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1. Introduction
This Design & Access Statement accompanies a planning application to Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council for the formation of a new vehicular access serving JSF Joinery Manufacturers  Ltd at Phoenix Lane Industrial Estate, Thurnscoe.
The statement explains the design rationale, site context, access arrangements, and compliance with relevant planning and design policies.
2. Site Context
The site lies within an established industrial estate characterised by:
· Light‑industrial and commercial units
· Hardstanding, service yards, and internal access roads
· Limited soft landscaping and planted embankments
· No residential properties in the immediate vicinity
Phoenix Lane forms the primary estate road and connects to the wider Dearne Valley network.
The proposed access is located on the site frontage, partly within BMBC‑owned highway verge.
3. Design Principles
The design has been guided by:
· Functional requirements of the joinery manufacturing business
· Safe and efficient vehicle movements
· Compliance with BMBC Highways Design Guide
· Minimising impact on the existing embankment
· Maintaining the industrial character of the area
The access geometry has been shaped by swept path analysis and visibility requirements.
4. Proposed Development
The proposal includes:
· Formation of a new vehicular access from Phoenix Lane
· Localised kerb realignment and dropped kerb
· A bound surface for the first 5–10 metres
· Drainage measures to prevent run‑off onto the highway
· Adjustments to boundary treatments
· Reinstatement of planting where feasible
The works are modest and proportionate to the operational needs of the business.
5. Access and Movement
Vehicular Access
A new access point will allow:
· Safer entry and exit
· Improved circulation within the site
· Reduced reversing movements
· Forward‑gear entry and exit for HGVs (confirmed by swept paths)
Visibility
A speed survey recorded an 85th percentile speed of 25mph, enabling reduced visibility splays in accordance with Manual for Streets. These splays are achievable within the applicant’s land.
Pedestrian Access
The proposal does not affect pedestrian routes. Footways remain unobstructed.
Highway Safety
The ATTP Highways Technical Note confirms:
· No adverse impact on Phoenix Lane
· No requirement for off‑site mitigation
· Compliance with BMBC standards


6. Appearance and Materials
The access will use:
· Tarmac or concrete bound surfacing
· Standard BMBC kerb and edging details
· Retained or reinstated planting to soften the frontage
The works are consistent with the industrial character of the estate.7. Landscaping
Although a small section of embankment will be removed, the applicant will:
· Reinstate planting adjacent to the access
· Use native or pollinator‑friendly species
· Retain the majority of the existing embankment
These measures ensure a visually coherent frontage.
8. Inclusive Access
The proposal improves access for:
· Staff
· Visitors
· Delivery vehicles
· Emergency services
The design ensures clear, legible, and safe movement for all users.

9. Conclusion
The proposed access:
· Is functional, safe, and well‑designed
· Supports an established local employer
· Complies with Barnsley Local Plan policies
· Improves operational efficiency
· Has no adverse impact on the highway network
· Minimises environmental impact and reinstates planting where feasible
The development represents a proportionate and appropriate enhancement to the site’s access arrangements and should be supported.
