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Dear Mike

RE: Non-material amendment Spicer Hill Wind Farm. 
Variation  to para 7.8 of approved method statement, 
Approved under condition 17 of the planning permission 2009/0572

With reference to your application for non-material amendment for Planning Permission 2009/0572.  

Para 7.8 of the approved method statement of this permission ( approved under condition 17) requires the following:

1. Where surfacing material is not constructed of aggregate i.e. the bitumen layer at the site   entrance) or has been polluted during construction, it will be excavated out with the resultant debris removed and disposed of offsite.
2. At all relevant areas, the original excavated material will be reinstated
3. Original excavated material to be compacted as close as practical to original level
4. Original topsoil replaced on top of the compacted “overburden” material
5. Reinstated areas to be vegetated consistent with local habitat.

Para 1.5 of the restoration method statement (as submitted on 31October 2011) states that “the top of the turbine foundation, to a depth of 1.2m will be crushed and be removed”.   

Sufficient subsoil and all the topsoil to restore this 1.2m should be retained on the turbine site.  

Your application for non-material amendment of this method Statement is to do the following:
1. vary the requirement in Para 7.8 in order to allow the removal of excess subsoils only which will not be required for the restoration of the turbine site, to be removed from the base of the turbines
2. to re-locate this excess subsoil elsewhere within the same ownership, for the improvement of agricultural land, 
3. the subsoil to be deposited on land marked on the submitted plan across Whitley Common Road which is currently a borrow pit.

You state that the amount of subsoil to be relocated in this manner is proposed to be approximately 1200 cubic metres.

I consider that the deposition of the excess subsoil on the land as marked on the plan is reasonably necessary for the purposes of agriculture, in that it will make vehicular access more accessible to the whole field, and potentially provide better, safer pasture for sheep. I consider therefore that this operation falls under Part 6(A)(b) of the GPDO (as amended) and does not require planning permission

I can confirm that it is acceptable to amend Para 7.8 of the method statement approved under condition 17 in order to allow the relocation of approximately 1200 cubic metres of excess subsoil from the base of the Spicer Hill turbines to the site identified on the plan 190/ES/046 submitted as part of this non material amendment application.  

This decision is made on the understanding that:

1. Not more than 1200 cubic metres of subsoil shall be removed from the base of the Spicer Hill turbines granted under 2009/0572.
2. Only excess subsoil shall be relocated to the site within the same ownership as identified on the plan 190/ES/046 submitted as part of this application.
3. All top soils and remaining subsoil shall be retained at the base of the turbines and used for restoration of the site
4. The relocated subsoil shall be leveled and seeded in accordance with good soil handling practice and best farming practice.

Yours sincerely



Elaine Ward
BSc(Hons) Dip URP MRTPI

For and on behalf of the Head of Planning, Building Control and Sustainability
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Development Management
Stephen Moralee BA (Hons) MBA
Head of Planning, Building Control and Sustainability
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