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Object

To consider the condition of trees growing on and adjacent to the site
with regard to safety and amenity, and categorise them for suitability
for retention when the site is developed.

Also to briefly consider the implications that the proposed development
may have on the trees.
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Observations

The site is situated in a suburban area of varied style and age of
housing.

The plot is roughly triangular and the land slopes up to the south
corner.

Along the south end of the south east boundary, the land is retained
above Churchfield Lane by a rock face and steep banking.

Existing buildings on the site include the council office block, a disused
detached house and a garage block all with an access driveway and
asphalt parking areas as shown on the topographical survey.

Level changes within the site are accommodated with a retaining wall
around the south and east of the office building.

There is a wide grass verge to the north, bordering Huddersfield Road
and shrubs adjacent to the driveway and parking areas have been
trimmed. The remainder of the site is overgrown with grass, brambles
and tree saplings.
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Statutory Tree Protection

Trees can be subject to Statutory Protection which should be revealed
on a LocalAuthority Search (e.g. Tree Preservation Order, Conservation
Area, Planning Condition). With certain exceptions, any work to
protected trees requires the consent of the Local Authority before work
commences.

On this site a felling licence would be required from the Forestry
Commission if trees were removed prior to obtaining planning consent.
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Tree Survey

The trees growing within the site were all inspected in sufficient detail
from ground level.

Offsite trees were viewed from within the site and all data were
estimated.

The Tree Data collected is presented at Appendix A.
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Arboricultural Implications

The site layout I have seen shows the proposed building to the east side
of the plot with car parking and accessaround the north and west.

A section of the screen currently growing along the north side of the
existing driveway will need to be removed for car parking space.

Shrubs and a Holly tree will require to be removed for the new site
entrance.

Trees along the east boundary to Churchfield Lane will not tolerate
development within their root zones within the site as their rooting to
the east is already limited by the rock face and steep banking. It will be
preferable to remove these and replant with species more suitable for
the situation.

The group of trees and shrubs in the centre of the site will need to be
removed to accommodate the building and car park.

Several trees were found to have defects and are therefore unsuitable
for retention - these are shown in red on the Tree Location plan.

The trees and significant groups of shrubs that will need to be removed
for safety reasons and to accommodate the proposed development
include:

0635
G2
0636
0637
G3 - west end
0641
G4
0643
0645
0646
0648
06517 - Possible retention with particular care
06527 - Possibleretention with particular care
0653
0654
0655
0656
G8
0659
0660
G9
0661
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The driveway and car parking spaces encroach into the root zones of
several other trees. These trees should only be retained if a no dig
construction method can be employed and a porous surfacing used.
Care will be required adjacent to tree numbers 0657, 0658, OT2 and
OT3 which are growing in soil currently retained by the rear wall of the
existing garages.

There will be space for new tree planting at the south corner, along the
north boundary and at places on the east boundary. It may be possible
to plant large growing specimen trees at both sides of the new entrance
as a feature.

AA/4479/02.09
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Structural Implications

The subsoil type and potential future growth of the existing trees and
any proposed new planting must be taken into account in the design of
foundations. Clay shrinkage or heave through the continued or previous
seasonal water use of trees must be allowed for.

Direct physical action through root growth must be considered in the
design, particularly for shallow construction such as hard surfacing.

AA/4479/02.09
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Tree Protection Measures

In order to retain the existing trees in good condition, it is important
that the required minimum area of root should remain undisturbed. This
is shown as the Root Protection Area in the Tree Schedule and is the
extent of ground around each tree where all activities must be
excluded. This is to avoid root damage through compaction of the soil,
spillage of toxic material or root removal through soil stripping.

In some cases, a tree canopy may extend beyond the Root Protection
Area and allowance must be made to prevent damage to branches
during construction or conflict with buildings.

Prior to commencement of development works, tree protection fencing
must be erected along the approved lines.

AA/4479/02.09
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Conclusion

There is a good range of age and species of trees and shrubs on the
site, both deciduous and evergreen.

The existing trees should be retained where possible, however the
sloping nature of the site may necessitate the removal of several trees
to accommodate excavation for a building and grading for car parking.

The trees along Churchfield Lane will have the majority of their root
systems growing in towards the centre of the site due to the steep
banking and rock face to the southeast, These trees will not tolerate
disturbance to the root systems and could become dangerously
unstable if soil is removed or roots cut.

On balance, it is likely that only a few of the existing trees can be
retained if there is to be significant development to the site.

There appears to be scope for new planting, particularly in the corners
of the site.

Signed
Steve Parker Tech Cert (Arbor A)
Arboricultural Consultant

Date 03.02.09

The foregoing Report is for the use of the specified client. It may be shown to his/her
professional advisors and a copy passed to the original instigator (e.g. Insurance
Company, Building Society, Local Authority) who may use it in the specified client's
interest only. The contents are not to be used by or for any third party without the
consent of Steve Parker.

