2017/1125 
Mrs Linda Ringrose
Removal of lower 3 branches of Sycamore tree within TPO 1/1982
37 Shafton Hall Drive, Shafton, Barnsley, S72 8NY
Description
The applicant’s property is a red-brick bungalow located towards the head of Shafton Hall Drive. This is a curving cul-de-sac located in a residential area in Shafton. The site boasts a front/side bricked driveway area and a grassed garden to the rear. A vast area of woodland lies just behind the rear boundary, which falls within the green belt. The tree in question is under a group TPO which stretches along the back of the properties located on Shafton Hall Drive. The trees which fall under this group TPO are six ash, one elm and thirteen Sycamore trees. Two of these Sycamore trees fall just within the applicant’s rear curtilage lying near to the rear boundary. The trees are large and healthy with a wide canopy. They are also fairly visually and physically dominating, providing some levels of overshadowing to the applicant’s and neighbouring dwelling’s rear gardens. 
[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



Proposed DevelopmentS75 6LX
The applicant is proposing to remove the lower 3 branches of one of the Sycamore trees. The reasoning behind this is to provide more balance between the two neighbouring trees and also to reduce levels of overshadowing. This reduction is argued to allow for more light to reach the apple tree at a neighbouring property. 
Policy Context

The statue law on TPO’s is in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and in the Town and Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 2012.
Primarily the aim of making a TPO is to protect the amenity value of the tree or trees. Local Planning Authorities may make a TPO if it appears to them to be: 'expedient in the interests of amenity to make provision for the preservation of trees or woodlands in their area'.

The Act does not define 'amenity', nor does it prescribe the circumstances in which it is in the interests of amenity to make a TPO. Normally trees should be visible from a public place e.g. road or footpath for a TPO to be made but the courts have decided that trees should be protected for “pleasure, protection and shade they provide”. Taking this into account trees should be considered for other aspects of amenity that they provide other than visual amenity.

Government advice and guidance available on the administration of TPOs, is:- ‘Tree Preservation Orders: A Guide to the law and Good Practice’ 2000.

Consultations
Tree Officer – The Sycamore trees are large prominent specimens with high amenity value and are intrinsic to the character of Shafton Hall Drive. The works are in effect a minor crown lift and given the size and nature of the tree would not prove detrimental. As such, there are no objections to what is proposed from a tree officer perspective. The recommendation is for approval with one condition. 
Representations
Neighbour notification letters were sent to surrounding properties. No comments were received. 
Assessment

The tree is question is set within the applicant’s curtilage; however they are part of a group TPO which stretches around the back of the properties located on Shafton Hall Drive. The two trees found in the applicant’s garden are very similar, yet the left hand tree has grown with less lower branches. The proposed works on the right hand tree would add more balance to the otherwise extremely similar trees. The two Sycamore trees are large and healthy, and the proposed works are fairly small in relation to both the trees and the surrounding area. 
Additionally, the tree was causing a small amount of overshadowing, primarily to the apple tree at the neighbouring property at 39 Shafton Hall Drive. The applicant is arguing that the branches which are proposed to be removed are contributing to loss of light to this tree and have stunted its growth slightly. The removal of these branches would hence allow more light to reach this tree.  
The tree officer reiterated these views above and as such, it is concluded that the removal of these lower 3 branches would not be detrimental to the visual amenity the applicant’s property, surrounding properties, and also the vast green space residing behind the dwelling. On balance, the proposed works are acceptable, whilst complementing the surrounding area and upholding the intrinsic nature of Shafton Hall Drive. 
Recommendation

Approve with conditions
