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Figure 1 

 

The 5 ponds within 

a 500m radius and 

3 drainage ditches 

on or adjacent to 

the Site.  

eDNA survey 

 

Two ponds (Pond 1 and 2) were identified on mapping within a 

500m radius of the Site in Brooks Ecological’s Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal Report (report reference ER-4661-01).  

 

Wildscapes, on behalf of Barnsley Council also identified the 

presence of an additional group of 3 waterbodies (Ponds 3-5) within 

a 500m radius (report reference P1310).  

 

Three drainage ditches are also located within or immediately 

adjacent to the Site.  
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Subsequently Wildscapes requested further information on the status 

of great crested newt (GCN) within the eight aforementioned 

waterbodies, and these were subject to eDNA survey to confirm the 

presence or likely absence of GCN.  

 

The eDNA survey involved taking water samples from 20 different 

locations around the pond’s margin, focusing on areas where newts 

are most likely to gather. This involved using sterile kits supplied by 

Surescreen Scientifics laboratory and followed methodology as 

advised in the Natural England Technical Advice Note (WC1067). 

 

Survey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The waterbodies were inspected on the 21st April 2021 and are 

described below: 
 

Pond 1- vertical concrete sided and supported a large population 

of large carp.  

Pond 2- located along a minor watercourse, with some pooled 

standing water surrounding it (although less standing water than 

observed during the 2020 visit).  

Pond 3- part of the same watercourse as pond 2 and 4. In this area 

the watercourse diverges into multiple tributaries before reforming.   

Pond 4- narrow, open culverted section of fast flowing water.  

Pond 5- seemingly a small drainage tank (stone wall surround), fed 

by the steeply sloped gardens before the water exits into the 

adjacent off-site drainage ditch. Held c.5cm of water and was 

infilled significantly with leaf litter.   

Ditch 1- Held c.20cm of water with a slow flow.  

Ditch 2- Dry at the time of survey.  

Ditch 3- Dry at the time of survey.  

 

Whilst the ecologist’s professional judgement of Pond 1 on both the 

21st April and as concluded in the PEA report was that it would be 

highly unlikely to support GCN, following the request by Wildscapes, 

an eDNA test of this waterbody was still undertaken. 

 

In addition, Pond 2 and Ditch 1 (titled ‘Northern’ on the SureScreen 

eDNA report) were also subject to eDNA analysis.  

 

Ponds 3 - 5 and Ditch’s 2 - 3 were not subject to eDNA testing due to 

Ponds 3 and 4 being sections of the same watercourses with no 

standing water available, Pond 5 holding only a negligible amount 

of water and which was part of a moving water system and Ditch’s 

2 - 3 being dry. 
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Figure 2 

 

View of Pond 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 

 

Large population 

of carp within 

Pond 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 

 

View of Pond 2 

(watercourse in 

foreground and 

some pooled 

water in 

background) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:admin@brooks-ecological.co.uk


Site Inspection Report 

Land off Barugh Green Road, Barnsley 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Unit A, 1 Station Road, Guiseley, LEEDS LS20 8BX 

Phone 01943 884451  

Email:admin@brooks-ecological.co.uk 

www.brooks-ecological.co.uk 

Registered in England Number 5351418 

 
Page 4 of 8 

 

  

Figure 5 

 

View of ‘Pond’ 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 

 

View of ‘Pond’ 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7 

 

View of ‘Pond’ 5 
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Figure 8 

 

View of Ditch 1 

(Northern) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9 

 

View of Ditch 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 

 

View of Ditch 3  
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Results 

 

Water samples were collected on the 21st April 2021 and the results 

returned on the 7th May 2021 - see the following pages for 

Surescreen’s full report. 

 

A negative result was returned for all three samples, meaning that 

GCN DNA was not detected within the water samples collected. 

This result can be used to demonstrate the likely absence of GCN 

from Pond 1, Pond 3 and Drainage Ditch 1 (Northern).  

 

Conclusions and 

Recommendations 

Based on this information, it is concluded that the risk of GCN being 

present on Site is negligible and no further survey or specific 

mitigation is considered necessary.   
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