The Report has been prepared by Steve Parker under the instructions given by the
client. It is submitted with good intent, drawing upon 30 years experience and no
responsibility for errors! omissions or factors outside the experience of Steve Parker are
accepted.

The Report has been prepared from information gathered from the client or his agent,
and where appropriate, a site survey and any necessary enquiries.

Unless otherwise stated, no excavations have been carried out and trees have been
inspected from ground level only.

Measurements are taken in the manner considered most appropriate - generally ground
measurements are by pacing, heights by clinometer, trunk diameters by diameter tape
- estimates of any of these are made when necessary.

Species identification - where possible in the time and conditions available, species are
identified with sufficient accuracy for the purpose of the Report.

AA/4479/02.09
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Global climate changes are forecast to create more extreme weather conditions. The
future health and condition of trees with regard to safety may therefore be
compromised.

Trees are biological organisms that over time are subject to the forces of nature and the
intervention of humans. The effect of the local environment above and below ground
can alter the condition of the tree and the tree can affect the local environment,
including structures. Whilst this report attempts to address the issues under
consideration at present, the situation may change. A further report must, therefore, be
obtained if significant changes occur to a tree or its surroundings or otherwise in a
maximum of five years time.

Trees interact with their surroundings in many different ways· it is important for the
client to consider the opinion of experts in all relevant fields before embarking on a
course of action.

AA/4479/02.09
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Standard of Work

All tree work should be carried out by a competent Tree Surgeon and in
compliance with the following:

Public Liability Insurance of at least £5m to be held.

ii Work to be carried out to a minimum standard as in British
Standard 3998 1989 and in accordance with current good
arboricultural practice.

iii All relevant Health and Safety guidelines to be complied with.

iv All operatives to hold relevant certificates demonstrating
competence in tasks being carried out.

v It is the Contractor's responsibility to carry out a risk
assessment and take all necessary action in order to ensure
safe working.

vi Chainsaw chain oil to be bio-degradable.

vii All tools to be sterilised after working on diseased trees before
being used on live trees that are to be retained.

viii All debris arising from the works to be removed and the site to
be left in a safe condition at the end of each working day.

ix Due care must be taken to avoid disturbance to nesting wildlife
e.g. birds, bats, squirrels.

x If a bat or other protected species is discovered or disturbed,
all work within the vicinity must be stopped. Advice must be
obtained from The Statutory Nature Conservation Organisation
before proceeding further. In England contact English Nature -
telephone 01733 455101.

xi The work is to be carried out without causing damage, all
debris arising is to be removed and the site left clean and tidy.

xii Any defects found to a tree that were not addressed by
remedial works specified or that were not readily visible from
ground level must be reported to the Arboricultural Consultant
for further inspection.
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01 - G1 from Huddersfield Road.JPG 02 - G 1 from site .JPG

03 - 0633, 0634, 0635 from Huddersfield Road ... 04 - 0633, 0634, 0635 from s~e.JPG

05 - G2, 0636 from Huddersfield Road.JPG 06 - 0636, 0637 from s~e.JPG
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07 - 0636, G3. 0638 from Huddersfield Road.J ... 08 - G3, 0638, 0639, 0640 from Churchfield La ...

09 - G3, 0641, G4 from Churchfield Lane.JPG 10 - G3, 0641, G4 from Churchfield Lane.JPG

11 - G4, 0643 from site.JPG 12 - G4, 0642, 0643 from Churchfield Lane.JPG



AA/4479/02.09

13 - View south on Churchfield Lane.JPG 14 - 0643 from site.JPG

15 - G5, 0644 from Churchfield Lane.JPG 16 - 0645, G6 from Churchfield Lane.JPG

17 - 0645 from site.JPG 18 - G6, 0646, 0647, 0649, 0650 from Church! ...
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19 - 064710 0652 from site.JPG 20 - 0651 from Churchfield Lane.JPG

21 - 0652 from site.JPG 22 - 0651,0652 from sile.JPG

23 - G7 from Churchfteld Lane.JPG 24 - G7 from Churchfield Lane.JPG
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25· G7, 001 from Churchfield Lane.JPG 26· G7, 001 from sije, view south wesl.JPG

,;;..' .
I' .,~./.;,-,.

27·0654, OG1 from sije.JPG 28·0655,001 from sije.JPG

29 - 0655.JPG 30 - OG1, 0655 from sije.JPG
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31 • View north from south comer of site.JPG 32 - 0656, G8 from s~e boundary.JPG

33 • G8, 0656 from s~e.JPG 34 • on, 0657 from site boundary.JPG
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35 - Ga, 0659, 0660, G9 from s~e boundary.JPG 36 • G8, 0659, 0660, G9 from s~e view north woo.
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37 • G8, 0659, 0660, G9 from site, view south ... 38 • 0660, 0661, G9 from site, view south.JPG

39 • view north east from site boundary.JPG
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Appendix D

Tree Location Plan
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