 Site Description
The survey site is the former Co-Op Pioneer Building, which is located in Barnsley town centre at
Ordnance Survey grid reference SE 342 062. The boundaries of the site are formed by Peel
Street to the north, West Way and Pitt Street to the south, Town-end Roundabout to the west
and other commercial properties to the east. The survey site is dominated by the former
supermarket building and combined multi-storey car park.

1.2 Proposed Works
Lidl UK proposes to clear the site in order to construct a new Lidlstore.

1.3 Aims of Study
Baker Shepherd Gillespie was commissioned to undertake a preliminary ecological survey of the
site in order to identify any potential ecological constraints on the above proposals.

2 Methodology

2.1 Desk Study
Due to the tight timescale on this commission it was not deemed feasible to contact the local
biological records centre.

2.2 Field Survey
The .preliminary ecological survey was undertaken by Senior Ecologist David Stiles on 25"' May
2010 and involved an external and internal inspection of the building and walkover of the site.
Searches were made for evidence of any protected species, with particular focus on bats and
nesting birds which, in this instance, were considered to be the most likely species groups to be
of concern.

3 Results

3.1 Field Survey

3. f. f Habitat Description
The building is constructed in red brick and concrete. The western 'half' of the building
comprises a two-storey car park with a ramp leading to the upper (roof) level. The former shop
space is located on the ground floor of the eastern 'half' of the building. The whole of the roof
level is occupied by a car park, with the exception of a flat-roofed projection in the centre, which
houses the escalator access to the shop floor, below (see Figure 1).

The northern frontage of the building abuts the pavement along Peel Street (see Figure 2) and
most of the southern elevation abuts West Way (see Figure 3). To the west of the building, with
access from both Peel Street and West Way, is an area of hard standing which formed the
supermarket goods delivery area (see Figures 4 and 5). Although predominantly bare concrete
this area does support some vegetation, which has seeded in cracks both around the perimeter
and in the centre. This vegetation includes ragwort Senacio jacobea, herb Robert Geranium
robertianum, ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata, red valerian Centranthus ruber, butterfly-bush
Budd/eja davidii, false oat-grass Arrhenatherun e/atius, ash Fraximus excelsior and sycamore Acer
pseudoplatanus.
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Lid/UK Former Co-Op Pioneer Building, Barnsley

Figure 1: View of the roof top ar park
lookin across West Wa from Pitt Street.

of the south elevation on

Figure S: V",.w of the goods delivery area
from the PHI Street IICce".

Figure 2: The Peel Street shop frontage and
car rlc access (north elevation).

I

Figure 4: View of the goods delivery area
from the Pitt StrHt footbrid e.

Figure 6: The retaining wall which forms the
bounda with Pitt Street.
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Lidl UK Former Co·Op Pioneer Building, Barnsley

The boundary with Pitt Street, to the southeast, is formed by a concrete and stone retaining wall.
The top of this wall supports ornamental shrubs and trees including cherry Prunus sp. and
Berberis sp. (see Figures 5 and 6). A footbridge connects the roof top car park with Pitt Street at
the top of the retaining wall (see Figure 7).

The western site boundary, which overlooks Town-end Roundabout, supports a small area of
amenity managed grassland and four young Norway Maple trees Acer p/atanoides (see Figure 8).
A f10werbed against the western elavetion of the building supports further ornamental planting.
including cherry and hazel Cory/us ave/ana.

Figure 7: The footbridge which links the
roof to car arie to Pitt Street.

!.

Figure 8: Amenity grassland and trees
ad'acent to Town-end Roundabout.

. 3.1.2 Bats
No roof spaces are present. The top of the escalator well at the centre of the building is
surrounded by large boxed eaves (see Figures 9 and 10). There are no gaps between the soffits
and external walls of the building (a typical location in which bats roost). There are holes in the
external corners of the boxed eaves on the south elevation. However these are not considered
suitable for roosting bats. No evidence of bats was found inside the building.

There are several holes in the external structure of the east wall of the building. where pipework
or wires used to be present (see Figure 11). However, no evidence of bats was found to be
associated with these holes.

The retaining wall. which forms the boundary with Pitt Street, is constructed largely in concrete,
although a stone-built section is present beneath the footbridge. This stonework and pointing is
largely intact, although there are some stones missing in the centre. It is not considered that
these areas are suitable for roosting bats as they are relatively exposed and superficial (see
Figure 12).

3.1.3 Nesting Birds
The dense ornamental planting along the top of the retaining wall with Pitt Street (see Figure 6)
supports several pairs of nesting house sparrow Passer domesticus ..

A fledgling starling Stumus vulgaris was present on top of the westem stairwell for much of the
field survey and an adult starling was present in the vicinity. However, there was no evidence to
suggest starlings were nesting on site.

Page 3



Lidl UK Former Co-Op Pioneer Building. Barnsley

The holes in the boxed eaves on the south elevation of the escalator well (see Figure 10) may be
suitable for nesting birds. However, there was no evidence to suggest that nests were or ever
have been present.

Several of the holes in the east wall of the building, where pipework or wires used to be present,
may be suitable for nesting birds. However, no evidence that birds were or ever have nested in
these features was present (see Figure 11).

The holes in the stonework of the retaining wall below Pitt Street may be suitable for nesting
birds, although none were found to be present during the survey (see Figure 12).

Figure 9: The escalator well in the centre of
the buildin .

