Owl House, 171 Manchester Road
Thurlstone
Sheffield
S36 9QS
30th January 2020

Dear Sir/Madam
Proposed Side Porch Extension to Owl House, 171 Manchester Road
I am writing to support my planning application for a side porch extension to the above property, which is my home with my family.
We have worked with Building Control to renovate the interior of our property in moving in in April 2018. This work is due to be signed off over the next few weeks, and we wish to complete the project by adding a side porch extension which will serve as the main entrance to the property, providing space for a downstairs WC and cloakroom area. 
Our property is located in a conservation area, and we are empathetic to this. We feel proud and privileged to live in this property, and are working hard to convert it into a home fit for our family needs for years to come whilst retaining the character and heritage of the property.  
I have had an informal conversation with the Barnsley Council Conservation Officer, who has advised the extension should be constructed out of stone. We have engaged a local builder (RS Builders) who have experience in working with the local stone, and in turn they have engaged Thurlstone quarry. 
The house is constructed from punched local stone which has darkened over time. The garage is newer stone, so therefore not as dark. The garage stone is not punched. 
For the side extension we propose having the stone darkened but not punched. We will also use slate to match the house and garage roofs, and an oak frame canopy. 
The extension will be sited on our large driveway, which is between our house and garage. The driveway will still fit 3 cars on when the work is completed, in addition to parking in the garage.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have engaged with the pre-planing process and via this, the planning officer has spoken with the the Conservation Officer who has mentioned that he has discussed this proposal with me on a couple of occasions and has raised no objections. 
The Planning Officer went on to say In terms of general design, the lean-to roof design is typical of a side extension such as this and the structure is fairly small which he would argue would complement and respect the existing dwelling and surrounding area. Subject to the use of appropriate materials (which you have mentioned in your covering letter), he has no issue in terms of design.

Many thanks

Emily and Tom Vickers
