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2.0

Introduction

This document is submitted on behalf of the clients,
Hilary and Justin Simms and their family, and supports
a planning application for a new home, workshop
facilities for education and care with associated
landscaping within the area of Lakeside. Both Hilary
and Justin are local to the area, and wish to build a
sustainable environmentally friendly home from which
they can both live and work.

The application appeals to the National Planning Policy
Framework, which states, “Policies in Local Plans should
follow the approach of the presumption in favour

of sustainable development, so that it is clear that
development which is sustainable can be approved
without delay”. Emphasised are both the environmental
and economic roles of development, both of which

are central to this application and are detailed in the
following pages.

The environment role of the building was in many
ways the starting point for the design. The building is
designed to sit into the hillside, covered by a green roof
and connected to the landscape, with every attempt
made to minimise its visual impact. Its proposed
construction is from natural, renewable materials,

and its operation uses environmental strategies and
technologies to reduce energy demand. The proposals
respect the countryside surrounding and character of
the area, and wish to sit gently within it and not draw
heavily upon the areas’ resources. The home will aspire
to Level 5 of the Code for Sustainable Homes.

The application also wishes to appeal to the economic
role of planning policy, which according to national
policy, “should support economic growth in rural
areas in order to create jobs and prosperity by taking
a positive approach to sustainable new development”.
Both of the clients wish to work from home, bringing
their business to the area.
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