Figure 11: One of sever,,' holes In the e"st
w,,11of the buildin

Figure 10: A gap in the boxed eave of the
esa/"tor well.
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Lidl UK Former Co-Op Pioneer Building, Barnsley

3, 1.4 Invasive Species
Butterfly-bush Buddleja davidii is present in cracks in the hard standing of the goods delivery
area and along the eastern site boundary on the retaining wall (see Figure 13).

4 Assessment

4.1 Constraints on Study Information
Due to the quick turn around time requested by the client it has not been possible to consult
with the relevant local biological records centre, as would be usual practice for this type of
survey. However, in this particular instance, this is not considered to be significant as the f atures
of the site, together with its town centre location, are not considered to present any significant
ecological constraints that would benefit from being supported with desk study data.

4.2 Bats

4.2.1 Legislation and Policy Guidance

4.2.2 Bats
Bats are listed as European Protected Species under the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2010 and are protected under the Wildlife and Countrysid Act 1981 (as amended
by the Crow Act 2000). Taken together, these make it an offence to:

a. Deliberately capture or intentionally take a bat;
b. Deliberately or intentionally killor injure a bat;
c. To be in possession or control of any live or dead bat or any part of, or anything derived from

a bat;
d. Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a bat;
e. Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place that a bat uses for shelter or

protection;
f. Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat while it is occupying a structure or place that it uses

for shelter or protection;
g. Deliberately disturb any bat, in particular any disturbance which is likely to (i) impair their

ability to survive, breed, reproduce or to rear or nurture their young; or in the case of
hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; or (ii) to affect significantly the local
distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong.

4869_002 rep ds luk.doc Page 5



Lid! UK Former Co-Op Pioneer Building. Barnsley

A bat roost may be any structure a bat uses for breeding. resting, shelter or protection. It is
important to note that since bats tend to re,use the same roost sites, current legal opinion is that
a bat roost is protected whether or not the bats are present at the time.

In addition to this legal protection, seven bat species are listed in the UKBiodiversity Action Plan
and are listed as Species of Principal Importance under the provisions of the NERC Act 2006.
PPS9 gives guidance on the treatment of Species of Principal Importance and states that local
authorities should ensure that they are protected from the adverse effects of development,
where appropriate, by using planning conditions or obligations.

4.2.3 Potentia/Impacts
No evidence of bats was found on site and the structures are not considered to present any
potential roosting opportunities to bats. It is not considered that the proposed site clearance will
have any impact on bats. .

4.3 Nesting Birds

4.3.1 Legis/ation and Policy Guidance
All nesting birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, which makes it an
offence to kill, injure or take any wild bird or take, damage or destroy its nest whilst in use or
being built, or take or destroy its eggs. In addition to this, for some rarer species (listed on
Schedule 1 of the Act), it is an offence to disturb them while they are nest building or at or near a
nest with eggs or young, or to disturb the dependent young of such a bird.

A number. of bird species, including house sparrow, are also listed as Species of Principal
Importance under the provisions of the NERC Act 2006. PPS9 gives guidance on the treatment of
such species and states that local authorities should ensure that they are protected from the
adverse effects of development, where appropriate, by using planning conditions or obligations.

House sparrow is a UK BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) Priority Species and is included on the Red
List of Birds of Conservation Concern due to a severe decline in the UKpopulation.

4.3.2 Potentia/Impacts
Removal of the dense vegetation on top of the retaining wall at the southeast corner of the site is
likely to result in the destruction of active house sparrow nests if undertaken during ,the bird
nesting season (mid-March to end-August). This would be an offence under the legislation set
out above. Removal of this vegetation would also result in the loss of future nesting opportunities
on site.

4.4 Invasive Species

4.4. 1 Legis/ation and Po/icy Guidance
Butterfly-bush is listed under Schedule 9 (Part 2) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, which
makes it an offence to cause this introduced shrub to grow in the wild, effectively making it illegal
to spread the plant during development operations.

4.4.2 Potentia/ Impacts
Any site clearance operations undertaken during the summer months, when butterfly-bush is in
flower, have the potential to result in the spreading of the seeds of this plant.
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5 Recommendations

5.1 Further Survey
There are no recommendations for further survey.

5.2 Mitigation Measures

5.2, 1 Nesting Birds
It is recommended that the dense ornamental planting on top of the retaining wall in the
southeast corner of the site (see Figure 6) is retained as this provides habitat for nesting house
sparrow, which are a UKBAP and Red List species. If this vegetation does need to be removed, it
is recommended that this is undertaken outside of the nesting season, between September and
February, in order to avoid destroying active house sparrow nests. The area should then be re-
planted with similar vegetation.

As a matter of good practice, it is recommended that the new development incorporates
features within the building(s) that are suitable for nesting birds, especially house sparrow, but
also birds such as starling and swift ApiJs apus which were seen in the area. These birds typically
nest in buildings and, are all currently in decline. Inexpensive nest boxes are available from
companies such as Schwegler and are ,widely available in the UK.These self contained units are
specifically designed to be built in to :the walls or wall plates of buildings and provide nesting
opportunities for these urban species. They would also count towards 'ecology points' under
BREEAM.It is suggested that a selection of several of the following boxes are incorporated into
the design:

Schwegler 1HE open fronted brick box - suitable for house sparrow, starting and pied wagtail
Schwegler brick box type 24 - suitable for house sparrow
Schwegler brick box type 25 - suitable for swift
Schwegler swift box no. 16 or 16s - suitable for swift

5.2.2 Invasive Species
In order to avoid spreading butterfly-bush it is recommended that these plants are cut down to
ground level (or removed or killed,off) during the winter when not in flower. Any disturbance
during the flowering period is likely to spread seed .

.,.
,

, J, \
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