
Design and Access Statement
Connected Worsbrough – “Together We Rise” Sculpture
1. Introduction
This Design and Access Statement sets out how the proposed ‘Together We Rise ‘sculpture has been designed as an appropriate, context‑sensitive addition to Worsbrough’s landscape. It demonstrates that the installation responds directly to local heritage, community identity and the physical environment while ensuring that it can be safely and inclusively accessed by all users. 
The sculpture is part of Barnsley Council’s Community Enhancement programme – Love Where You Live. It is a capital investment set to improve local areas and celebrate community pride. 
The sculpture has been created with local residents to continue the feeling of community empowerment and sense of belonging.

2. Site Context and Setting
The sculpture is intended for a prominent public location within Worsbrough, where it will enhance an already well‑used pedestrian environment. The wider setting is shaped by:
· Worsbrough’s agricultural and milling heritage
· Its mining history and associated cultural identity
· The strong visual presence of the reservoir, waterways and surrounding natural landscape
· Community engagement and storytelling as central characteristics of the area
The sculpture directly reflects these themes, drawing on stories, memories and visual motifs developed through community workshops. 
3. Design Rationale
3.1 Narrative Concept
Together We Rise presents a layered pictorial narrative, reading as a vertical timeline from the bottom upward:
· Agricultural and early industrial life – wheat sheaves, mill forms and a water wheel representing Worsbrough’s roots
· Mining heritage – pithead imagery and figures that acknowledge the coal industry’s role in shaping the community
· Water as a defining force – flowing forms, reservoir references and canal boat symbols showing how water has supported industry, movement and identity
· Community and landscape – rooftops, church tower and natural scenery grounding the artwork in its local setting
· Future generations – a parent lifting a child at the top of the sculpture, reflecting aspiration, continuity and hope
This visual narrative is supported by a new poem by Ian McMillan, reproduced vertically on the sculpture so that “language and image move together” ([footnoteRef:1]). [1: ] 

3.2 Materials and Construction
· Fabricated in Corten steel, chosen for its weather-resistant qualities and natural colouring that echoes industrial tones
· Designed to be permanent yet low-maintenance, with an appearance that will subtly evolve as the steel weathers
· Cut-through details create dynamic shadows and visual interest throughout the day
The material choice ensures long-term durability and a strong aesthetic relationship with the landscape. 
4. Visual Impact and Character
The sculpture has been designed as a distinctive but sensitive landmark. Its vertical form ensures visibility without overwhelming the surrounding environment. The artwork:
· Enhances local identity
· Reflects community pride
· Celebrates Worsbrough’s historical and cultural evolution
· Invites residents and visitors to pause, observe and reflect
The strong graphic style ensures clarity from both near and mid-range viewpoints while integrating organically with the site’s tones and textures.
5. Access and Movement
The proposal has been developed with inclusivity at its core. The installation will provide:
· Step-free access along existing pedestrian routes
· Clear sightlines for safe approach and viewing
· Accessible surfacing suitable for wheelchair users, mobility aids, and pushchairs
· Space to gather and circulate safely around the structure
· Content at comfortable viewing and reading heights
The sculpture does not impede movement and instead contributes positively to the legibility and experience of the site.
6. Community Engagement
The imagery is based on ideas, memories and contributions gathered directly from local residents through community workshops ([footnoteRef:2]). The presence of a child at the top of the sculpture reflects participation from young people and symbolises the future of the community. [2:  ] 

This co‑creation approach ensures:
· Genuine local ownership
· Cultural relevance
· A meaningful and representative artwork for Worsbrough
7. Conclusion
The Together We Rise sculpture is a well-considered, site‑appropriate and accessible development that celebrates Worsbrough’s identity. Through its design, community-led narrative and sensitive materiality, it:
· Responds directly to the character of the site
· Enhances the visual and cultural environment
· Provides inclusive access for all users
· Offers a lasting and meaningful public artwork for current and future generations
