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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Pine Lodge has been empty and vacant for some years. A planning application 

has been submitted to Barnsley Council to demolish the existing buildings and to 

replace with a new dwelling and an EcIA was submitted in support of that application.  

 

1.2. Planning consent has now been granted and Condition 13 of that consent states:- 

 

Condition 13 

 

A Biodiversity Enhancement Management Plan (BEMP), completed by a suitably 

qualified ecologist will be provided within three months of the commencement of 

works on site. The BEMP will include the following: 

• A recent landscape plan detailing the location of mitigation works; 

• A plan of the areas to be maintained, enhanced and/or created; 

• A schedule of actions to create or enhance and maintain each habitat at the 

required quality for a period of 30 years; 

• A schedule of ecological monitoring for the 30 year period, identifying when 

key indicators of habitat maturity should be achieved. Monitoring would be 

required within years 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 30 and monitoring reports should be 

submitted to the Local Planning Authority on the specified years; 

• A schedule of actions to be undertaken in case signs of failing are identified; 

and 

The schedules must include details of technique(s) to be used, equipment to be used, 

roles and relevant expertise of personnel and organisations involved and timing of 

actions including submission of monitoring report to the Council. 

 

1.3. This document is designed to satisfy that condition. 

 

******************** 
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2. BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN. 

 

2.1. A recent landscape plan detailing the location of mitigation works; 

 

 

2.1.1. The plan on the following two pages is the final copy of the landscape plan for 

the site as prepared by DRAW UK Ltd. 

 

2.1.2. The first page shows the site layout and habitats while the second page contains 

a key and further details of planting mixes etc. 
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2.2. A plan of the areas to be maintained, enhanced and/or created; 

 

2.2.1. The areas shaded in solid blue/green are the pine trees on site that are to be 

retained. 

 

2.2.2. The areas shaded in solid green are the broadleaved trees to be retained. 

 

2.2.3. The hedgerow down the eastern site boundary, shown as a green dotted line, is 

to be retained and enhanced with additional native species. 

 

2.2.4. All other areas are to be created. This includes additional tree planting, 

grassland planting of which there are three separate qualities each shaded with green 

hatching and additional shrub planting. 
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2.3. A schedule of actions to create or enhance and maintain each habitat at the 

required quality for a period of 30 years; 

 

2.3.1. All planting and habitat creation will be undertaken as outlined on the 

landscape plan. The notes and instructions on the landscape plan are 

reproduced here for clarity. 
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2.4. A schedule of ecological monitoring for the 30 year period, identifying when 

key indicators of habitat maturity should be achieved. Monitoring would be 

required within years 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 30 and monitoring reports should be 

submitted to the Local Planning Authority on the specified years; 

 

2.4.1. The following tables outline the condition assessment criteria for the post 

development habitats present on the site. 

 

2.4.2. During each of years 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 30 following the completion of the 

development and the completion of the planting schemes, a competent ecologist will 

be appointed to carry out a repeat survey and to assess the existing and new habitats 

against the criteria in the tables below. The ecologist will prepare a report outlining 

the habitat conditions for the property owner to submit to the Local Authority. 

 

2.4.3. The monitoring reports will make recommendations to remedy any apparent 

shortfall in the development of each habitat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Target for Urban trees – All existing and retained trees are to be kept in Moderate Condition, three or four criteria to be satisfied in the table 

below. 

 

Urban Trees Assessment Criteria 
Condition Assessment Criteria 

1 The tree is a native species(or more than 70% within the block are native species). 
2 The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making up <10% of total area and no individual 

gap being >5 m wide (individual trees automatically pass this criterion).  
3 The tree is mature2 or veteran3  (or more than 50% within the block are mature2 or veteran3).   
4 There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by anthropogenic activities such as vandalism or 

herbicide use. There is no current regular pruning regime so the trees retain >75% of expected canopy for their age 
range and height. 

5 Micro-habitats for birds, mammals and insects are present e.g. presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark  
6 More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

Target for Modified Grassland – The lawned areas around the new dwelling and to be maintained in a Low Condition, three criteria to be 

satisfied in the table below. 

 
Condition Assessment Criteria 

1 There must be 6-8 species per m2. If a grassland has 9 or more species per m2 it should be classified as a medium 
distinctiveness grassland habitat type.  
NB - this criterion is essential for achieving moderate condition. 

2 Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than 7 cm) creating 
microclimates which provide opportunities for insects, birds and small mammals to live and breed.  

3 Some scattered scrub (including bramble) may be present, but scrub accounts for less than 20% of total grassland area. 
Note - patches of shrubs with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the relevant scrub habitat type. 

4 Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical damage include excessive 
poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high levels of access, or any other damaging 
management activities. 

5 Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a concentration of rabbit warrens). 
6 Cover of bracken less than 20%. 
7 There is an absence of invasive non-native species (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA, 1981). 
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Target for Modified Grassland to the east of the drive will be Moderate Condition, four or five criteria to be satisfied in the table below. 

Target for Modified Grassland to the west of the drive will be Good Condition, six criteria to be satisfied in the table below.  

 
Condition Assessment Criteria 

1 The appearance and composition of the vegetation closely matches characteristics of the specific grassland habitat type 
(see UKHab definition). Wildflowers, sedges and indicator species for the specific grassland habitat type are very clearly 
and easily visible throughout the sward. NB - This criterion is essential for achieving moderate condition for non-
acid grassland types only. 

2 Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20 per cent is more than 7 cm) creating 
microclimates which provide opportunities for insects, birds and small mammals to live and breed.  

3 Cover of bare ground between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for example, rabbit warrens. 
4 Cover of bracken less than 20% and cover of scrub (including bramble) less than 5%. 
5 There is an absence of invasive non-native species (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA, 1981). Combined cover of species 

indicative of sub-optimal condition1 and physical damage (such as excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or 
storage, damaging levels of access, or any other damaging management activities) accounts for less than 5% of total area. 

Additional Group (non-acid types only) 

6 There are greater than 9 species per metre squared. NB - This criterion is essential for achieving good condition 
(non-acid grassland types only).  
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Target for Hedgerow will be to enhance it from Low  Condition to Good condition, no more than two criteria to be failed in the table below. 

 
Attributes and 
functional 
groupings 

Criteria Description 

A1. 
Height 

>1.5 m average along 
length 

The average height of woody growth estimated from base of stem 
to the top of shoots, excluding any bank beneath the hedgerow, 
any gaps or isolated trees. 
 
Newly laid or coppiced hedgerows are indicative of good 
management and pass this criterion for up to a maximum of four 
years (if undertaken according to good practice). 
 
A newly planted hedgerow does not pass this criterion (unless it is 
> 1.5 m height). 

A2. Width 
>1.5 m average along 
length 

The average width of woody growth estimated at the widest point 
of the canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.  
 
Outgrowths (e.g. blackthorn suckers) are only included in the 
width estimate when they >0.5 m in height. 
 
Laid, coppiced, cut and newly planted hedgerows are indicative of 
good management and pass this criterion for up to a maximum of 
four years (if undertaken according to good practice4). 

B1. 
Gap - hedge base 

Gap between ground and 
base of canopy <0.5 m for 
>90% of length (unless 
‘line of trees’) 

This is the vertical gappiness of the woody component of the 
hedgerow, and its distance from the ground to the lowest leafy 
growth. 
 
Certain exceptions to this criterion are acceptable (see page 65 of 
the Hedgerow Survey Handbook). 

B2. Gap - hedge 
canopy continuity 
 

Gaps make up <10% of 
total length and  
No canopy gaps >5 m 
 

This is the horizontal gappiness of the woody component of the 
hedgerow. Gaps are complete breaks in the woody canopy (no 
matter how small).  
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Access points and gates contribute to the overall gappiness, but 
are not subject to the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical size of a 
gate). 

C1. Undisturbed 
ground and 
perennial 
vegetation 

>1 m width of undisturbed 
ground with perennial 
herbaceous vegetation for 
>90% of length: 
- measured from outer 
edge of hedgerow, and 
- is present on one side of 
the hedge (at least) 

This is the level of disturbance (excluding wildlife disturbance) at 
the base of the hedge. 
 
Undisturbed ground should be present for at least 90% of the 
hedgerow length, greater than 1m in width and must be present 
along at least one side of the hedge.  
 
This criterion recognises the value of the hedge base as a 
boundary habitat with the capacity to support a wide range of 
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden footpaths, poached ground 
etc. can limit available habitat niches. 

C2. Undesirable 
perennial 
vegetation 

Plant species indicative of 
nutrient enrichment of 
soils dominate <20% cover 
of the area of undisturbed 
ground 

The indicator species used are nettles (Urtica spp.), cleavers 
(Galium aparine) and docks (Rumex spp.). Their presence, either 
singly or together, should not exceed the 20% cover threshold. 

D1. Invasive and 
neophyte species 

>90% of the hedgerow and 
undisturbed ground is free 
of invasive non-native and 
neophyte species 

Neophytes are plants that have naturalised in the UK since AD 
1500. For information on neophytes see the JNCC website and for 
information on invasive non-native species see the GB Non-Native 
Secretariat website. 

D2. Current 
damage 

>90% of the hedgerow or 
undisturbed ground is free 
of damage caused by 
human activities 

This criterion addresses damaging activities that may have led to 
or lead to deterioration in other attributes.  
 
This could include evidence of pollution, piles of manure or rubble, 
or inappropriate management practices (e.g. excessive hedge 
cutting). 
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Target for new Line of Trees will be Moderate Condition, three, four or five criteria to be satisfied in the table below. 

 
Condition Assessment Criteria 

1 More than 70% of trees are native species. 
2 Tree canopy is predominantly continuous with gaps in canopy cover making up <10% of total area and no individual gap 

being >5 m wide. 
3 Includes one or more mature1 or veteran2 tree.  
4 There is an undisturbed naturally vegetated strip of at least 6 m on both sides to protect the line of trees from farming 

and other anthropogenic operations. 
5 At least 95% of the trees are in a healthy condition (excluding veteran features valuable for wildlife). There is little or no 

evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by damage from livestock or wild animals, pests or diseases, or human 
activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.5. A schedule of actions to be undertaken in case signs of failing are identified; 

 

2.5.1. Remedial actions will be guided by the results of the monitoring reports. However, the 

additional general actions will be undertaken. 

 

2.5.2. All habitats will be checked annually by the owner. 

 

2.5.3. Any plants that have died will be replaced in spring. 

 

2.5.4. All deteriorated stakes and ties will be repaired or replaced annually. 

 

2.5.5. Ground around planted trees and shrubs will be weeded annually. 

 

2.5.6. Lawns will be regularly mown to 25mm. 

 

2.5.7. Moderate condition modified grassland will be mowed less frequently and to a 

minimum height of 50mm. 

 

2.5.8. Good condition, modified grassland with a high wild flower component will be mowed 

twice annually, once in spring, before the end of April and once in autumn. Cutting should be 

no lower than 75mm.   

 

2.5.9. Hedgerows should be cut and shaped in autumn, after the nesting bird season ends in 

September. 

 

******************** 

 

Prepared by: 

Derek Whitcher, BSc, MCIEEM, MCMI Date: 18th April 2023. 
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